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Driving License Application Poland: The Ultimate Step-by-Step Guide

Securing a driving license in Poland ( Prawo Jazdy) is a structured procedure that opens immense liberty, whether
for browsing dynamic city streets or exploring the stunning Polish countryside. For both Polish citizens and

foreign residents, getting a license requires browsing a specific administrative pathway.

While the system is known for being extensive and well-organized, it can feel daunting for newbies. This
thorough guide breaks down everything an applicant needs to understand about the driving license application

procedure in Poland, from initial paperwork to passing the last state test.

1. Who Can Apply for a Driving License in Poland?

Before leaping into the paperwork, applicants should guarantee they satisfy the legal residency and age

requirements set by Polish law.

* Residency Requirement: Foreign nationals must live in Poland for a minimum of 185 days per year due to
either short-lived or long-term home permits, or hold a legitimate student status (minimum 6 months of

studies).

* Age Requirements: The minimum age depends on the lorry category. For a basic cars and truck (Category
B), the candidate needs to be at least 18 years of ages (though training can start 3 months prior to turning
18).

2. Step-by-Step Application Process

The journey to getting a Polish driving license follows a stringent sequence. Missing a single action can trigger

aggravating delays.

Action A: Obtain a PESEL Number and Medical Check

Every candidate needs to have a Polish PESEL number (Personal Identification Number). As soon as acquired, the
applicant must go to an authorized occupational medicine physician for a brief medical evaluation. The physician

checks eyesight, hearing, and basic health to provide a medical certificate confirming physical fitness to drive.

Action B: Get a Profil Kandydata na Kierowce (PKK)

The PKK (Driver Candidate Profile) is an electronic recognition number needed before beginning any driving
lessons. To get a PKK, the applicant should submit particular files to the regional district workplace ( Starostostwo

Powiatowe, City Hall Urzgd Miasta, or District Office Urzgd Dzielnicy in Warsaw).
Required Documents for PKK:

e Completed application (available at the office or online).
* The medical certificate (Step A).

® One recent photo (3.5 cm x 4.5 cm).

e Valid ID (Passport or Residence Card Karta Pobytu).

® \Verification of legal house in Poland (e.g., lease agreement, trainee ID, or house authorization).



Step C: Complete State-Approved Training

With the PKK number in hand, the applicant enrolls in a state-approved driving school ( Osrodek Szkolenia

Kierowcéw - OSK). For a basic Category B license, the standard course includes:

* 30 hours of theoretical classes (traffic rules, emergency treatment, mechanics).

* 30 hours of useful driving lessons behind the wheel with an instructor.

Note: While theoretical classes can frequently be finished in English or via self-study (with the test taken in English
or Polish), practical lessons are normally conducted in Polish unless the candidate discovers a customized

multilingual trainer.

Step D: Pass the Internal Exams

Upon finishing the course, the driving school administers internal theoretical and practical tests. Passing these is

mandatory to unlock the main state exams.

3. Introduction of Driving License Categories in Poland

Poland aligns its license categories with European Union standards. The table listed below outlines the most

typical categories, minimum age requirements, and what cars they permit you to drive.

Category Minimum Age Description/ Vehicles Permitted AM 14 years Mopeds and light quad bikes (design
speed not going beyond 45 km/h). A1 16 years Bikes with engine capability approximately 125 cm * and power
approximately 11 kW. A2 18 years Motorcycles with power up to 35 kW. A 24 years (or 20 if holding A2 for 2
years) All motorcycles without power restrictions. B 18 years Motor cars with a maximum licensed mass not
going beyond 3,500 kg, created for no more than 8 guests plus the motorist (standard cars and trucks).
B+E 18 years Mix of a Category B vehicle and a trailer exceeding 750 kg. C 21 years Heavy goods vehicles
exceeding 3,500 kg.

4. The State Exams (WORD)

Once training is total, the candidate must reserve and pass 2 state exams at the provincial traffic center (
Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego-- WORD).

1. The Theoretical Exam

* Format: Computer-based test with 32 multiple-choice concerns.
® Scoring: Scored on a point system (max 74 points). A minimum of 68 points is needed to pass.

* Language: Available in Polish, English, and German (translator assistance can in some cases be requested for

other languages).

2. The Practical Exam

Only after passing the theory test can the applicant schedule the dry run. This exam is infamously strenuous and

checks 2 primary phases:

¢ Maneuvers on the Practice Track: Checking fluid levels, turning on lights, smooth starting on an incline ( hill

start), and reversing/parking maneuvers.

® Urban Driving: Driving in real traffic conditions for a minimum of 40 minutes, following road indications,

engaging with pedestrians, and demonstrating safe driving practices.



5. Issuing the License

Congratulations on passing! What is next?Once WORD registers a passing grade, the data is instantly sent to the

city government workplace where the PKK was originally issued.

Expense: The basic fee for releasing the plastic card is 100 PLN, plus a small administrative fee.

Processing Time: The physical driving license typically takes 2 to 3 weeks to be printed and all set for
pickup.

Digital Alternative: While waiting for the physical card, chauffeurs in Poland can legally use the mObywatel
mobile app to access a momentary digital version of their driving license immediately after the pass is visited

the system.

Summary Checklist for Applicants

To guarantee a smooth procedure, keep this fast list useful:

Secure a PESEL number.

Pass a medical checkup and get the physician's certificate.

Gather identity documents and proof of home.

Visit the local office ( Urzgd) to produce your PKK number.

Register in a driving school ( OSK) and complete theory + practical hours.
Pass the main WORD theoretical and useful examinations.

Pay the license production fee and gather your Prawo Jazdy.

By following these steps patiently and preparing completely for the WORD examinations, driving on Poland's

contemporary highways and captivating backroads will quickly https://kartaxpresspoland.com/ become a reality.

Safe takes a trip!
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