
Why DaVinci Roofing Is Gaining Traction in Austin:
A Look at Synthetic Slate and Shake
If you have been paying attention to residential roofing in Austin TX over the last few years, you
have probably noticed a shift. More homeowners are moving away from traditional asphalt
shingles and standing-seam metal toward synthetic slate and shake products. The biggest
name in that category right now is DaVinci Roofscapes, and the reason is not just looks. It is
performance, longevity, and the fact that a good roofing contractor can install it with fewer
callbacks and less worry about hail damage.

I have been involved in Texas roofing for long enough to remember when synthetic roofing
meant cheap plastic tiles that faded in two summers. That reputation is gone. Modern
materials like DaVinci synthetic slate and DaVinci synthetic shake are engineered polymers
that hold color, resist impact, and carry warranties that match or exceed the life of a typical
mortgage. The Class 4 impact rating on DaVinci products is a concrete measure of that
toughness. It means the material can withstand a 2-inch steel ball dropped from 20 feet
without cracking or breaking. In a state where hailstorms can total a roof in minutes, that rating
matters.

One of the more common questions I get from homeowners is whether synthetic slate looks
fake next to real quarried slate. The honest answer is that it depends on the product line and
the installation. DaVinci synthetic slate has a textured surface and irregular edges that mimic
natural slate closely. From the street, even a trained eye has to look closely to tell the
difference. The trade-off is weight. Real slate is heavy and requires reinforced framing.
Synthetic slate weighs a fraction of that, which means it can go over existing roof decks
without structural upgrades in most cases. That alone can save thousands on a reroof project.

The Warranty Factor and What It Means
A 50-year warranty sounds impressive, and it is, but you have to read the fine print. DaVinci
offers a transferable 50-year warranty on its synthetic slate and shake products. That means if
you sell your house in year 15, the new owner gets the remaining coverage. That is a strong
selling point if you are thinking about resale value. However, the warranty only stands if the
product is installed by an authorized installer. That is where the connection to a specific
roofing contractor becomes important. If you hire a general handyman or a crew that does not
have the manufacturer certification, you void the coverage.

Austin Roofing Company DaVinci roofing installations are handled by crews who have been
trained directly by DaVinci Roofscapes. That certification is not just a piece of paper. It means
the installers know the specific fastening patterns, overlap requirements, and flashing details
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that keep the roof watertight and eligible for the full warranty. I have seen roofs installed by
uncertified crews that looked fine for two years and then started leaking at the valleys because
they used the wrong nail spacing. The savings upfront were eaten by repairs later.

Another detail that gets overlooked is the ventilation requirement. Synthetic slate and shake
need proper air flow underneath to prevent heat buildup and premature aging. DaVinci
specifies a minimum air gap and vented ridge caps. A seasoned roofing contractor will know
that, but a less experienced crew might skip it if the homeowner is not paying attention. The
authorized installer status ensures that the person on your roof has been through the
manufacturer's training and knows these details.

Synthetic Slate vs. Synthetic Shake: Which One Fits Your House?
DaVinci makes both slate and shake profiles, and the choice often comes down to the
architectural style of the home. Synthetic slate mimics the flat, layered look of natural stone. It
works well on Craftsman, Tudor, and contemporary homes where the roof has a clean,
geometric line. Synthetic shake, on the other hand, has a more rustic, hand-split appearance. It
suits ranch-style houses, log cabins, and homes with a lot of stone or wood on the exterior.

Both products carry the same Class 4 impact rating and the same 50-year warranty. The
difference is purely aesthetic. That said, I have seen homeowners try to mix the two profiles on
the same roof, which usually looks awkward. Pick one profile and run it across the whole
structure. If you have a detached garage or a porch that is separate from the main house, you
could use a different profile there, but on the main roof, consistency looks better.

Cost is another factor. Synthetic shake tends to be a little more expensive per square foot than
synthetic slate because the manufacturing process for the shake profile is slightly more
involved. The difference is not huge, maybe 10 to 15 percent, but it adds up on a large roof. Get
a quote for both before you decide. Some roofing contractors will give you a price for slate and
then quote shake as a separate line item so you can compare.

When you work with an authorized installer like the one behind Austin Roofing Company
DaVinci roofing, you get access to the full range of DaVinci colors and profiles. The
manufacturer provides color-matching accessories like ridge caps, hip pieces, and pipe
flashings that match the main tile. That might sound minor, but mismatched flashings are a
dead giveaway of a cheap install. A good contractor will order all the accessories at the same
time to ensure the batch colors match.

What Class 4 Impact Rating Actually Means on a Texas Roof
The Class 4 impact rating is not just a marketing number. It comes from ASTM testing
standards that simulate hail impact. A Class 4 rating means the material can resist the impact



of a 2-inch diameter steel ball dropped from 20 feet without cracking. In real terms, that
translates to surviving hailstones up to about 2 inches in diameter, which covers the majority of
storms in Central Texas. Obviously, nothing is indestructible. A direct hit from a baseball-sized
hailstone can damage any roof covering. But with Class 4, you are much less likely to see
cosmetic cracks or granule loss after a moderate storm.

One thing I have noticed over the years is that homeowners often confuse impact rating with
wind rating. DaVinci synthetic slate and shake are also tested for uplift resistance. They have a
wind rating that goes up to 110 mph when installed per the manufacturer's specifications. That
covers most of the wind events we see in Austin, excluding the rare EF2 or higher tornado. If
you live in an area that is prone to straight-line winds, make sure your contractor uses the extra
fasteners that DaVinci recommends for high-wind zones.

I have seen roofs with DaVinci synthetic slate that went through a 2018 hailstorm in North
Austin with no visible damage. The same storm shredded composition shingles on the
neighbor's house. That kind of real-world performance is why synthetic roofing has become the
go-to for homeowners who plan to stay in their house for more than a decade.

Maintenance and Long-Term Care
One of the selling points of DaVinci products is low maintenance. Unlike wood shakes that
need periodic treatment, or metal roofs that need painting, synthetic slate and shake are
essentially self-cleaning. Rain washes away dust and pollen. The color is molded into the
material, not painted on top, so it does not fade or peel. That said, you still need to keep gutters
clean and trim overhanging branches. Falling limbs can crack any roofing material, and moss
can grow on any roof in shaded areas. A quick annual inspection is enough to catch small
issues before they become leaks.

The roof warranty from DaVinci covers manufacturing defects, but it does not cover damage
from tree limbs, lightning, or improper maintenance. That is standard for any roofing warranty.
Your homeowners insurance covers the rest. The 50-year warranty is a material warranty, not a
workmanship warranty. The workmanship is covered by the roofing contractor. That is another
reason to choose an established company with a track record. If the installation has a problem,
you want someone who will be around in 10 years to fix it.

Austin Roofing Company DaVinci roofing installations come with the company's own
workmanship warranty on top of the manufacturer's material warranty. That double layer of
protection is worth paying attention to. If a leak develops because a nail was driven too deep or
a flashing was not sealed properly, the contractor fixes it, not the manufacturer.



In the end, choosing a synthetic slate or shake roof is a long-term decision. It costs more
upfront than asphalt shingles, but the combination of Class 4 impact rating, 50-year warranty,
and low maintenance makes it a solid investment for a home you plan to keep. The key is
finding a roofing contractor who is both skilled and authorized by the manufacturer. That
combination is not as common as you might think. When you find it, you have a roof that will
outlast your mortgage and probably your next one too.


