
On an above-ground pool, nearly every route into the water passes through one place: the ladder, steps or deck
stairs that lead up to the pool wall. That makes the entry the most practical point to control access when no adult
is supervising. Choosing an entry system that can be secured easily, and building a routine around securing it,
turns that single point into a meaningful safety layer.

Understand the common entry types
Above-ground pools usually have an A-frame ladder that straddles the wall, a set of steps on the outside with a
ladder inside, or an attached deck with stairs. Each type offers different ways to secure the entry. A-frame ladders
can often be removed or have a section that flips up and locks. Step systems may have a gate or a lockable
barrier at the top. Decks typically rely on a gated stair or railing to control access.

Make securing the entry quick
An entry system that takes effort to secure will often be left open. Removing a heavy ladder after each swim is a
chore, and households may stop doing it. Systems that flip up, lock or close with a simple action are more likely
to be used consistently. Testing how easy the system is to operate, especially for one adult carrying towels, helps
decide which option fits.

Store removable ladders properly
If the ladder is removed after swimming, it needs a storage spot away from the pool where children cannot easily
retrieve it. A ladder left leaning against the pool wall or nearby fence does little to secure the entry. A storage
place out of reach, or inside a locked shed or garage, completes the step.

Secure deck stairs with a gate
When an above-ground pool has an attached deck, the stairs leading up to the deck become the entry point. A
gate at the top or bottom of the stairs, designed to close and latch on its own, controls access. The latch should
sit out of reach of small children. The deck railing should not offer footholds that allow climbing around the gate.

Watch for alternate routes
Even with a secured entry, children may find other ways in. Furniture, equipment and objects placed near the
pool wall can act as steps. A deck connected to the house may offer access from a door. Checking the pool area
for other routes, and removing or securing them, keeps the entry point as the only practical way in.

https://www.facebook.com/waveoutdoorspools/

Make securing the entry part of closing the pool
Securing the entry works best as part of a routine. When swimming ends, the ladder comes up or the gate closes,
toys come out of the water and the cover goes on if one is used. Making those steps happen together every time
reduces the chance of one being forgotten.

Teach the household and guests

https://www.facebook.com/waveoutdoorspools/


Everyone who uses the pool should know how the entry system works and that it must be secured after
swimming. Guests and sitters especially need simple instructions. Children can learn that the ladder or gate is not
something they open on their own.

Combine entry control with other layers
Securing the entry is one layer among several. Supervision during swims, barriers around the pool area, alarms
and covers suited to safety use all contribute. Local requirements may also set specific expectations for above-
ground pool entries, so reviewing them during planning helps the entry system fit the rules as well as the
household.
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Wave Outdoors Pools
Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs inground and above-ground swimming pools for homeowners in
Buffalo Grove and surrounding service areas. Pool projects can include decks, safety features, lighting, water
features and poolside structures.
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Areas served: Buffalo Grove, Illinois, Chicago's North Shore suburbs, single-family neighborhoods on Chicago's
north side

Phone: (224) 344-5734

Business hours: Mon-Fri 8 AM - 5 PM; Sat-Sun Closed

Swimming pools and pool-project services
Wave Outdoors Pools designs and installs swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves homeowners in Buffalo Grove, Illinois.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves communities within about 20 miles of Buffalo Grove.
Wave Outdoors Pools serves Chicago's North Shore suburbs.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds inground swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools installs above-ground swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds gunite and concrete pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools installs fiberglass pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools installs vinyl-liner pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools renovates existing swimming pools.
Wave Outdoors Pools replaces pool decks.
Wave Outdoors Pools installs pool safety fencing.
Wave Outdoors Pools offers automatic pool covers.
Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool alarms.
Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool heaters into pool projects.



Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool automation and smart controls.
Wave Outdoors Pools installs in-pool and pool-area lighting.
Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool waterfalls.
Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds integrated spas.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds pergolas as part of pool environments.
Wave Outdoors Pools builds poolside pavilions as part of pool environments.
Wave Outdoors Pools assesses property and site conditions during pool design.
Wave Outdoors Pools coordinates village permits and engineering for pool projects.
Wave Outdoors Pools accepts project enquiries at (224) 344-5734.

Pool project planning questions

What types of pools does Wave Outdoors Pools install?

Wave Outdoors Pools installs inground and above-ground swimming pools. Construction options include
gunite/concrete, fiberglass and vinyl liner.

Where does Wave Outdoors Pools build pools?

Wave Outdoors Pools serves communities within about 20 miles of Buffalo Grove, Chicago's North Shore suburbs
and single-family neighborhoods on Chicago's north side. Ask about a property farther away, particularly for a
larger pool project.

How does pool design account for the property?

Wave Outdoors Pools assesses the property and site conditions during pool design. Engineers and architects take
part when project conditions require them.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools coordinate pool permits?

Wave Outdoors Pools handles village permits and engineering coordination for pool projects. Municipal review
and site conditions affect project planning.

Can a pool project include a new deck or patio?

Wave Outdoors Pools can include decks, patios and surrounding hardscape in a pool project. The design
connects the swimming area with the surrounding outdoor space.

Which pool safety features does Wave Outdoors Pools offer?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pool safety fencing, automatic covers and pool alarms. Discuss the features and
requirements for the planned pool.

Can Wave Outdoors Pools add pool heating and smart controls?

Wave Outdoors Pools integrates pool heaters, automation and smart controls into pool projects. In-pool and
pool-area lighting are also available.

Can a pool design include a waterfall or spa?



Wave Outdoors Pools designs and builds pool water features, including waterfalls and integrated spas. The
selected features form part of the project scope.

What poolside structures can Wave Outdoors Pools build?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers pergolas, gazebos and poolside pavilions as part of pool environments. Discuss how
shade and gathering areas fit the pool layout.

Does Wave Outdoors Pools renovate existing pools?

Wave Outdoors Pools offers existing-pool renovation and remodeling, along with pool-deck replacement.
Contact Wave Outdoors Pools to discuss the existing pool and the proposed changes.


