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How to Get a Polish Driving License: The Ultimate Guide for Expats
and Residents
Getting a driving license in Poland can appear like an overwhelming job, specifically with the bureaucratic
obstacles and language barriers. Nevertheless, holding a Polish driving license-- or exchanging a foreign one for
a Polish equivalent-- is essential for anyone planning long-lasting residency and desiring the supreme liberty of
the open road.

Whether a person is starting from scratch or merely converting an existing license, understanding the procedure
is the key to success. This thorough guide breaks down whatever one requires to learn about getting a Polish
driving license, classified by residency status, screening requirements, and detailed treatments.

1. Do You Need a Polish Driving License?
Before diving into the procedure, it is important to figure out whether a new license is even required. Poland
belongs to the European Union (EU) and the European Economic Area (EEA), which greatly dictates the guidelines
of license recognition.

EU/EEA License Holders: Individuals holding a legitimate driving license issued by an EU or EEA member
state can lawfully drive in Poland until their license expires. There is no strict legal commitment to exchange
it, though it can be done willingly.

Non-EU/EEA License Holders: Drivers from outside the EU/EEA (e.g., the US, UK, Canada, Australia) can
normally utilize their national license together with an International Driving Permit (IDP) for as much as 185
days after taking up residency in Poland. After this 185-day duration, a Polish driving license is legally
needed.

2. The PKK Number: Your First Official Step
No matter the pathway chosen, every applicant needs to acquire a PKK number ( Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę
or Driver Candidate Profile). Believe of this as a distinct administrative ID number used to track a person's
development through medical examinations, courses, and state examinations.

How to get a PKK:

1. Medical Examination: Visit an authorized occupational doctor ( lekarz uprawniony do badań kierowców) for
a quick check-up (eyes, general health). The basic cost is approximately 200 PLN.

2. Picture: Bring one current passport-sized photo (3.5 x 4.5 cm).

3. Application Form: Fill out the PKK application type at the local district workplace ( Urząd Dzielnicy or
Starostwo Powiatowe).

4. Evidence of Residency: Present a passport, legitimate visa, house card ( Karta Pobytu), and verification of
address registration ( Zameldowanie).

3. Course A: Exchanging a Foreign License

https://kartaxpresspoland.com/


For many expats, the easiest path is converting their non-EU/EEA license into a Polish one. However, Poland only
permits this for countries that are signatories to the 1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic.

If the issuing nation signed the Vienna Convention, the exchange procedure is reasonably simple. If not, the
candidate should normally take the full Polish driving course and exams from scratch.

Requirements for License Exchange:

Completed application kind.

Present foreign driving license (which will be confiscated and returned to the issuing country).

Qualified Polish translation of the foreign driving license (unless it is an EU format).

Residence permit and evidence of address.

Medical certificate.

Payment verification (approx. 100-- 150 PLN).

Keep in mind: In many cases including Vienna Convention nations, no tests are required for a basic Category B (cars
and truck) license. Nevertheless, regional authorities maintain the right to test applicants if doubts occur.

4. Course B: Getting a License from Scratch
For those who have never held a license-- or whose kupić prawo jazdy foreign licenses can not be directly
exchanged-- the journey needs completing a qualified training program and passing two state evaluations.

Step 1: State-Approved Driving Course ( Kurs Nauki Jazdy)

An applicant needs to enroll in a state-approved driving school ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców or OSK).

Theory: Minimum 30 hours of classroom guideline covering traffic laws, roadway indications, and first help.
(Many schools offer English-language choices, though examinations remain in Polish, English, or German).

Practical Training: Minimum 30 hours behind the wheel with an instructor.

Action 2: Passing the State Exams

Once training is complete, the driving school updates the applicant's PKK profile, and the person can book
examinations at the local traffic center ( WORD - Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego).

1. Theoretical Exam: A 35-question computer test. A passing score requires 68 out of 74 points.

2. Practical Exam: Divided into two parts:

Maneuvers (Plac): Checking vehicle fluids, lights, starting on a hill, and reverse parking/slaloming.

City Driving: Driving in real traffic conditions for at least 40-50 minutes, following the examiner's
directions.

Summary of Costs and Timeframes
The time and money required to protect a Polish driving license vary depending on the selected route. Below is a
breakdown to assist applicants budget plan accordingly.

Pathway Estimated Cost (PLN) Timeframe Testing Required? EU/EEA License Use Free Immediate No License
Exchange (Vienna Conv.) 150-- 300 PLN 2-- 4 weeks Normally No Full Process (From Scratch) 3,000-- 4,500
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PLN 2-- 4 months Yes (Theory & & Practical)

Cost breakdown for the full process generally includes: Medical exam (200 PLN), Driving school course (2,500 -
3,500 PLN), State test charges (~ 200 PLN), and License production charge (100.50 PLN).

5. Tips for Non-Polish Speakers
Language barriers can make the process intimidating, however browsing the Polish bureaucratic system is
completely possible with the right preparation:

Seek English-Friendly Schools: In significant Polish cities like Warsaw, Kraków, Wrocław, and Gdańsk,
numerous driving schools specialize in mentor expats. They use English course products and instructors who
speak proficient English.

Language Assistance at WORD: For the official state theory exam, applicants can ask for to take it in English
or German. For the practical driving test, non-Polish speakers are legally allowed to bring a certified sworn
translator ( tłumac przysięgły) into the vehicle at their own expenditure.

Official Translation Services: Ensure that any foreign documents (like driving history records or existing
licenses) are equated by an official Polish sworn translator, as local offices ( Urząd) will reject uncertified
translations.

Obtaining a Polish driving license requires perseverance, documentation, and preparation. Whether navigating
the easy administrative actions of a foreign license exchange or committing to lots of hours of driving lessons to
pass the WORD assessments, the reward is well worth the effort.

By securing a PKK number early, ensuring all residency files depend on date, and selecting the right path based
on previous driving experience, getting behind the wheel in Poland can be a smooth and effective journey.


