
Why US Bettors Are Considering Sportsbooks
Outside the US in 2026
For years, betting meant walking into a local sportsbook or logging onto one of the big
domestic sites. But the landscape is shifting. More US residents are looking at sportsbooks
outside the us for better odds, bigger bonuses, and fewer restrictions. If you have ever
wondered whether an offshore book makes sense for your action, you are not alone. I have
spent the last decade covering the betting industry, and I can tell you this: the offshore market
has matured to the point where it deserves a real look.

The reasons are practical. Domestic sportsbooks face heavy state-by-state regulation, limited
payment options, and often lower betting limits. Offshore books, by contrast, operate under
different rules. They can offer wider markets, higher maximum bets, and promotions that US-
facing sites simply do not match. But they also come with risks. The key is knowing which
ones to trust and how to use them legally.

In this guide, I am going to walk through what matters most when choosing a sportsbook
outside the US. I will cover licensing, odds, payment methods, bonuses, and the legal gray area
US residents occupy. The goal is to give you a clear, practical picture so you can decide if an
offshore book fits your style.

Why Go Offshore at All?
The biggest draw is value. Offshore sportsbooks outside the us often offer better odds than
their domestic counterparts. That is not just marketing talk. It comes from lower overhead,
different tax structures, and competition in jurisdictions like Costa Rica, Malta, or Panama.
When you place a bet, the difference in odds might be a few percentage points. Over many
bets, that adds up to real money.

Bonuses are another factor. A US-facing sportsbook might give you a 50% deposit match up to
$250. An offshore book can offer a 100% match up to $500 or more. They also run reload
bonuses, free bets, and cashback programs that domestic sites rarely touch. I have seen offers
that effectively double your first deposit if you hit the wagering requirements. That kind of deal
is hard to ignore if you bet regularly.

Then there is the sheer variety of markets. Offshore books cover niche sports, international
leagues, and prop bets that domestic sites skip. If you follow soccer in Southeast Asia or
cricket in the Caribbean, an offshore book is often the only place to get a line. Even for
mainstream sports like NFL or NBA, the offshore books may offer different futures odds or
specials that US books do not.
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Licensing and Reputation: The Non-Negotiables
Not all offshore books are created equal. Some are well-regulated and have been around for
decades. Others pop up overnight and vanish with your money. The first thing to check is the
license. A reputable sportsbook outside the us holds a license from a recognized authority.
Common ones include the United Kingdom Gambling Commission, the Malta Gaming
Authority, the Costa Rican Gaming Control Board, or the Panama Gaming Commission. These
regulators require audits, player fund segregation, and dispute resolution. If a site lists no
license or one from an obscure jurisdiction, steer clear.

Reputation matters just as much. Look for independent reviews from real players. Forums like
Reddit and specialized betting communities have threads where people share payout
experiences. A book that pays out quickly and without hassle is worth its weight in gold. I have
used offshore books that process withdrawals in under 24 hours. Others take weeks. Read the
fine print on withdrawal fees and minimums before you deposit.

One practical tip: check the sportsbook's age. A site that has been operating for ten years is
less likely to disappear overnight than one that started last month. Longevity signals stability
and a commitment to staying in business.

Payment Methods: Getting Money In and Out
Depositing and withdrawing is where many US bettors hit a wall. Domestic books accept credit
cards, ACH transfers, and sometimes PayPal. Offshore books outside the us often use
different rails. Common methods include wire transfers, cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin and
Ethereum, and e-wallets such as Skrill or Neteller. Credit cards from US banks are sometimes



blocked. If you plan to use an offshore book, set up a funding method that works. For me,
Bitcoin has been the most reliable. It is fast, the fees are low, and most offshore books accept
it. The downside is volatility, but if you move money in and out quickly, that risk is manageable.

Some offshore books also offer USD accounts, which saves you from converting currency
every time. Others pay out in euros or pounds, so you lose a little on exchange. Factor that into
your expected value. A book that looks generous on odds might cost you on the currency
spread.

Legal Gray Area for US Residents
Here is the part that makes everyone nervous. The Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement
Act (UIGEA) and state laws create a complicated patchwork. Using a sportsbook outside the
US is not explicitly a federal crime for the bettor in most cases, but it can violate state law.
States like New Jersey, Delaware, and Nevada have specific rules about placing bets with
unlicensed operators. Others, like Montana or Oregon, are less restrictive. You need to know
your state's stance.

What is generally safe: funding an offshore account with your own money, placing bets on
sports, and withdrawing winnings. What is not safe: using a credit card from a US bank that
blocks gambling transactions, or trying to hide the activity from tax authorities. The IRS
considers gambling winnings taxable income regardless of where the book is located. Keep
records of your deposits, bets, and withdrawals. A few hours of bookkeeping saves you from a
headache later.

I am not a lawyer, and this is not legal advice. But after talking with several attorneys who
specialize in gambling law, the consensus is that the risk for a casual bettor is low. The
government focuses on operators, not individuals placing small bets. If you are betting
thousands a month, consult a lawyer. For most people, the bigger risk is picking a shady book,
not the legal one.

Odds and Limits: What to Look For
Offshore books often offer decimal odds, which are easier to compare than American odds. A
line of +150 in US format converts to 2.50 in decimal. That means a $10 bet returns $25 total.
If you see a decimal odd of 2.60 on the same event, the offshore book is giving you better
value. Always compare a few books before placing a bet. I use a simple spreadsheet with the
odds from three offshore books and two domestic ones. The differences can be striking.

Limits are another area where offshore books shine. A domestic sportsbook might cap your
single bet at $10,000. An offshore book can allow $50,000 or more on a single wager. If you are



a high-stakes bettor, that matters. On the flip side, minimum bets are often lower too. You can
place a $1 bet on a niche prop if you want. That flexibility is rare at US books.

Bonuses and Promotions: Read the Fine Print
Bonuses are the main reason many US bettors try sportsbooks outside the us. A typical offer:
deposit $100, get $100 in bonus bets. But the terms matter. The wagering requirement might
be 10x the bonus, meaning you have to wager $1,000 before you can withdraw any winnings
from the bonus. Some books require you to bet on specific sports or at certain odds. Others
have a time limit. A 30-day expiry on a bonus is common. If you are not an active bettor, that
bonus can expire before you clear the requirement.

I always calculate the expected value of a bonus. If the wagering requirement is 10x and the
house edge is 5%, you are giving back half the bonus in expected losses. That still leaves you
ahead, but not by as much as the headline suggests. The best bonuses are the ones with low
wagering requirements and no restrictions on what you can bet on.

Customer Support and Withdrawal Speed
When something goes wrong, you want a human, not a chatbot. Offshore books vary wildly in
customer support. Some have 24/7 live chat with knowledgeable agents. Others have email-
only support that takes days to respond. Before you deposit, test the support. Send a question
about withdrawal limits. See how fast they reply and whether the answer makes sense. I have
walked away from a few books just because the support felt sketchy.



Withdrawal speed is the final test. A good offshore book processes withdrawals within 24
hours. An average one takes two to three business days. A bad one takes weeks or imposes
hidden fees. Look for withdrawal policies on the site. If they are vague, ask. If they are still
vague, find another book. Your money should not be stuck in limbo.

Final Thoughts
Sportsbooks outside the us offer real advantages for US bettors who are willing to do a little
homework. Better odds, bigger bonuses, and more markets make them attractive. The trade-
offs are real: legal gray areas, payment friction, and the risk of a bad actor. But with careful
selection, those risks can be managed. The offshore market in 2026 is more transparent and
competitive than ever. If you have never tried one, start small. Deposit a minimal amount, place
a few bets, and test the withdrawal process. That experience will tell you more than any review.

For me, the decision comes down to trust. I use two offshore books that have paid me reliably
for years. I know their rules, their support, and their quirks. That comfort is worth more than
chasing the highest bonus. If you find a book that feels right and checks the boxes on
licensing, payment methods, and support, it can be a solid addition to your betting toolkit.


