Look Closely At The Glass First

Hail damage does not always announce itself with a clean crack or a missing pane. In Dallas, TX, a storm can
leave behind small chips, bruised glass, weak seals, and damage that only becomes obvious after the weather

clears.

The first place to look is the glass surface itself. Walk up to each window in daylight and scan for tiny impact
points, star-shaped chips, or short cracks radiating from one spot. If you notice a white or frosted mark where the

hail struck, that can mean the outer surface took a direct hit.

If the storm was severe, check whether the glass still feels uniform when you run your eyes across it. A damaged
pane may show tiny pits that catch the light at certain angles. On double-pane units, the outer lite can take the

hit while the inner pane stays intact, so a window can look passable from inside and still need repair.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

How To Tell The Window Has Structural Damage

Some hail damage stays on the surface. Other times, the strike weakens the glass enough that the failure shows
up later as a larger crack, fog between panes, or a draft that was not there before. That is why the whole

assembly matters, not just the face of the glass.
Here are the warning signs that usually deserve a closer look:
A crack that begins at a visible chip or impact point

® Fog or moisture between double panes

Fogging between panes is a strong clue that the seal has failed. At that point, wiping the glass from inside or

outside will not clear the condensation, because the moisture is trapped in the insulated space.

Even small chips can matter. Once glass has been hit, later expansion, contraction, or normal house movement

can turn that weak point into a larger break.

A Full Inspection Should Include The Whole Window

The glass is only part of the story. Hail can dent metal cladding, split trim, crack vinyl components, and disturb
the seal between the window and the wall opening. That kind of damage can create leaks even if the glass itself

still looks okay.

Look for chipped corners, bent tracks, separation at the caulk line, or parts that no longer sit flush. On double-
hung and slider windows, check whether the sash moves the same way it did before the storm. If the window

suddenly drags or will not lock correctly, the impact may have shifted the components enough to affect function.

The visible break is not the only concern. A window with hidden damage may still be letting in air or moisture

long before the problem becomes obvious.

The Practical Next Steps After A Hailstorm

Before fixing anything, record the damage. Good photos make a big difference if you need to talk to an adjuster

or compare the problem across several windows.



Insurance questions come up quickly after a hailstorm. Whether hail damage can be covered by insurance for
window replacement in Dallas depends on the policy, the cause of the damage, and how the claim is
documented. If the storm clearly damaged the unit, the repair path is usually more straightforward than if the

issue looks like old wear or prior seal failure.

A shattered pane normally means replacement, while minor chips may sometimes be addressed differently
depending on the window type and the extent of the damage. If the unit fogs between panes or the seal is gone,

replacement is usually the smarter route.

Window age matters. If the unit was already aging, hail damage may be the event that exposes a larger problem.
At that point, homeowners often start weighing the cost Dallas window installation of a single repair against the

value of replacing several weak windows at once.

When To Bring In A Pro

Local conditions make inspection especially important in Dallas. Hail can be the trigger, but heat and weather

swings often determine whether the damage stays small or gets worse.

If you live in an older home, or if the windows have already started fogging, sticking, or leaking air, a post-storm
inspection becomes even more important. In those cases, hail may not be the only issue, but it can still be the

event that exposes a weak point you were already living with.

Professional help makes sense when the damage is more than minor. If the window is cracked, fogged, or

leaking, an experienced inspector can confirm what actually failed and what needs to happen next.
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