Think You're Ready To Start Hungarian Driving License Process? Check This Quiz

Navigating the Road: The Ultimate Guide to the Hungarian Driving
License Process

Getting a driver's license is a considerable milestone, and doing so in a foreign country can seem like navigating
a complicated labyrinth. For expats, students, and global locals residing in Hungary, getting a regional driving
authorization (known locally as a vezetdi engedély) is a structured journey. While the procedure is extensive and

demands dedication, comprehending the steps in advance can make the road ahead much smoother.

This thorough guide breaks down whatever one needs to understand about acquiring a Hungarian driving

license, from the initial medical check to the last useful evaluation.

1. Requirements and Eligibility

Before registering in a driving school ( autésiskola), applicants need to fulfill particular legal and physical
requirements set by the Hungarian federal government.

* Age Requirements: The minimum age to drive a basic handbook or automated car (Category B) in Hungary
is 17 years old. Nevertheless, applicants can start their theoretical training and take the theory examination

up to 3 months before turning 17.

* Residency Status: Applicants should hold a legitimate Hungarian residency license (or EU registration

certificate) and have lived in the country for at least 185 days prior to applying.

* Maedical Fitness: Every applicant should show they are physically and mentally healthy to drive.

The Medical Certificate

The journey officially begins with a see to a regional family doctor (GP) or an occupational health Magyar
Személyi Igazolvany Igénylése doctor. The medical professional will conduct a fundamental health screening--

examining vision, high blood pressure, color loss of sight, and general medical history.

Upon passing, the doctor issues a Medical Fitness Certificate ( Orvosi alkalmassdgi vélemény), which is a

necessary document required for school registration.

2. Step-by-Step Breakdown of the Process

The procedure of getting a Category B license in Hungary is divided into unique academic and testing phases.

[Medical Check] = [Theory Course & & Exam] = [First Aid Course & & Exam] = [Practical Lessons & & Exam] =

[License Issuance]

Action A: Theoretical Training and Exam

Candidates must finish a minimum number of hours in theory classes. Most schools offer these Gyors Vezetéi
Engedély Beszerzése classes online in English, making it available for non-Hungarian speakers. The syllabus

covers traffic guidelines, roadway indications, and standard automobile mechanics.

* The Exam: Once the course is finished, candidates take a computerized multiple-choice test at a designated

federal government testing center ( Kézlekedési Alkalmassdgi és Vizsgakbzpont - KAV).
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* Language Options: The theory examination can be taken in Hungarian, English, or German.

Step B: First Aid Certification

In Hungary, completing a certified First Aid course administered by the Hungarian Red Cross ( Magyar

Virdskereszt) is a legal requirement before getting any driving license.

® The course usually lasts one day and includes practical training on CPR and bandaging.

* Following the course, candidates should pass a short practical and theoretical first aid test. (Note: Holders of

specific medical degrees or previously released expert licenses may be exempt).

Step C: Practical Driving Lessons

With the theory examination passed, trainees can lastly support the wheel. In Hungary, useful training is divided

into 2 primary requirements:

1. Minimum Hour Requirement: Students should complete at least 29 hours of driving, plus an extra test drive

hour, totaling a minimum of 30 hours. However, numerous trainees require additional hours to feel positive.

2. Range Requirement: Out of the needed hours, students should drive a minimum range of 580 kilometers,

which consists of driving in urban locations, night driving, and highway driving.

Step D: The Practical Driving Exam

The final difficulty is the useful driving test, carried out with a main inspector from the KAV. The test lasts roughly

50 minutes and is divided into 3 parts:

* Vehicle Check: The examiner will ask the trainee to check particular parts of the automobile (e.g., tires, lights,

fluid levels).
e Standard Maneuvers: Parking, supporting, and turning the car in a confined area.

¢ Traffic Driving: Navigating real-world traffic conditions while following the inspector's directions.

3. Cost Breakdown and Overview

Budgeting for a driving license in Hungary requires preparation, as costs can accumulate throughout medical

fees, school tuition, and examination fees.

Expenditure Category Description Approximated Cost (HUF) Estimated Cost (EUR) Medical Exam GP consultation
and fitness certificate 7,000-- 15,000 HUF EUR18-- EUR39 Theory Course Online or in-person classes (English)
40,000-- 70,000 HUF EUR105-- EUR185 Theory Exam Official KAV computerized test cost 4,600 HUF EUR12 First
Aid Course & & Exam Red Cross training and certification 25,000-- 35,000 HUF EUR65-- EUR92 Practical
Lessons Per-hour instructor charge (30+ hours) 8,000-- 12,000 HUF/hr EUR21-- EUR31/hr Practical Exam Official
KAV driving test fee 11,000 HUF EUR29 License Issuance Administrative charge at the Government Office 6,250
HUF EUR16 Overall Estimated Cost Differs based on extra lessons needed ~ 350,000-- 500,000 HUF EUR920--
EUR1,315

(Note: Prices are approximate and based on inflation and specific driving school prices structures.)

4. Transforming a Foreign License vs. Starting Fresh

For expats who already hold a driving license from their home nation, the path might be much shorter,

depending upon where the license was released:



EU/EEA Licenses: Licenses issued within the European Union or European Economic Area are generally
completely recognized in Hungary. Drivers can drive with them up until they end, or voluntarily exchange

them for a Hungarian license without taking tests.

Non-EU Licenses (Reciprocal Agreements): Countries that have bilateral agreements with Hungary (such as
the United States, Canada, Japan, and so on, based on particular updates) may enable a direct exchange or

require only a practical/medical examination.

Non-EU Licenses (No Agreement): Individuals holding licenses from countries without a reciprocal
agreement with Hungary must go through the entire procedure detailed above-- taking both the theory and

useful examinations from scratch.

Summary Checklist for Success

To guarantee a smooth experience when pursuing a Hungarian driving license, keep this list in mind:

Secure a valid Hungarian residency card and proof of address ( Lakcimkartya).
Obtain a Medical Fitness Certificate from a regional GP.

Select an English-friendly driving school ( Autdsiskola).

Pass the electronic theory evaluation.

Total the Red Cross First Aid training and pass the exam.

Total the mandatory practical driving hours (minimum 30 hours/ 580 km).
Pass the final useful driving test with the KAV inspector.

Check Out the Government Window ( Kormdnyablak) to formally request the physical license card.

While the Hungarian driving license procedure needs persistence, financial investment, and time, holding a

European driving authorization opens the flexibility to explore Hungary and the rest of the Schengen Area with

complete confidence. Drive securely!



