
The UEFA Euro 2004 tournament in Portugal is etched into football folklore — a story of David-like triumph over
Goliath giants, marked most memorably by Greece’s astonishing victories over the hosts, Portugal, twice in one
competition. From the group stage shocker to the iconic final rematch, Greece’s journey baffled the football world
and challenged cherished assumptions about favourites, football tactics, and the intricate interplay of pressure and
momentum.

Setting the Stage: Greece and Portugal at Euro 2004
Before the tournament began, Portugal were one of the favourites. Boasting a squad bursting with top talent like
Luís Figo, Rui Costa, and a young Cristiano Ronaldo, they had the home advantage and the weight of expectation
to carry them forward. Greece, on the other hand, were outsiders — a side that had qualified only once before and
never gone beyond the group stage. Few envisaged Greece progressing, let alone twice overcoming the
tournament’s most promising team.

Greece-Portugal Group Stage 2004: The Shocker

The first encounter between Greece and Portugal came in the group stage, a key moment that disrupted pundits'
and fans' conventional wisdom. On 12 June 2004, in Lisbon’s Estádio José Alvalade, Greece pulled off a 2-1
victory.

Minute 51: Angelos Basinas' perfectly delivered free-kick set the tone, finding Angelos Charisteas, who
powered home the first goal—a classic Greece set-piece goal 2004.

Minute 65: Portugal hit back with a goal from Cristiano Ronaldo, drawing level and raising hopes of a
comeback.

Minute 90+2: In true knockout drama fashion, Charisteas latched onto another set piece and scored the
winner late on.

This result emphasised football’s unpredictability and exposed the dangerous trap of overconfidence. Portugal had
dominated most of the possession and chances but were undone by Greece’s disciplined structure and lethal
execution on the few chances they created.

Decoding Greece’s Tactical Masterclass
To understand how Greece pulled off this double upset, one must delve into Otto Rehhagel’s tactical blueprint. Far
from a team relying on flair or overwhelming talent, Greece exemplified organisation, focus, and relentless pressing
at key moments.

Compactness and Defensive Solidity

The Greek squad consistently found themselves structured deep, inviting Portuguese pressure but staying
incredibly compact. Spatial discipline forced Portugal’s attackers into low-percentage areas, reducing the threat of
their famed creative players.



Mastering the Set-Piece: Greece Set Piece Goal 2004

Set-pieces were a crucial weapon. Angelos Basinas was the architect, delivering precision dead-ball situations.
Greece’s attacking training drills were superbly translated into match-winning moments. These were not flukes but
results of weeks of meticulous preparation.

Emotional Resilience and Psychological Edge

Crucially, Greece channelled the pressure of being otto rehhagel tactics an underdog, playing with liberation,
while Portugal wrestled with expectation and overconfidence. The momentum swings in matches like these aren’t
just tactical; they’re emotional. Greece’s resilience after conceding possession and their adrenaline-fuelled belief
were decisive.

Portugal vs Greece Final Rematch: The Sequel None Expected
Fast-forward to 4 July 2004. The final matchup was already loaded with narrative — a home side looking to
reclaim dignity, against the giant-killers seeking validation. Many anticipated a Portuguese rout, arguing the group
stage encounter was a one-off.
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Yet once again, it was Greece who emerged victorious, this time a 1-0 scoreline that bore the hallmarks of a classic
underdog win:

Minute 57: Another set-piece goal, this time from Angelos Charisteas, heading a Basinas free-kick past a
despairing Ricardo.

Portugal failed to find a response despite desperate attacking phases, pressing with intensity under immense
pressure.

The turning point was undoubtedly that moment in the second half—when Greek composure and tactical
discipline quashed Portugal’s momentum and left the crowd and commentators stunned. This wasn’t just a simple
tactical outfoxing; it was a psychological masterstroke where an underdog’s belief outlasted the favourites'
faltering composure.

Iconic Finals and Knockouts: Why This Greece Story Resonates
Euro 2004’s narrative fits into a larger mosaic of football’s most iconic finals and knockouts, moments when
expectations are rewritten by sheer determination and tactical nuance.

Unpredictability: Football resists certainty. Greece’s double knock-out of Portugal reminds us that the
game’s emotional unpredictability transcends form or pre-match predictions.

Overconfidence of Favourites: Portugal’s repeated failure in these matches serves as a cautionary tale.
Expectation can morph from a motivational tool into a destructive weight.

Momentum and Emotional Pressure: Pressure can freeze even the most skilled individuals. Greece’s ability
to absorb pressure and strike at pivotal moments showcases football as a chess match of tempi.

Lessons from Greece’s Double Triumph over Portugal in Euro 2004
The story of Greece’s wins in the group stage and the final demonstrates key themes that still resonate in football
discussion:

1. Beware the favourites: The bookies and pundits can often misjudge football’s emotional tides.

2. Preparation meets opportunity: Greece’s targeted preparation on set-pieces yielded two goals directly
accountable for their double win.

3. Tactics entwined with psychology: Defensive compactness controls momentum, which in turn influences
players’ confidence and decision-making.

4. Never count a match out at half-time: These were matches where turning points came after the interval,
emphasising that football narratives can flip rapidly.

Conclusion
The 2004 double victory of Greece over Portugal — from the group stage upset to the iron-willed final win — is
more than a football shock story. It’s a reminder of the game’s rich complexity, where unpredictability, emotion,
preparation, and tactical discipline collide to rewrite expectations. It cautions against complacency, underlines the
power of momentum, and celebrates the beautiful game’s enduring capacity to surprise and inspire.

In the final reckoning, Greece’s Euro 2004 triumph encapsulates why football remains the world’s most
passionately followed sport: a theatre where underdogs can conquer giants — but only when pressure is
harnessed, tactics sharpened, and determination unwavering.


