How Hail Does Damage To Window Glass
Hail does not need to shatter a window to cause real damage.

Around Fort Worth, TX, windows usually take more abuse than people expect because hail often arrives with

strong wind and sideways rain.

A hailstone hitting at speed can create a chip, a star crack, or a stress fracture, especially if the glass already has

age or a small flaw.

Modern windows hold up better in many cases, yet a hard strike can still crack the outer lite or damage the

insulating seal inside a double-pane assembly.

An experienced window replacement company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

Common Window Damage After A Hailstorm
Cracked glass is the easiest problem to see, although many storm-related failures start with subtler signs.

After a storm, the glass may show pinprick marks, shallow dings, or small fractures that only appear when the

light hits at an angle.

The impact is not limited to the glass, either, because frames, screens, and seals can take a beating too.
That matters because even a small opening around the sash can turn into a leak during the next rain.
One of the most overlooked problems is failed insulated glass seal.

If a window opens harder than it used to, the impact may have shifted the sash or warped a frame that was

already under stress.

When Repair Is Enough, And When Replacement Makes More Sense

Whether to repair or replace depends on the depth of the damage, the window age, and whether the seal or

frame was affected.

Small surface chips, limited screen damage, or minor weatherstripping issues may be repairable if the glass is

otherwise sound.

Replacement becomes the better option when you see cracks running across the glass, repeated leaks, or

fogging between panes.
Window design plays a role too.

If hail has hit the same side of the house more than once, upgrading to hail-resistant windows for Tarrant County

homes can reduce repeat claims and future disruption.

Insurance may cover hail-damaged glass, though the deductible and policy language can change the door

installation math.

A quick review of the policy can tell you whether the damage is worth claiming or better handled out of pocket.

What Fort Worth Homeowners Should Look For After A Storm
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A quick post-storm walkthrough can keep a small problem from turning into a leak or a full replacement.
Use good light and slow movements, since small chips and fractures can hide until the angle changes.
Pay attention to these warning signs:

® new chips or cracks in the glass

e fogging or moisture between panes
¢ frames that no longer sit squarely

® screens with holes or tears

¢ sashes that stick, rattle, or fail to latch

When several of these signs show up together, the hail likely caused broader window damage than it first

appeared.

It also helps to document the damage before anything is cleaned or repaired.

How To Reduce Future Hail Damage In Fort Worth
You cannot make glass invincible, but you can lower the risk of expensive storm damage.
Better materials do not stop every impact, yet they often limit the severity of the damage.

If your home already struggles with heat, it may make sense to look at best energy-efficient windows for Fort

Worth Texas summer heat, along with best window glass for North Texas heat and solar gain.
Energy performance does not stop hail, but it makes the replacement more worthwhile over the long run.

Homeowners comparing vinyl windows vs fiberglass windows for Fort Worth weather often find that fiberglass
handles heat and movement differently, while vinyl can be more affordable but may raise concerns about do

vinyl windows warp in Texas heat.

That is especially true in parts of Fort Worth where foundation movement, heat, and hail all work against the

same window.



