
Asphalt Shingles vs Metal Roof: A Homeowner's
Guide to Choosing the Right Roof
Standing in my driveway last spring, watching hailstones pelt the roof of my neighbor's brand-
new metal roof, I was glad I had gone with asphalt shingles on my own house. That storm was
a wake-up call for a lot of folks in Austin, Texas. We get hail, we get heat, we get the occasional
wind event, and every homeowner wants a roof that can handle it without breaking the bank.
The debate over asphalt shingles vs metal roof is one of the most common conversations I
have with friends and clients who are building or re-roofing. Both materials have their loyal
fans, but the right choice really depends on your priorities, your budget, and the climate you live
in.

I have spent years in residential roofing, working with everything from three-tab shingles to
standing-seam metal. I have seen what works and what doesn't in central Texas. The
differences between these two roofing materials go far beyond looks. Let me walk you through
the trade-offs so you can make a decision that will serve you well for decades.

Understanding the Basics of Asphalt Shingles
Asphalt shingles, often called composition shingles, are made from a fiberglass or organic felt
base that is saturated with asphalt and then coated with ceramic granules. They are
lightweight, relatively easy to install, and come in a wide range of colors and styles. The most
common type is the three-tab shingle, which has been the standard for decades on American
homes. But there are also architectural shingles, which are thicker and have a more
dimensional look, and impact-resistant shingles, which are engineered to withstand hail and
heavy impacts better than the basic three-tab.

For many homeowners, the biggest draw of asphalt shingles is the cost. A roofing cost
comparison will almost always show asphalt shingles coming in lower than metal, especially
for the initial installation. But price is not the only factor. Asphalt shingles also offer good fire
rating, typically Class A, which is a must in wildfire-prone areas. They also do well in wind
resistance when installed properly, with many products rated for winds up to 130 miles per
hour.

The Case for Metal Roofing
Metal roofs, usually made from steel, aluminum, or copper, have a very different set of
strengths. They are extremely durable, often lasting 40 to 70 years with proper maintenance.
They are also lightweight, fireproof, and can be recycled at the end of their life. Metal roof



installation requires specialized skills, but the result is a roof that sheds snow and rain
efficiently and can be very energy-efficient when coated with reflective paint.

However, metal roofs are not without their downsides. They are significantly more expensive
than asphalt shingles, both in materials and labor. They can be noisy during rain or hail unless
you add extra insulation. And in hot climates like Austin, Texas, a dark metal roof can absorb a
lot of heat, which might increase your cooling costs. A light-colored metal roof helps, but it is
something to consider.

Asphalt Shingles vs Metal Roof: Key Factors to Compare
When weighing asphalt shingles vs metal roof, there are several important factors to consider.
Let me break them down based on what I have seen in the field.

Roof Longevity and Durability

Metal roofs generally outlast asphalt shingles by a significant margin. A quality metal roof can
last 50 years or more, while a standard three-tab asphalt shingle roof might need replacement
after 20 to 25 years. Architectural shingles and impact-resistant shingles can push that to 30 or
even 40 years, but they cost more. If you plan to stay in your house for the long haul, the longer
roof longevity of metal might justify the higher upfront cost. But if you are on a tighter budget
or plan to move within 15 years, asphalt shingles are a practical choice.

Climate Suitability

This is a big one. In Austin, Texas, we have hot summers, occasional hail, and the risk of
wildfires. Asphalt shingles handle heat fairly well, but they can be damaged by severe hail.
Impact-resistant shingles are much better in that regard, but they still may not match the dent
resistance of a good metal roof. On the other hand, metal roofs can dent from large hail, and
the noise can be annoying. In coastal areas, salt spray can corrode metal roofs, while asphalt
shingles hold up better. For climate suitability, there is no universal winner; it depends on your
exact location.

Fire Rating and Wind Resistance

Both materials can achieve Class A fire ratings, though metal is inherently non-combustible.
Asphalt shingles are treated to meet fire codes, but in a severe wildfire, metal has an edge. For
wind resistance, both can perform well if installed correctly. Asphalt shingles must be nailed
with the proper number of fasteners, and metal panels need to be secured to handle uplift. In
hurricane-prone regions, both are used, but impact-resistant shingles are often specified for
their ability to take a beating from windborne debris.

https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/asphalt-shingles-roof


Roof Maintenance and Warranty

Asphalt shingles require less maintenance than metal. You might need to replace a few
shingles after a storm, but that is a simple fix. Metal roofs can develop leaks at seams and
fasteners over time, and they need to be checked for rust or corrosion, especially if the coating
gets scratched. Most asphalt shingles come with a roofing warranty of 25 to 50 years,
depending on the product. Metal roofs often have longer warranties, but they are also more
expensive to repair if something goes wrong.

Cost Comparison: More Than Just the Initial Price
I always tell homeowners to look at the total cost of ownership, not just the price tag. A roofing
cost comparison should include installation, expected lifespan, maintenance, and energy
savings. Asphalt shingles are cheaper upfront, but you might replace them twice in the time a
metal roof lasts. On the other hand, metal roofs are costlier initially, and you might pay more
for insulation to reduce noise and heat gain. For many Austin homeowners, the sweet spot is a
mid-range architectural shingle that offers good looks, solid durability, and a reasonable price.

Practical Experience with Both Materials
I have worked on dozens of homes with both types of roofs. One job that sticks with me was a
house in south Austin where the owners were torn between asphalt shingles vs metal roof.
They had a budget to consider, but they also wanted something that would look great and
stand up to the Texas sun. We ended up installing impact-resistant shingles in a dark gray color
that mimicked the look of a metal roof. They got the durability they wanted, the cost was
manageable, and the roof has held up through several hail storms with only minor granule loss.

Another time, I helped a client in the hill country who built a modern home and wanted a
standing-seam metal roof for its clean lines. It cost nearly double what asphalt shingles would
have, but the house looked stunning, and the roof has performed well for over a decade with
minimal maintenance. That said, they did have to add extra insulation to dampen the sound
during a hailstorm, which added to the cost.

Making the Right Choice for Your Home
At the end of the day, the decision comes down to what matters most to you. If you value lower
upfront cost, easier installation, and a wide variety of styles, asphalt shingles are a solid
choice. Austin Roofing Company installs asphalt shingle roofs in Austin, TX and compares the
cost of 3-tab, architectural and impact-resistant shingles, so you can get expert help finding the
right product for your home. If you prioritize extreme longevity, fire resistance, and a modern
aesthetic, metal roofing might be worth the investment.



Both materials have their place in residential roofing. I have seen beautiful homes with each.
The key is to be honest about your budget, your climate, and how long you plan to stay in the
house. Talk to a local roofer who understands the conditions in your area. They can help you
weigh the pros and cons based on real-world experience, not just a sales pitch.

Final Thoughts
Choosing between asphalt shingles and metal is not a decision you will make every day. Take
your time, get a few quotes, and ask about the specific products being offered. Look at the
warranties, the wind resistance ratings, and the fire rating. Consider the roof aesthetics and
how the material will look with your home's design. And do not forget about roof maintenance;
a little care goes a long way in extending the life of any roof.

I have been in the roofing business long enough to know that there is no perfect material for
every situation. But by understanding the trade-offs, you can pick the one that fits your life.
Whether you go with asphalt shingles or a metal roof, a well-installed roof will protect your
home and give you peace of mind for years to come.


