
What to consider before booking a helicopter tour
in Dubai

Understanding the full cost of a helicopter ride in Dubai
A helicopter ride over Dubai offers a perspective of the city that few get to see. The skyline, the
coastline, and the desert all unfold from above. But before you commit to a booking, it pays to
understand exactly what you are paying for. The advertised price for a helicopter ride in Dubai
often covers the basic flight time, yet several other factors can affect the final amount you pay.
Knowing what to check upfront helps you avoid surprises and ensures you get the experience
you expect.

What is included in the per person cost
The per person cost is usually the first figure you see. It can vary depending on the duration of
the flight, the route, and the type of aircraft. A standard tour might last 12 to 22 minutes, while
longer scenic flights can go up to 45 minutes or more. The per person cost typically reflects
the total flight time divided by the number of seats. However, some operators charge a flat rate
per helicopter, which then gets split among the passengers. Always confirm whether the
advertised price is per person or per helicopter. If it is per helicopter, you need to know the
maximum number of passengers allowed, as that changes the cost per person.

Budget package versus premium package
Many companies offer a budget package and a premium package. The budget package might
include a shorter flight or a standard route over the city. The premium package often adds
extended flight time, a different route that includes landmarks like the Palm Jumeirah or the
Burj Khalifa, and sometimes additional services such as a private transfer or a complimentary
drink. The difference in price between the two can be significant. You should decide what
matters most to you: a quick taste of the experience or a more comprehensive tour. If you are
celebrating a special occasion, the premium package might be worth the extra cost. For a first-
time visitor, a budget package can still be memorable.

Seasonal rates and peak periods
Dubai experiences peak tourist seasons, particularly from November to March when the
weather is milder. During these months, demand for helicopter rides increases, and operators
often adjust their prices accordingly. Seasonal rates can be higher during public holidays,
school breaks, and major events like the Dubai Shopping Festival or New Year celebrations. If
you have flexibility with your travel dates, booking outside these peak times can result in a



lower price. Even within a season, mid-week flights tend to be cheaper than weekend slots.
Checking the calendar before you book can save you a noticeable amount.

Deposit amount and payment terms
Most helicopter tour operators require a deposit amount to secure your booking. This deposit
is usually a percentage of the total price, and it is paid at the time of reservation. The balance
is then due on the day of the flight, or sometimes a few days before. It is important to know the
deposit amount upfront so you can plan your budget. Also, ask about the payment methods
accepted. Some operators take only credit cards, while others may accept bank transfers or
cash. Understanding the payment terms avoids last-minute scrambling for funds or finding out
that your preferred payment method is not accepted.

Cancellation policy and refund terms
Plans can change, and weather in Dubai can be unpredictable. The cancellation policy and
refund terms are critical to check before you book. Some operators offer a full refund if you
cancel a certain number of days in advance, while others may keep the deposit. For weather-
related cancellations, most reputable companies will reschedule your flight or provide a refund.
However, policies vary. Some companies offer a partial refund if you cancel within a shorter
window, and others may give you a credit for a future booking. Read the fine print. If the
cancellation policy seems too strict, consider whether you are comfortable with that risk. A
flexible policy can give you peace of mind, especially if your travel itinerary is not set in stone.

Group discount possibilities
If you are travelling with friends or family, ask about a group discount. Many operators offer
reduced per person rates when you book multiple seats together. The group discount might
apply for groups of four or more, sometimes for larger parties. Even if the discount is not
advertised, it is worth asking. The per person cost for a full helicopter can be significantly
lower than for a single seat. This is something to consider when comparing prices. A higher
advertised price per person might actually be cheaper when you factor in a group discount,
compared to a lower per person price that does not include such a discount.

What the price does not include
The advertised price for a helicopter ride in Dubai often does not include certain extras. These
can include hotel pickup and drop-off, professional photography or video, and sometimes even
taxes or fuel surcharges. Some operators charge extra for window seats, which offer the best
views. Others may add a fee for booking online versus over the phone. Always ask for a full
breakdown of what is covered. A price that seems low might end up being higher once you add



the necessary extras. On the other hand, a higher upfront price might include everything you
need, making it the better value overall.

Checking the operator's reputation
Before you make a payment, it is wise to look into the operator's track record. You are not just
buying a flight; you are trusting them with your safety and your experience. Check online
reviews, but take them with a grain of salt. Look for consistent feedback about the aircraft
condition, pilot professionalism, and adherence to safety regulations. A company that has been
operating for several years and has a solid reputation is likely to be more reliable. You can also
check if they are listed on reputable travel platforms. While price is important, it should not be
the only factor. A cheaper price from an unknown operator might carry risks that are not worth
taking.

Understanding the route and flight duration
The route and flight duration directly affect the helicopter ride Dubai price. A flight that circles
the Palm Jumeirah and the Burj Khalifa will cost more than a shorter route over the desert or
the coastline. Some routes include flyovers of iconic landmarks, while others stick to a more
general city tour. Know exactly which landmarks you will see and for how long. A 12-minute
flight might feel too short if you have to wait for takeoff and landing procedures. A 22-minute
flight gives you more time to absorb the views. Compare different packages based on the route
and duration, not just the price. A slightly higher price might give you a much richer experience.

Booking directly versus through a third party
You can book a helicopter ride directly with the operator or through a third-party platform. Each
option has its pros and cons. Booking directly might give you more control over the details and
sometimes a better price, as you avoid commission fees. Third-party platforms can offer
package deals or discounts, but you might have less flexibility with changes or cancellations.
When you book directly, you can ask specific questions about the aircraft, the pilot, and the
safety measures. You can also check the operator's policies firsthand. For a reliable booking
experience, some travellers prefer to use a trusted site such as fzhelitours.com, which provides
clear information and straightforward booking options. That said, always compare the final
price and terms before deciding.

Making your choice
Booking a helicopter ride in Dubai is an investment in an unforgettable experience. By checking
the per person cost, understanding what the budget package and premium package include,
being aware of seasonal rates, knowing the deposit amount, and reviewing the cancellation

https://fzhelitours.com/


policy and refund terms, you set yourself up for a smooth booking. Asking about group
discounts and clarifying what is not included in the price helps you compare apples to apples.
Taking the time to research the operator and the specific route ensures that the experience
matches your expectations. For a straightforward way to compare options and read clear
terms, many people turn to fzhelitours.com. When you have all the facts, you can book with
confidence and look forward to seeing Dubai from the sky.


