When planning a kitchen renovation in London in 2026, one of the main questions on homeowners' minds is:
how much should | expect to pay for worktops and splashbacks? With a typical London kitchen budget
ranging from £20,000 to £40,000 and fit-outs by reputable local firms such as Beams, London Post, and Genesis
London, it's essential to understand not just sticker prices at showrooms but what gets included in your installed

price.

In this detailed guide, I'll break down cost ranges, common pricing traps, budget allocation tips, and the particular

‘London premium’ factors that can impact what you pay for your worktops and splashbacks.

Understanding Your Kitchen Worktop and Splashback Budget

For most London homeowners tackling a full kitchen refurbishment, the worktops and splashbacks usually
consume about 10% to 15% of the overall kitchen budget. To put that in context, if your total kitchen budget
is around £30,000 (a common figure for a quality mid-range London renovation), you're looking at approximately
£3,000 to £4,500 spent on these surfaces.

* Why 10-15%? This percentage stems from the cost distribution for fitted kitchens, dividing cabinetry,

appliances, plumbing/electrics, and surfaces.

* Installed price vs showroom price: Beware of quotations that only include the bare cost of materials.

Installation labour, waste disposal, plumbing or electrical relocations, and VAT need to be factored separately.

In fact, one of my pet peeves when reviewing quotes—something | have seen working alongside companies like
Beams and Genesis London—is lump-sum pricing for labour without any indication of expected days on site or
whether VAT is included. Kitchen projects in London rarely come VAT-free; at 20%, this tax can add a significant

amount, especially on high-end materials.

Types of Worktop Materials: Stone vs Composite

Material Typical Installed Cost per Linear Metre Key Pros Key Cons Natural Stone (e.g., granite, quartzite) £400 to
£700 Luxurious look, high durability, adds resale value Heavy (needs strong carcasses), expensive, longer lead
times Engineered Quartz Composite £300 to £500 Wide colour range, relatively low maintenance, uniform surface

Not heatproof, can chip, less premium than natural stone

London companies like London Post specialise in sourcing high-grade stone worktops and understand the
nuances of fitting heavy materials in older properties, a strong plus given the nature of Victorian terraces and

mansion flats around the city.

Installed Price vs Showroom Price: Traps to Avoid

Showroom prices for worktops and splashbacks may initially look appealing. However, these commonly represent

just the raw materials delivered to site, often not factoring in the crucial costs below:

1. Measuring and templating visits: specialist fitters usually attend to take exact dimensions and make precise

templates.

2. Fabrication and edge profiling: bespoke stone worktops require CNC cutting and polished edges, adding

to fabrication costs.

3. Fitting and joining: robust installation demands careful handling and sometimes additional support brackets.



4. Waste disposal: Large remnants from stone slabs or composites need specialised removal often arranged by

your builder or fitters.

5. Associated plumbing or electrical works: repositioning sockets or sinks—especially notifiable electrical

work falling under Building Regulations Part P—adds cost and complexity.
6. VAT at 20%: applies on almost all domestic kitchen works unless specifically exempt.

A fair kitchen installer, whether Beams, Genesis London, or London Post, will itemise these in their quotes. If not,

they risk sending you an incomplete figure that will surely inflate on-site.

Converting Lump-Sum Quotes into Cost Per Linear Metre

As someone who has coordinated dozens of London kitchen fits, | always advise clients to break down large
quotes into unitised costs, especially the cost per linear metre of worktop. This sanity check helps you compare

prices fairly, spotting 'too good to be true' offers or unexpected markups.

For example, if a supplier quotes £5,000 for your worktops and splashbacks combined and the measurement
totals 12 linear metres, you're effectively paying £417/m, which should align with either high-end composite

worktops or mid-range stone installations, inclusive of fitting and VAT.

Budget Breakdown: Where to Spend vs Where to Save
Within your 10-15% worktops and splashbacks budget slice, here's a sensible approach to prioritising spend:

* Spend on quality stone in key areas: surfaces used heavily near sinks and cookers benefit from durable,

heat and scratch resistant stone like granite or quartzite.

* Opt for composite splashbacks: polished quartz composite panels or toughened glass make for sleek, easy-

to-clean splashbacks that cost a fraction of solid stone.
* Consider modular or prefabricated stone tops: to save on fabrication and waste disposal costs.

* Save on edge detailing: simple bullnose or squared edges look elegant and reduce cutting time.

Also, some London renovation firms factor in anti-slip underlays or integrated draining grooves where space is

tight, adding functionality with marginal additional cost.

The London Premium: Why Worktops Cost More Here

Several local factors contribute to the so-called ‘London premium’ observed across kitchen projects, especially for

worktops and splashbacks:

1. Labour costs: London tradespeople command higher rates due to living costs and demand. This accounts for

a large chunk of pricing variance.

2. Site access: Many London properties have restricted access or need permits for parking vans and depositing

waste, raising logistical expenses.

3. Waste management: Historic buildings generate non-standard waste material that must be carefully

disposed of through licensed routes.

4. Older housing stock: Victorian terraces and mansion flats often need bespoke solutions and careful

structural checks before heavy stone is installed.

Companies like Genesis London are experts in navigating these challenges, ensuring projects comply fully with

regulations and anticipate common surprises before they happen.



Ensuring Compliance and Quality Assurance

Particularly for any electrical adjustments relating to your splashbacks—such as under-cabinet lighting or
repositioned switches—it's crucial to check your contractor follows Building Regulations Part P. Any notifiable

electrical work must be certified, either via your contractor or by notifying the local building control department

directly.

Don't accept verbal assurances about warranties or guarantees on your worktops and finishings; get these terms
in writing. Reputable London firms like Beams, London Post, and Genesis London will happily provide detailed

warranties that cover material defects and london-post.co fitment for at least 1-2 years.

Summary: What to Expect for Worktops and Splashbacks in a London
Kitchen Quote

Overall Kitchen Budget £20,000 to £40,000 (typical range) Worktops & Splashbacks Budget 10% to 15% (
£3,000 to £4,500 on a £30k kitchen) Materials Cost per Linear Metre Stone: £400 to £700 Composite: £300 to
£500 Additional Quote Components Labour, VAT @20%, waste removal, fitting costs, and any
electrical/plumbing adjustments (Building Regulations Part P applies) Premium Factors London labour rates, site

access, waste management, complexity in older properties

Successful London kitchen projects balance aspirations with realistic budgeting and a clear understanding of what's
included in your worktop and splashback quote. Collaborating with transparent and experienced local firms such
as Beams, London Post, or Genesis London, and applying careful cost checks like cost per linear metre and

confirming VAT and warranty details will save headaches and ensure you get the quality your inner chef dreams of.

If you're starting your kitchen journey, remember: the devil isn't just in the detail, but the paperwork and price

breakdowns too.


https://london-post.co.uk/how-much-does-a-kitchen-renovation-cost-in-london/




