Few pop stars have managed to pivot their careers as fluidly as Ariana Grande. Starting from her early TV acting
roots and rising to global supremacy as a pop icon, Grande's journey offers a compelling study in career
comebacks and second chapters. Today, fans and critics alike ask: with her expanding acting roles and evolving

music, which side of her career shines brighter now — her powerhouse singing or her growing work in acting?

From Nickelodeon to Nightclubs: Ariana Grande's Pop Star Career
Beginnings

Last month, | was working with a client who made a mistake that cost them thousands.. Ariana Grande first
snagged public attention as an actress rather than a singer, kicking off her career in the world of television. Her
memorable appearances in Nickelodeon's Victorious and its spin-off Sam & Cat established her comedic chops and
gave her exposure to young audiences. These early TV roles, while endearing, risked typecasting her into the “teen

sitcom star” pigeonhole.

Want to know something interesting? yet, grande would soon escape this box by doubling down on her singing
ambitions. Her pop star career took flight with her debut album Yours Truly (2013), which leaned into a retro-'90s
R&B/pop sound and showcased her impressive vocal range. This musical pivot rapidly overshadowed her previous

acting work, catapulting her into a league alongside the top female vocalists of the new decade.

Escaping Typecasting: From Teen TV to Global Pop Icon

The transition from TV actress to pop star isn't always straightforward—many performers get trapped in one
realm or the other. Ariana Grande's escape from typecasting is noteworthy because she managed to maintain
authenticity in both fields, while allowing her music to redefine her public image. Her vocal prowess and penchant
for blending pop with R&B differentiated her from the pack, creating a unique brand that stood independent of

her Nickelodeon origins.

e |nitially known for her comedic timing and youthful roles
® |everaged those roots to build a dedicated young fanbase

® Focused on developing her vocal style, securing her pop star career legitimacy



® Used music to transition from child actress to adult performer

The Music to Acting Pivot: Ariana’s Return to the Screen

After establishing a dominant presence in the music world—including multiple Grammy nominations and chart-
topping albums—Grande began to revisit her acting roots in recent years. However, unlike younger career phases
that saw her in light-hearted sitcoms, her choices now reveal a calculated pivot toward broader and more mature
roles.

Two parts of this pivot stand out:

1. Broadway and Musical Theatre: Landing the titular role in the West End revival of Wicked marked a
significant comeback to acting for Grande, but this time on the theatrical stage. Playing a beloved and

complex character like Elphaba expanded her acting credentials far beyond sitcoms and music videos.

2. New Genres and Formats: Ariana has dipped her toes into genres outside her well-trodden comfort zones,
including voice acting and television specials, often with a comedic edge but demonstrating improved

dramatic range.

The Wicked Role: A Serious Acting Chapter

Taking on Wicked on the West End stage is a strategic and impressive move. This role is demanding both vocally
and dramatically, requiring depth, stamina, and a break from the straightforward pop star persona. It signals her
intent to be recognized not just as a singer who occasionally acts but as a bona fide actor capable of carrying

complex live performances.

This role could very well represent a second chapter in Ariana’s career—merging her musical gifts with solid acting,
thus sidestepping the risks of being “just another pop star cherrymagazine.co.uk trying acting.” The fact that she is
stepping into such an iconic and challenging part highlights her desire to escape being typecast solely as a pop

singer or former teen TV actress.

Comedy to Drama/Horror: Is Ariana Finally Taking the Leap?


https://cherrymagazine.co.uk/8-celebrities-who-completely-reinvented-their-careers/

Career pivots from comedy to drama or even horror require actors to shake off their past typecasting effectively.
Grande's progression in acting roles has exhibited signs of this adventurous spirit. While her earliest roles were
firmly in comedy and lighthearted teen drama, recent projects suggest she is ready for grittier, more nuanced

work.

Though horror roles have not yet been prominent in Ariana’s portfolio, her willingness to explore such genres isn't
out of the question. The entertainment industry has seen performers like Jamie Lee Curtis and Scarlett Johansson
successfully navigate from lighter fare to impactful dramatic or genre work. Grande's trajectory hints that she may

be eyeing a similar path—potentially an exciting prospect given her natural charisma and latent depth.

Signs of Dramatic Potential

* Numerous award nominations for her songwriting and vocal performances indicate emotional depth
e Serious theater roles such as Elphaba demonstrate range and stamina

® Engagement in projects with darker or more sophisticated tones illustrates ambition

Which Career Side Is Stronger Now?
If we weigh Ariana Grande's current career strength, the answer is both straightforward and nuanced:

Aspect Strength Current Impact Pop Star Career Powerhouse vocal performances; numerous chart-topping albums
and singles Still a major force in global pop music with huge touring and streaming numbers TV and Stage Acting
Strong foundation in niche acting, now branching into serious theater roles like Wicked Emerging acting career

with potential to mature and diversify into other genres

Grande's pop star career remains her strongest and most influential domain at present. Her music continues to
dominate charts and maintain cultural relevance. However, the growing seriousness of her acting roles -
particularly in musical theatre — suggests a second chapter is unfolding that could eventually rival her music

achievements in prestige and critical respect.

Conclusion: A Dual Path With Bright Futures

Ariana Grande's career is a compelling blueprint for artists looking to reinvent and diversify themselves. Rather
than choosing between singing and acting, she is building parallel pathways that feed into each other. Her TV
acting roots gave her initial exposure, her pop star career provided her with global star power, and now theatre

and potentially diverse acting genres offer exciting new horizons.

In the final analysis, her pop star career remains the stronger pillar for now, but her acting career -
underscored by her Wicked role — holds impressive promise that could dramatically elevate her profile beyond
music. Grande’s story reminds entertainers and fans alike that escaping typecasting and embracing pivots can lead

to rewarding second chapters.

It will be fascinating to watch which roles and projects she chooses next. For now, Ariana Grande is a rare multi-
hyphenate talent proving that with the right moves, the lines between pop star and actor can blur into something

truly special.



