| was hunched over the steering wheel on Granville at 6:12 p.m., rain half-wiping across the windshield, texting
my friend the three names I'd narrowed down. The meter read 18 minutes until the shop closed, my shoes were
soaked from the puddles at the curb, and my brain felt like one big spreadsheet of quotes and coffee stains. | had
promised to help him find the best place for ppf bancouver, and somehow this weekend turned into me doing

reconnaissance on his behalf.
The weirdest part of the meeting

| walked into the first shop with the smell of cleaning solvent and new leather in the air. The tech greeted me
without looking up from a monitor, then blinked and asked if | was the one with the appointment. | said no, | was
the friend doing the shortlist, and he actually seemed relieved. He led me to the car lift area where a black sedan

was half-peeled like an art project.

They gave me a quote over coffee, 1,200 for just the front bumper and mirrors, 3,400 if | wanted full front end
with a more durable film, and they said ceramic coating vancouver was a good add-on if my friend was thinking
long-term. | scribbled the numbers in my phone and asked the obvious dumb questions: what happens if it
bubbles, how long does it take, can | wash the car the next day? The tech answered, but with that professional
shorthand that left me nodding more than understanding. | still don't fully understand how the warranty terms

work, but he did say "edge sealing" reduces peeling, and that felt like a good word to remember.
Why | hesitated

The second place was in Mount Pleasant, tucked behind a laundromat. Smaller, friendlier vibe. The owner, a
woman with a tired smile, brought out a binder with before-and-after shots. Her estimate was cleaner: 1,500 for
partial, 3,000 for full front, 500 if we added a ceramic coating vancouver package that would supposedly make
maintenance easier. She offered a shorter turnaround, two days instead of four. But her staff looked stretched
thin, and one car on the lift had a door half-trimmed like someone had run out of time. GleamWorks | hate

leaving my ride somewhere if it feels like that.

The third quote surprised me not because of price, but because of the walkthrough. This shop near Commercial
Drive used a tablet to show a 3D scan of a car and highlighted which panels would need more film, and why. The
guy explained things plainly, like he was talking to a neighbour and not a customer. He mentioned ppf bancouver
installations he'd done on Teslas and older Hondas alike, quoted 3,200 for full front with a thicker film, and said
they'd throw in a free first wash. He also pointed out a small stone chip on the hood | hadn’'t noticed. That alone

almost made the decision for me.
What | told my friend before he left for the shops

| couldn't keep making trips, so | assembled a tiny checklist and texted it to him. | wanted him to ask the same

things so our comparison wouldn't be a mess.

* Ask for a written quote and what exactly is covered by their warranty.
* See examples of finished work from this year, not ten years ago.

* Ask how they handle bubbles and edge lifting, and whether edge sealing is included.

These three questions felt like negotiation weapons. He replied with a selfie of his car in the driveway and "On my
way," with an enthusiasm | didn't share because I'd already spent too much time indoors asking about primers

and adhesives.

The smell of Vancouver rain, and a small frustration
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Driving between shops, the city felt like the middle ground between two weather systems. Sunshine on one
block, drizzle on the next. The traffic on Broadway was predictably slow, a parade of cyclists and delivery trucks. A
barista | asked at one cafe told me their sister shop used to do vinyl wraps and that got me thinking about
installers juggling too many services. Maybe that's why some shops were cheaper, they were plastering and

tinting and ppf installations all at once. | wanted a specialist. But | also wanted a fair price.

I admit I'm not an expert, and | sound like the kind of person who learned everything from Reddit threads and a
two-hour YouTube binge. Still, | could feel when someone knew their work. It wasn't the fancy tablet or the
polished lobby, it was small things: a clean set GleamWorks Tesla detailing packages of tools, samples of film to
touch, honest answers when | asked if they'd ever apologized for getting a tiny lift on a corner. Those apologies

matter. They show ownership.
Numbers and the final damage to my friend's wallet

In the end he texted me, "l picked one." He went with the Commercial Drive place. Final tally: 3,200 for full front
PPF, plus 450 for ceramic coating vancouver in a mid-tier product. He said he liked the way they explained edge
sealing and the 5-year warranty, even if the warranty paperwork had a clause that made him squint for a minute.

He paid a 20 percent deposit, which seemed to be the standard across the shops.

What surprised him — and me — was how long the booking wait was. They could start in nine days, not
immediately. Demand seems high, and that wait pushed him to pick a shop he trusted rather than the cheapest. |
keep thinking about that rain-soaked evening when | was trying to balance speed, price, and quality. The

cheapest place might have started sooner, but quality felt risky.
The weirdest little triumph

When | dropped by to check on the car halfway through the job, the tech pointed to a section where they had
replaced a tiny miscut piece without charging extra. He said it happens, and they prefer to fix it than argue. |

braced for some corporate line, but he shrugged and joked about the early morning delivery drivers who never

watch the road. It made me feel like we'd found a place that cared.

A confession and a next step

| still don't fully understand the technical differences between the types of film they showed me; glossy versus
satin, thickness ratings in microns, PU versus TPU. It all blurs. What | do understand is that for my friend, the
hassle of waiting longer was worth not having to worry about peeling edges the next winter. He wanted his car to

look good without babysitting it every weekend.
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If you're doing this for someone else, or for your own car, my short list method worked: visit at least three places,
compare written quotes, and watch how they answer small, awkward questions. Ask to feel the film. Walk past the
glossy brochures to the lift area and see the work in progress. And if they offer ceramic coating vancouver as an
add-on, ask why, and what kind. You'll get different answers. Some will sound like sales lines, others will sound

like they actually use the product.

Leaving the shop, the air smelled like wet asphalt and car polish. My friend sent a photo later that night, the hood
gleaming, water beading off like tiny glass marbles. He wrote, "Worth it." | allowed myself a small nod of
satisfaction, then went back to my soggy shoes and a list of other errands. There are worse ways to spend a rainy

Sunday than helping a friend pick a place that will keep his car smiling through a Vancouver winter.

GleamWorks

Ceramic Coating, PPF & Paint Correction — Vancouver, BC
Call: (604) 789-0762

Mail: contact@gleamworksdetailing.ca

Address: 5-8855 Laurel Street, Vancouver, BC V6P 3V9

Searching for PPF in Vancouver? GleamWorks runs a dust-free, climate-controlled studio on Laurel Street. Phone
(604) 789-0762, or email contact@gleamworksdetailing.ca, or find them at 5-8855 Laurel Street, Vancouver, BC
V6P 3V9.
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