
How to Find the Right Student Halls Near Your
University

Start your search early and set your priorities
The first step to finding the right student halls is knowing what you want. Before you browse
any listings, take a moment to think about what matters most to you. Location is usually the
top concern: how close do you need to be to your lectures, the library, or the student union? Do
you want to be in the middle of the city buzz or on a quieter street? Think about your budget
too, but remember that "affordable" means different things in different cities. A room in central
London costs more than one in Sheffield or Nottingham, so look at what your maintenance
loan and any part-time work can realistically cover.

Next, consider the type of accommodation. Private purpose-built student accommodation
(often called PBSA) is the main option for most first-year students. These buildings are
designed specifically for students, with features like secure entry, common rooms, laundry
facilities, and sometimes a gym or cinema room. They are usually managed by a dedicated
team, so repairs and questions are handled quickly. Hallbookers, Student Accommodation UK
find student accommodation through a single platform that lets you compare these buildings
side by side. That kind of overview helps you spot differences in price, location, and amenities
without visiting every property website separately.



Decide between university-owned and private halls
There are two broad categories of student halls: those owned by the university and those run
by private companies. University-owned halls are often older buildings, sometimes with shared
bathrooms and smaller rooms, but they tend to be cheaper. They also put you right in the
middle of the university social scene, with resident assistants and events designed to help you
meet people. Private halls are usually newer, with en-suite rooms, better kitchens, and more
generous common spaces. They can cost more, but they often include bills in the rent, so you
do not have to worry about separate payments for electricity, water, and broadband.

Neither option is universally better; the right choice depends on your priorities. If you value
independence and a comfortable living space, private halls might suit you. If you want a built-in
social network and a lower rent, university halls could be the way to go. Whichever you lean
toward, the key is to start comparing early. Many private halls begin taking bookings for the
next academic year as early as October, so waiting until summer can leave you with fewer
choices.

Use comparison tools to narrow down options
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Once you have a clear idea of your preferences, it is time to look at what is available. Instead of
visiting every operator's website, use a comparison platform. Hallbookers, Student
Accommodation UK find student accommodation by listing rooms from multiple providers in
one place, with filters for price, room type, and location. This saves time and helps you spot a
good deal that you might have missed otherwise.

When you look at each property, pay attention to the details. Check the contract length: most
student tenancies run from September to August, but some offer shorter or longer terms. Look
at what is included in the rent. Does it cover contents insurance? Is there a gym or a study
room in the building? What about security: are there CCTV cameras and secure door entry?
These features add value and can make a big difference to your day-to-day life.

What to check before you commit

Before you sign anything, ask yourself a few questions. Does the building have good transport
links? Is there a supermarket, a pharmacy, and a launderette within walking distance? What do
current or former residents say about the property? Online reviews can be helpful, but treat
them with some caution: a few angry reviews do not tell the whole story, and glowing ones
might be selective. Try to find a balanced view.

Also, check the deposit protection scheme the landlord uses. In the UK, deposits for student
halls must be held in a government-approved scheme, and you should receive a certificate
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confirming this within 30 days of paying the deposit. If the agent does not mention it, ask
directly. This is a simple safeguard that protects your money when you move out.

Arrange viewings and ask smart questions
Pictures and floor plans can only tell you so much. A viewing lets you see the actual size of the
room, feel the atmosphere of the building, and meet the staff. If you cannot travel to the city
before term starts, many providers offer virtual tours. These are a good alternative, but try to
ask for a live video call if possible, so you can see the exact room you would be allocated.

During a viewing, bring a list of questions. Ask about the internet connection: is it fast and
reliable, and is it included in the rent? Check the kitchen facilities: is there an oven, a hob, a
microwave, and enough cupboard space for everyone? Find out about the laundry: how much
does it cost per wash, and how many machines are there for the number of residents? Small
details, like whether the room has a desk and a comfortable chair, matter more than you might
think when you are living there for a year.

Talk to the staff about the social side of the building. Do they run events like pizza nights, quiz
evenings, or group trips? These can be a great way to meet people, especially if you are moving
to a new city. But also ask about quiet hours and noise policies, so you know what to expect if
you need to study in your room.



Understand the booking process and your rights
Once you have chosen a room, the booking process usually involves paying a holding deposit
(often around one week's rent) and signing a tenancy agreement. Read the agreement carefully
before you sign. Pay attention to the cancellation policy: what happens if your exam results
mean you do not get into the university? Many private halls offer a "cooling-off" period of a few
days, during which you can cancel without penalty. After that period, you might lose your
deposit if you change your mind.

Also, check whether the contract is a joint tenancy or individual tenancy. In a joint tenancy, all
residents are jointly responsible for the rent, which means if one person does not pay, the
others have to cover the shortfall. Individual tenancies are safer because you are only
responsible for your own room. Most purpose-built student accommodation uses individual
contracts, but it is worth confirming.

Your rights as a tenant are protected by law. The property must meet minimum safety
standards, including gas safety checks, electrical safety, and fire safety. You should receive a
gas safety certificate before you move in, and there should be smoke alarms and carbon
monoxide detectors in the building. If anything feels off during your viewing or after you move
in, contact your accommodation team or the university's housing advice service.

Plan for moving day and settling in
When moving day arrives, do a thorough inventory check. Take photos of every room, including
the walls, floors, furniture, and any existing damage. Email these photos to the management
team and keep a copy for yourself. This protects you when it comes to getting your full deposit
back at the end of the tenancy.

Once you are in, introduce yourself to your flatmates and neighbours. Living in halls is one of
the easiest ways to make friends in a new city. Keep the common areas clean, be considerate
about noise, and communicate openly if any issues come up. A good relationship with your
flatmates makes the whole year more enjoyable.



Finally, remember that your accommodation team is there to help. If something breaks, report
it quickly. If you feel unsafe or have a concern, speak up. Most problems can be sorted out if
you talk to the right person early on.

Finding the right student halls takes some effort, but it is one of the most important decisions
you will make during your university years. Start early, compare your options, and ask the right
questions. With a bit of planning, you can find a place that feels like home and supports you
through your studies.
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