You've settled on a fighter. You've watched the tape, checked the matchup, and decided the moneyline is worth a
bet. Then you see the same fighter at two sportsbooks: -150 at one, -135 at another. That gap can look minor on

a screen. In your account, it means getting paid less for making the same wager on the same outcome.

That's what “same fighter, same fight, less return” means. It's not a prediction about who wins. It's a price
comparison—and over time, price is one of the few parts of betting you can control. This odds shopping example
shows how the difference works in dollars, how to account for implied probability and vig, and when the best

decision is to pass.

The Odds Shopping Example: A $100 Moneyline Bet

Imagine Fighter A is available at -150 at Book One and -135 at Book Two. You bet $100 on either line. Both prices

are on the same fighter in the same bout, but they pay different amounts if Fighter A wins.

Price on Fighter A Implied probability Profit on a $100 win Total returned on a win -150 60.00% $66.67 $166.67
-135 57.45% $74.07 $174.07

At -150, a winning $100 bet earns about $66.67 in profit. At -135, that same winning bet earns about $74.07.
The profit difference is roughly $7.40 per $100 wagered. The total return includes your original $100 stake; the

profit is what you keep above that stake.

Scale the bet to $500 and the gap becomes about $37.04 in profit if the fighter wins. The fighter hasn’t changed.
Your analysis hasn't changed. The payout has. That's the practical value of an odds shopping example: it turns a

line comparison into money you can actually picture.

Value Betting Is Not the Same as Picking Winners

Picking the fighter you think will win is only half the question. Value betting asks whether the price is good enough
for the probability of that outcome. A fighter can win and still have been a poor bet at the number you took. A

fighter can lose and still have been a reasonable bet if the price offered value based on your estimate.
For a negative American moneyline, the basic implied probability calculation is:
Implied probability = odds + (odds + 100)

Use the absolute value of the negative odds. At -150, the calculation is 150 + 250, or 60%. At -135, it's 135 +
235, or about 57.45%. In plain terms, the -150 price requires Fighter A to win more often just to break even over

repeated bets than the -135 price does.

Those percentages are the break-even rates before considering the sportsbook’s margin. They aren't a clean
forecast of the fighter's actual chance to win. Sportsbook prices generally include vig—the built-in cost of placing a
https://www.lowkickmma.com/ufc-331-odds-how-to-bet-joshua-van-vs-alexandre-pantoja-and-arman-

tsarukyan-vs-mauricio-ruffy/ bet. On a two-way market, both sides’ implied probabilities can add up to more than

100%. That excess is one way to see the book’s margin.

What the Price Does to Expected Value

Say your own careful estimate gives Fighter A a 58% chance to win. That number is not a fact; it's a judgment
based on the matchup, available information, and the uncertainty of MMA. Still, it lets us illustrate why price

matters.



* At-150, a $100 bet wins $66.67 in profit 58% of the time and loses $100 42% of the time. The estimated

average result is about -$3.33 per bet.

* At-135,a $100 bet wins $74.07 in profit 58% of the time and loses $100 42% of the time. The estimated

average result is about +$0.96 per bet.

That's a swing of about $4.29 in estimated value per $100 wagered, based solely on the price in this simplified
example. It does not mean -135 is a guaranteed winner or that a 58% estimate is precise. It shows why “I like this
fighter” is not enough. The same opinion can support a bet at one price and a pass—or even a bad bet—at

another.

Line Comparison: The Routine That Protects Your Price

A line comparison means checking more than one available sportsbook before placing a wager. If one book has
-150 and another has -135 on the same moneyline, the better payout is at -135. If you place the bet at -150

without checking, you have accepted a worse price for no matchup-related reason.

That doesn't mean every number shown is available to every customer or that every operator has the same limits,
rules, or account access. Verify the current odds, the market, and the terms before you bet. The bout and market

must match: a moneyline is not the same as a method-of-victory prop, a round total, or a different bout listing.

Resources such as LowKickMMA can help readers follow MMA coverage and betting-related context, while
TheRX's offshore sportsbook guide is a reference point for researching offshore-book considerations. Neither
replaces checking the actual price, local rules, withdrawal terms, and operator reputation for yourself. A displayed

number only matters if you can place the bet under terms you understand.



Vig: The Small Cost That Compounds

Vig is easy to overlook because it is baked into the odds. But taking a worse number repeatedly is a recurring cost.
In the example above, the -150 line asks for a 60% win rate to break even, while -135 asks for about 57.45%,

before accounting for the full market margin. That difference can be meaningful across a season of bets.

For a quick two-way market check, convert both sides to implied probability and add them. If one side is -150 and
the other is +130, the raw implied probabilities are 60% and about 43.48%, totaling 103.48%. The amount above
100% is an approximate view of the overround, not a direct statement of the book’s exact profit on that fight.

More importantly for your bet, it shows that the listed prices include a margin.

Odds shopping can reduce the price you pay, but it cannot remove all uncertainty or guarantee an edge. A better
price improves the terms of your wager; it doesn't make an inaccurate read accurate.

Line Movement: Signal, Not a Verdict

Lines move. A fighter may open at -125 and reach -150 by fight week. That movement could reflect respected
money, public action, new information, or a book adjusting to its own risk. It can be useful context, but movement
does not prove who will win. Treating a move as a guaranteed outcome is just another way of betting a story

instead of a number.

Keep a simple running note of the opening line and the fight-week line. Record the date, sportsbook, side, and
price. If you first saw Fighter A at -125 and now find -150, you can see how much of the price has changed—and
compare it with the best current offer elsewhere. The question is not simply “"Which way did the line move?” It is

“What price can | get now, and does my estimate still justify it?"

If the market has moved against you, don't chase the old number. It may be gone. Reassess using the current
price rather than treating the opener as an entitlement. If the market has moved toward your side, that still
doesn’'t mean you need to bet. A line can move for reasons you can't confidently identify, and a favorable move

doesn't erase a poor price.

Moneyline Discipline: When to Bet and When to Pass



Moneyline betting is straightforward in format: choose the fighter to win. It isn't straightforward in price. Before
wagering, decide what probability you assign to the fighter, compare it with the price, and check whether the
available number leaves enough room for uncertainty. If you can't make a credible probability estimate, don't

disguise a hunch as precision.

1. Set your estimate first. Write down your rough win probability before looking for a justification after the

fact.

2. Convert the offered odds. Know the break-even implied probability and remember it includes the book’s

margin.
3. Compare prices. Check multiple books for the same market and confirm the line is still available.

4. Account for uncertainty. MMA has meaningful variance: one exchange, injury, cut, or stoppage can decide a

fight. Avoid treating a narrow estimated edge as certainty.

5. Pass when the number is wrong. A fighter you like is not automatically a bet at every price.

Passing is a legitimate outcome. If your estimate says a fighter is worth backing only at -130, and the best
available price is -155, you don't have to force action. There will be another card. "I want to watch the fight with a

bet” is not a value argument.

Don’t Let a Better Line Turn Into a Bigger Mistake

Finding -135 instead of -150 improves the return, but it doesn't justify raising your stake. Keep bet size tied to a
sensible bankroll plan, not the excitement of spotting a better number. A small price edge can still lose, and even a
strong favorite can get caught. Parlays built around huge favorites can hide substantial variance behind a tidy-

looking payout; adding legs doesn’t make each outcome more dependable.

Also, don't overreact to one weird stoppage or a single result. One fight is a small sample, and MMA outcomes
can be unusually abrupt. Track decisions over many bets, including the odds you took, rather than grading your

process only by whether the fighter won on Saturday.

The Real-Dollar Takeaway

At -150 versus -135, a $100 winning bet returns about $7.40 more profit at the better price. At $500, it's about
$37.04. The numbers are simple; the habit is what matters. Convert the odds to implied probability, account for
vig, compare the same market across books, and judge the price against your own estimate—not just your

preferred fighter.

That is “same fighter, same fight, less return” in real dollars. The bet can still lose at the better price, and the line
move can't tell you the result in advance. But you don't need to give away extra return by skipping a line
comparison. Bet only when the number makes sense, size the wager responsibly, and be comfortable passing

when it doesn't.



