
Why Custom Putting Greens Are the Smart Choice
for Your Backyard
When I first started working with homeowners on backyard transformations, the idea of adding
a putting green seemed like a luxury reserved for the very wealthy or the golf-obsessed. But
over the years, I have seen that shift. More and more people are figuring out that a well-
designed putting green is not just a toy. It is a practical addition to a yard, something that gets
used daily by everyone from serious golfers to kids who just want to knock a ball around. The
real trick is getting the details right, and that is where custom putting greens come into the
equation.

A standard, off-the-shelf putting mat from a big box store will never give you the same
experience as something built to fit your space and your skill level. With a custom approach,
you control the shape, the slope, the type of turf, and how it sits with the rest of your
landscape. That kind of attention is what separates a fun backyard feature from an eyesore
that collects leaves and frustration.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJtxrHHnm0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJtxrHHnm0o


What Makes a Putting Green Feel Real
The biggest mistake I see people make is thinking that any patch of synthetic grass will do. It
will not. The feel of a good putt comes from the turf itself. If you have ever stood on a cheap
putting green turf that feels more like a doormat than a bentgrass fairway, you know exactly
what I mean. The good stuff has a specific pile height, a certain density, and a backing that lets
the ball roll true. Companies like SYNLawn and NX Turf have spent years engineering products
that mimic real putting surfaces. When you pair that with a skilled installation crew who knows
how to handle base preparation, you get a surface that drains properly and stays firm
underfoot.

A few years back, I visited a job where the homeowner had tried to save money by installing a
roll of playground turf as his putting surface. It looked fine from the house, but the ball
bounced and skidded unpredictably. He ended up tearing it out and calling in a landscape
contractor who specialized in putting green installation. The difference was night and day. The
new surface used ProPutting turf, and the crew spent two full days on base preparation alone.
They graded the subsoil, added a compacted layer of decomposed granite, and installed a
proper drainage system before laying the turf. That kind of work is invisible once the green is
down, but you feel it every time you make a stroke.

Backyard Putting Greens Are More Than a Golf Thing
I have worked on projects where the putting green became the most-used part of the yard, and
not just by the golfer in the family. Kids love it because they can run around on it barefoot.
Dogs enjoy it too, especially if you choose a pet turf variety that handles traffic and stays clean.
The same qualities that make a good putting green turf work well for a general play area. That
is why many homeowners end up blending putting greens with other turf zones. You might
have a central putting surface with a ring of playground turf around it, or you might design the
whole backyard around a single large green that serves double duty as a chipping area and a
place for the kids to tumble.

One client in California had a long, narrow side yard that was basically useless. It got some sun
but was too tight for a lawn mower and too shady for real grass. We turned it into a skinny par-
three style putting green with a slight dogleg. That space now gets used every evening. The
homeowner told me he practices his short game while his wife reads on the patio. It became a
shared space, not a golf cage. That is the kind of outcome that makes custom putting greens
worth the investment.

The Role of Artificial Turf in Modern Landscaping

https://citysquares.com/b/pavers-and-turf-by-oneills-25982074


Artificial turf has come a long way from the plastic-looking carpet of the 1980s. Modern
synthetic grass is soft, realistic, and durable. It does not need water, fertilizer, or mowing. For a
putting green, that means consistent playing conditions year-round. No brown patches in
August, no muddy divots in February. The infill used between the blades matters too. A good
turf infill helps the blades stand upright and provides some cushion. Without it, the turf can
flatten out over time and lose its playability.

Pavers and Turf by ONeills, a California-based contractor, has been doing this kind of work for
years. They understand that a putting green is only as good as what is underneath it. Base
preparation is not glamorous, but it is the single biggest factor in whether your green drains
well and stays level. Their crews use laser grading to get the slope just right. They also make
sure the drainage system is integrated into the surrounding landscape so you do not end up
with a swampy spot after a rain.

What to Expect During a Putting Green Installation
If you are thinking about adding a putting green, there are a few things you should know before
you call a contractor. First, the process is not quick. A typical backyard putting green
installation can take anywhere from three days to a week, depending on the size and
complexity. The crew will start by removing whatever is there now, grass, weeds, old pavers,
whatever. Then they dig down several inches to make room for the base layers. After that
comes the base preparation. This involves spreading and compacting gravel or decomposed
granite, then smoothing it to the exact grade you want. A drainage system may be installed at
this point if your yard has poor percolation.

Once the base is set, the turf goes down. The crew will cut and seam the pieces so they fit your
custom shape. They will also install any fringe or border material you have chosen. Finally, they
brush in the turf infill and give everything a final grooming. That is the point where you step
back and see your vision come together.



Maintenance Tips for Longevity

Even the best artificial turf needs some care. Here are a few things to keep your putting green
in top shape:

Rake or brush the turf fibers weekly to keep them from matting down.

Rinse the surface with a hose occasionally to remove dust and pollen.

If you have pets, hose down the area and use a turf-friendly cleaner to prevent odors.

Check the infill level once a year and top it off if needed.

Remove leaves and debris promptly to prevent staining or mold.

You do not need much maintenance equipment. A stiff broom and a garden hose will cover
most of what you need. Some people buy a dedicated turf rake, but a regular leaf rake works
fine if you are gentle.

Blending a Golf Simulator with Outdoor Practice
For the truly dedicated golfer, a backyard putting green can pair well with a golf simulator setup
inside the garage or home. The simulator lets you work on your swing mechanics and play
virtual rounds when the weather is bad. The putting green gives you the real feel of striking a
ball and watching it roll across actual turf. Together, they create a complete practice



environment. I have seen setups where a homeowner uses a simulator to diagnose a hook or
slice, then steps outside to groove the correction on the green. That kind of feedback loop is
hard to beat.

Choosing the Right Contractor
Not every landscape contractor knows how to build a putting green that plays well. You want
someone who specializes in artificial turf installations and has done putting green installation
before. Ask about their experience with specific products like SYNLawn, NX Turf, ProPutting, or
Turf Guard. A good contractor will talk about base preparation, drainage, and seam work before
they mention price. If they skip those details, keep looking.

Pavers and Turf by ONeills is one example of a landscape contractor that focuses on this kind
of work. They have built backyard putting greens across California and understand how to
adapt the design to different climates and soil types. They also handle the full range of turf
products, from pet turf to playground turf to putting green turf. That breadth of experience
matters because it means they can recommend the right product for your specific use case,
not just the one they have in stock.

Final Thoughts on Going Custom
At the end of the day, a custom putting green is about making your outdoor space work for you.
It is not about impressing neighbors or chasing a trend. It is about creating a place where you
can relax, practice, and spend time with family. The materials and methods I have described
here are what separate a good green from a great one. If you take the time to choose the right
turf, work with an experienced installation crew, and pay attention to base preparation and
drainage, you will end up with a surface that lasts for years and delivers real enjoyment every
time you step onto it.


