
If you are the sort of person who treats training like a product you will live with for years, AELO Swiss Academy
tends to feel like the kind of place that was designed around continuity. The academy is based at Locarno Airport
in Gordola, Switzerland, with a satellite base at Lugano Airport in Agno. It is also listed as an Approved Training
Organization under CH.ATO.0311. On the program side, AELO publicly describes four distinct routes: an
Integrated ATPL, PPL training, an MPL program (with SkyAlps), and an APC Mentored ATPL program.

That combination matters, because “pilot training” is not one single journey. It’s a family of journeys with
different entry points, different sequencing, and different expectations about how quickly you need to be airline-
ready, how quickly you need to be employable, and how much structure you want surrounding your skill
development.

Below is a straight, fact-based look at AELO Swiss Academy program options and what you can infer responsibly
from the way they’re positioned.

Where AELO trains, and what that implies
AELO Swiss Academy operates from Locarno Airport in Gordola, with a satellite base at Lugano Airport in Agno.
The practical implication of a main base plus a satellite is simple: training capacity and routing can be managed
across two airfields rather than being forced into one location’s limits.

There is also a size signal in the way the academy has invested and grown. A 2025 report on the RSI site
described AELO’s opening of a new site at Locarno Airport, bringing 2,000 square meters of space and an
investment of over 3 million Swiss francs. The same report stated that AELO trains about 200 future airline pilots
per year and has around 250 students in training annually. Those numbers are not details about how any one
student is treated, but they do speak to throughput and ongoing operational scale, which is often where training
environments either work smoothly or start to feel overstretched.

When you are paying attention to “training quality,” the hidden variable is consistency. Larger throughput doesn’t
automatically mean better outcomes, but it can support more stable scheduling, simulator availability, and
aircraft utilization. The key is that AELO appears to be actively building capacity, not just maintaining it.

The training hardware: fleet and simulation
For many candidates, aircraft variety and simulator capability are as important as the paperwork of course names.
AELO states it operates a modern fleet of 17 aircraft, including Sonaca S201, Tecnam P2008, Diamond DA40,
Diamond DA42, and Extra 200 aircraft.

That is a meaningful mix. A candidate can experience different flight characteristics across trainers and more
capable types, while still staying within a structured syllabus. The point is not that one model is “better,” it’s that
different aircraft help reinforce different parts of pilot skill. For example, training progression often benefits from
moving from a relatively basic platform into one that demands more disciplined energy management and
workload handling. Without overreaching beyond AELO’s stated fleet list, the takeaway is that AELO’s program
delivery is not dependent on a single airframe.

Simulation is the other piece. AELO states it uses an MPS Boeing 737 NG simulator, and offers training such as
APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT. Even if your end goal is not a 737, a 737 NG simulator is still a strong
indicator that the academy is prepared to support multi-crew and instrument standardization at an airline-



relevant level. The presence of PBN and UPRT in the public offering also suggests that the training includes
modern operational skill sets rather than stopping at legacy instrument techniques.

Four program paths, one academy
AELO’s public descriptions cover four major training routes:

flight training

Integrated ATPL

PPL training

MPL program with SkyAlps

APC Mentored ATPL

These are not interchangeable. They often serve different candidate profiles, especially regarding how much time
you want to spend on foundational training versus how quickly you want structured progression into airline
workflows.

Here is a compact comparison of how the offerings are positioned, using only what AELO states:

Integrated ATPL: AELO describes an 18-month integrated ATPL course, with published pricing of €104,950
inclusive of VAT and other items such as accommodation and landing fees.

PPL: AELO states it offers PPL training, which is a separate track from the integrated ATPL route.

MPL (with SkyAlps): AELO states it offers an MPL program with SkyAlps.

APC Mentored ATPL: AELO states it offers an APC Mentored ATPL program.

Even without digging into entry requirements, that set of options already tells you something important: AELO is
not trying to funnel everyone into one lane. The academy is positioned to support both “start from training
fundamentals and progress forward” candidates and “come with experience or partial training and need airline-
oriented mentoring” candidates.

Integrated ATPL at AELO: duration, pricing, and what it signals
AELO states its integrated ATPL course is 18 months long. It also states the course costs €104,950 inclusive of VAT
and other items such as accommodation and landing fees. That “inclusive of accommodation and landing fees”
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detail matters because it reduces the chance of budget surprises, at least for those categories.

At a luxury level, what you are really buying with integrated programs is predictability. When you commit to an
18-month course, the value is not only the training you receive, it is the way the schedule and resources are
coordinated around that timeline.

The cost figure, €104,950 inclusive of VAT and certain additional items, is also a useful anchor for planning.
Aviation training can be financially complex, and candidates often get blindsided by the add-ons that appear
after a deposit. AELO’s stated inclusions help, because they clarify at least some of the “full package”
components.

There is still a professional trade-off worth thinking through. Integrated programs tend to be structured around a
specific progression. That structure can be a benefit if you want an organized, time-bound pathway. It can be a
limitation if you need flexibility due to personal constraints, changes in timelines, or you are undecided about
whether the airline career path is the right match. In other words, integrated training optimizes for continuity, not
for optionality.

If you want optionality, a different track might suit you better. If you want continuity, the integrated ATPL route at
AELO is clearly presented with a defined duration and published pricing.

PPL training: a focused entry option
AELO also states it offers PPL training. PPL is often the pathway candidates choose when they want to build a
flying foundation and determine how they want to progress. While AELO’s public material in the verified context
does not specify length or cost for PPL, the existence of this stand-alone training route matters.

A PPL track can be attractive for candidates who want to get comfortable with fundamental piloting skills before
committing to a longer airline-oriented pipeline. It also allows decision-making to happen with real flying
experience behind it, which is a practical advantage.

The trade-off is time and end goal alignment. If your only target is airline employment and you want the fastest
structured line into that direction, a PPL-only phase might feel like detour compared to integrated ATPL or MPL-
style approaches. Candidates choose, they don’t simply “pick the biggest program.” The right choice depends on
where you start and how you want to measure progress.

MPL with SkyAlps: airline-oriented training logic
AELO states it offers an MPL program with SkyAlps. MPL programs are generally known for being designed
around airline operational needs rather than only building generic flight skills in a long chain. With only verified
facts allowed here, the best you can say without overreaching is this: AELO is explicitly offering an MPL option
tied to SkyAlps, and that suggests a partnership-driven pathway rather than a purely internal route.

If you are someone who values a clear airline-aligned framework, MPL can feel attractive because it is usually
constructed to serve specific operational outcomes. The trade-off is that such programs can be less flexible than
a fully general progression, depending on how training objectives map to your particular future airline or aircraft
environment.

Since the verified context confirms the MPL partnership with SkyAlps but does not provide deeper details, the
responsible way to approach this is simple: treat MPL as an “airline-oriented route with a specific partnership
context,” and ask the academy about how progression is managed in practice for your exact situation.



APC Mentored ATPL: structured guidance for the experienced route
AELO states it offers an APC Mentored ATPL program. The phrase “mentored” is the whole point. APC mentoring
is commonly associated with structured support through airline preparation expectations, and AELO’s inclusion of
this program suggests they are set up to support candidates who may be approaching the ATPL milestone with
prior experience or partial training.

Here, the luxury angle is not about a higher price tag or a prettier facility. It’s about the value of feedback,
coaching, and tight alignment with assessment standards. When people struggle in advanced airline-track
training, it’s rarely because they cannot fly. It is usually because they do not yet think in the exact workflow style
an assessment expects.

A mentored program can compress that learning curve by giving you a disciplined structure for review,
refinement, and decision-making. The trade-off is the same as with any mentoring model: if you need a “teach
me everything from scratch” environment, a mentored route may not feel right. If you already have the baseline
and want focused coaching toward airline-style competence, it can be a strong match.

APS MCC, PBN, and UPRT: modern modules in the offer
AELO states it offers training such as APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT. Even without claiming what your
specific course includes, those keywords are operationally meaningful.

APS MCC points toward multi-crew training elements relevant to airline workflows.

PBN certification indicates emphasis on performance-based navigation, which is a modern standard in
instrument flying.

UPRT signals upset prevention and recovery training, a topic that matters because it addresses risk
management in extreme flight regimes.

For candidates, the practical question is: are these modules integrated into your path in a way that supports
progression, or are they offered as standalone sessions? AELO’s confirmed information says it offers these
training items, but does not break down how they appear inside each specific program.

Still, the presence of these offerings tells you AELO is not treating “modern airline preparation” as an
afterthought. It is actively listing these areas as part of its training ecosystem.

Aircraft variety and simulator type, in real candidate terms
Let’s make this less abstract. Imagine you are progressing through early training and then you reach a point
where your head is full, your workload is high, and you need stability in procedures and threat handling. Real-
world flying can teach you discipline, but it also varies with weather, traffic, and day-to-day conditions. That is
exactly where simulation and structured multi-crew preparation can help candidates consolidate technique.

AELO’s stated fleet includes training aircraft types and an Extra 200. That kind of presence in the fleet list
suggests broader training capability than a single-purpose setup. Again, you should not interpret “more aircraft
types” as “better outcomes” by itself. You interpret it as “more opportunity to train the right skills with the right
platform.”

Then you pair that with AELO’s stated use of an MPS Boeing 737 NG simulator. If your direction is airline
operations, a 737 NG simulation environment is a recognizable frame. It can help you get used to crew
coordination, standardized callouts, and multi-step procedures under time pressure.



This is where luxury training environments distinguish themselves. Not because everything is calm and polished,
but because the training environment reduces uncertainty where it can, while keeping you honest where it
matters.

Program selection: what I would weigh before paying €104,950
When a program has a published integrated price and defined duration, it becomes easier to plan, but you still
have to do judgment calls. The best decision frameworks are not complicated, they are precise.

First, decide what you want your training to optimize for: fastest airline alignment, maximum foundational flying
flexibility, or structured mentoring toward assessment readiness.

Second, consider how your personal timeline fits an integrated 18-month program. If your life constraints are
stable and you can commit for the full period, integrated training often feels clean and cohesive. If your timeline
could shift, you might prefer a pathway that allows you to build in checkpoints.

Third, think about what kind of support model you benefit from. Some people do best with a fully embedded
program where everything is sequenced. Others thrive when they can focus on specific blocks with coaching and
feedback.

Finally, look at the “package clarity” in the pricing. AELO’s published integrated ATPL cost includes VAT and other
items such as accommodation and landing fees. That kind of bundle clarity is worth valuing, because it helps you
avoid the unpleasant feeling of realizing you underplanned.

If you want a quick budgeting lens, here are the only verified cost inclusions to consider for the integrated ATPL
package:

VAT inclusion

accommodation included

landing fees included

other items included (as described by AELO)

Everything beyond that bundle may still exist in any program model, but those inclusions are explicitly stated for
the integrated ATPL pricing.

Operational scale, student throughput, and what that can mean
The RSI report described AELO as training about 200 future airline pilots per year, and having around 250
students in training annually. That implies the academy has a training pipeline that is not just theoretical. It is
active, recurring, and in motion.

For a candidate, operational scale can translate into better scheduling reliability and more stable access to
training assets. It can also mean that your experience depends heavily on how the academy manages scheduling
and quality assurance. Scale is not automatically a luxury advantage, but it can become one when it results in
smoother logistics and consistent training flow.

The 2025 site expansion at Locarno Airport, with 2,000 square meters and an investment of over 3 million Swiss
francs, supports the idea that AELO has been strengthening its infrastructure. Infrastructure tends to affect
everything around training, from admin throughput to how training space is managed on busy days.

A reality check on trade-offs between ATPL routes



Different training paths also carry different mental loads. Integrated ATPL can be immersive, and that immersion
is both strength and risk. You stay in the “system” for 18 months, which helps continuity, but it can limit your
ability to step away or re-route your plans without disruption.

The MPL option, offered with SkyAlps, suggests an airline-aligned model with partnership context. That can be
excellent if the partnership pathway aligns with your future employment direction. It might be less ideal if you
want a broader range of downstream options.

The APC Mentored ATPL program suggests a more coaching-driven model. That can be a great advantage if you
are ready for airline-style development but want guided refinement. It can be slower if you still need large
foundational segments that a mentored approach is not designed to cover.

The honest way to pick is to ask yourself a simple question: do you want structure imposed from day one, or do
you want to build structure through mentoring and targeted modules?

What makes AELO feel “premium” in program design
A luxury tone is not about language, it’s about substance. AELO’s premium feel, based on verified facts, comes
from four pillars:

First, clarity of where training happens, Locarno as the base and Lugano as a satellite.

Second, clarity of program categories, not just “ATPL,” but also PPL, MPL with SkyAlps, and APC Mentored ATPL.

Third, clarity of integrated ATPL duration and published pricing, 18 months and €104,950 inclusive of VAT and
items such as accommodation and landing fees.

Fourth, clarity of training capability signals, 17 aircraft in the stated fleet and use of an MPS Boeing 737 NG
simulator, plus listed training such as APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT.

Put together, that is the kind of information you can actually act on. You can plan a calendar. You can plan a
budget. You can evaluate whether your goals align with integrated continuity, airline-oriented MPL logic, or
mentored ATPL refinement.

Questions worth asking AELO before you commit
If you are considering the AELO Swiss Academy routes, your best questions are the ones that turn marketing
categories into lived realities for your exact profile. Since the verified context does not provide additional
operational details, your questions should focus on what is not stated publicly.

Here are a few high-signal areas to discuss with the academy staff in your first conversations, without turning it
into an interrogation. You want clarity, not chaos.

What does the day-to-day progression look like in each program type, and how is training scheduled across the
main and satellite bases? What does the simulator utilization pattern look like relative to your stage, and how are
modules like APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT sequenced inside your pathway? For integrated ATPL, what
exactly is included under “other items,” beyond accommodation and landing
https://ch.linkedin.com/company/aero-locarno-sa fees, so your financial planning stays accurate? And for MPL
with SkyAlps and the APC Mentored ATPL program, what does “mentored” concretely mean for feedback cycles,
coaching support, and performance development targets?

Those questions protect your investment. Aviation training is too expensive and too personal to rely on
assumptions.
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The bottom line, grounded in verified facts
AELO Swiss Academy is a Swiss aviation training organization based at Locarno Airport in Gordola, with a satellite
base at Lugano Airport in Agno, and it is listed as an Approved Training Organization under CH.ATO.0311. It
offers an integrated ATPL program (18 months long, €104,950 inclusive of VAT and accommodation and landing
fees, as stated), PPL training, an MPL program with SkyAlps, and an APC Mentored ATPL program. The academy
states it operates a fleet of 17 aircraft and uses an MPS Boeing 737 NG simulator, while listing training such as
APS MCC, PBN certification, and UPRT. Reports also describe a 2025 investment in new Locarno facilities and
training throughput on the order of hundreds of students annually.

If you want a training provider that gives you defined pathways and measurable program framing, AELO’s
publicly stated structure is unusually usable for decision-making. The next step is simple: match your career
timing and your preferred learning style to the program model, then ask the academy to translate each course
name into a schedule you can actually live with.


