Short answer: it is possible, but a first offence does not automatically mean jail. A Queensland court looks at the
offence, what happened, your role, your personal circumstances and the law that applies. Some offences are
serious enough that imprisonment may be considered even where the person has no previous convictions. For

less serious matters, a court may consider a fine, probation, community service or another penalty instead.

If you have been charged, try not to guess the outcome from the charge name alone. The exact facts and the
available evidence matter. This guide explains the basics of first offence sentencing in QLD, the court process,
bail and how to prepare for a first meeting with a Brisbane criminal lawyer. It is general information, not advice

about your particular case.

Does a first offence mean you will avoid jail?

No. A clean record can help, but it is only one part of sentencing. The court must consider the offence and the
applicable legislation, as well as matters such as harm caused, planning, your level of involvement, any guilty plea,
cooperation, remorse and prospects of rehabilitation. A prior good character may be relevant, but it does not

cancel out a serious offence.

“First offence” can also mean different things. You might have no criminal convictions, but there could be other
relevant matters on your record, or the current allegation could involve several charges. A lawyer can check what

the prosecution says your history is and whether it is legally relevant.

In Queensland, the court may consider a range of outcomes. Depending on the offence and the circumstances,
these can include a fine, probation, community service, a good behaviour order or imprisonment. Some orders
come with conditions. A suspended sentence is still a sentence of imprisonment; it is not the same as being found

not guilty or having no penalty.

Jail versus probation in Queensland

People often search for jail vs probation in Queensland as if the court makes a simple choice between the two.
In practice, the sentence must fit the offence and meet the purposes of sentencing set out in Queensland law.
Probation is a community-based order supervised by Queensland Corrective Services. It may require you to report

to a probation officer and follow conditions. Breaching an order can have serious consequences.

Imprisonment can be imposed where the court considers it appropriate under the law. The maximum penalty
listed for an offence is not a prediction of the sentence you will receive. Maximum penalties are ceilings, and actual
outcomes depend on the specific charge and facts. A lawyer should explain the realistic sentencing range for your

case and what could move it up or down.

What may matter Why it can matter Seriousness and circumstances of the offence Greater harm, violence,
planning or repeated conduct may increase the seriousness. Role and level of involvement The court considers
what you personally did, not just the charge label. Personal circumstances and record Relevant history, health,
dependants and rehabilitation prospects may be considered. Plea and timing A guilty plea may attract a
sentencing discount, with the amount affected by when it is entered and the circumstances. Impact on others

Victim impact material may be relevant in appropriate cases.
Quick checklist:

® Do not assume “first offence” guarantees a non-custodial sentence.

* Ask what facts the prosecution must prove and what evidence supports them.



* Ask how the offence’s maximum penalty differs from likely outcomes in cases like yours.

® Do not plead guilty before understanding the charge and consequences.

What happens after a charge in Queensland?

Many less serious criminal matters are dealt with in the Magistrates Court. More serious charges may proceed to
the District Court or Supreme Court, depending on the offence and the required procedure. The Queensland
Courts website has information about courts, locations, forms and processes. Check the official site for current

details, including where your matter is listed.

After charge, you may receive a notice to appear or be given a court date after being arrested. Read every
document carefully. It should tell you where and when to attend and may include bail conditions. Missing court

can lead to a warrant being issued and can make the situation worse.

First mention and what it is for

A first court date is often called a "mention”. It is generally a procedural appearance, not a trial. The court may
check whether you have legal representation, whether disclosure has been provided and whether the matter is
ready to progress. Disclosure means the prosecution material it intends to rely on, subject to the rules that apply.

Depending on the case, the matter may be adjourned, resolved by a plea, or set down for further steps.

Do not treat a first mention as a formality you can ignore. If you need time to get advice, tell your lawyer as early

as possible. If you cannot attend, get legal advice urgently about what to do rather than simply staying away.

From a plea to a hearing or sentence

If you plead not guilty, the case may move towards a hearing or trial. The process can involve disclosure, legal
arguments, witness arrangements and a hearing date. If you plead guilty, the court may sentence you that day or
adjourn for reports or other material. A lawyer can explain what information may assist, such as treatment records

or references, and how to provide it properly.

Queensland court procedures can differ depending on the offence and court. For current practical information, use

the Queensland Courts website. It is a useful official starting point, but it does not replace advice about your



evidence, plea or likely sentence.
Quick checklist:

* Write down your court date, time, courtroom and courthouse.
® Bring your charge documents and any bail paperwork to your lawyer.
e Check the Queensland Courts website for official court information.

* Attend every required court date unless a lawyer has confirmed what you should do.

Bail and urgent applications

Bail is permission to remain in the community while a case is before the court, subject to conditions. Being on bail
is not a finding of guilt. Conditions may include reporting to police, living at a stated address, not contacting a
person, or not going to a particular place. You must understand and follow every condition, even if you disagree
with it. Ask a lawyer about changing a condition rather than breaching it.

Whether bail is granted depends on the law and the circumstances. The court may consider matters such as the
seriousness of the allegation, your ties to the community, the risk of not attending court, the risk of further
offending and any risk to another person. Some charges have specific legal tests, including “show cause”

requirements. The details are technical, so get advice about the test that applies to your charge.

If you are in custody or need a bail change

If police have refused bail or you are already in custody, ask for legal fantasticlawyers help urgently. A bail
application needs to address the relevant legal test and provide reliable information about matters such as
accommodation, support and proposed conditions. Do not assume a family member can simply promise to

supervise you; the court needs information that is relevant and workable.

If your circumstances change—for example, you lose your proposed address or a condition makes work or
caregiving impossible—get advice promptly about a variation. Do not change your address or contact someone in

breach of conditions while waiting for an application.

Quick checklist:


https://fantasticlawyers.com/2026/10/11/best-criminal-lawyers-brisbane/

* Keep a copy of your bail conditions and read them carefully.

Tell your lawyer straight away if you are in custody or have an urgent court date.

Gather practical information about where you can live and who can support you.

Do not breach a condition while waiting for it to be changed.

Choosing a Brisbane criminal lawyer

Look for a lawyer who regularly handles the type of charge you face and appears in the court where your case is
listed. If you are in Brisbane, ask whether they attend the Brisbane Magistrates Court or the relevant higher court,
and whether they can manage urgent bail work if needed. A lawyer outside Brisbane may still be suitable, but you

should understand how they will handle court appearances and communication.

Google reviews can help you see patterns in how a firm communicates, but they cannot tell you whether a lawyer
is right for your case. Reviews are individual experiences, may not include full context and do not prove a particular
result is likely. Avoid anyone who promises a guaranteed outcome. Criminal cases depend on evidence and legal

issues that cannot be resolved by a marketing claim.

You can also ask about the lawyer's experience with the relevant offence, who will do the work, how you will
receive updates and what fees are included. If cost is a concern, ask whether you may be eligible for Legal Aid

Queensland or another source of assistance. Eligibility depends on the rules and your circumstances.

Your first consultation: what to bring and ask

The first meeting is a chance to understand the allegation, the next steps and the likely costs. Be honest with your
lawyer, including about details you think may be unhelpful. Your lawyer needs the full picture to advise you. Do

not post about the case on social media or contact witnesses to discuss what they should say.

Bring what you have

® Charge documents, notice to appear and any police paperwork.

* Bail documents and a list of all conditions.

® Relevant messages, photos, receipts or other records—keep originals and do not edit them.
* A short timeline of what happened, with dates and names where possible.

* Details of your work, caring responsibilities, health needs and any support or treatment.

Questions to ask

1. What exactly am | charged with, and what must the prosecution prove?
. What evidence have police disclosed, and what is still missing?

. What are my options: contest the charge, negotiate, or plead guilty?

. What is the realistic sentencing risk, including the risk of jail?

2

3

4. What could happen at the next court date?

5

6. What will your work cost, and what might add to the fee?
7

. Who will appear for me, and how should | contact the firm?
Quick checklist:

* Take your paperwork and a clear timeline.



* Ask about evidence, options, likely risks and fees.

® Make sure you understand the next court date and any tasks you must complete.

What to do now

If you have been charged with a first offence in Queensland, take the charge seriously without assuming the worst.
A first-time offender may receive a community-based penalty, but jail remains possible for serious offending. The

right advice depends on the actual charge, the evidence, your history and the law that applies.

Speak to a criminal lawyer promptly, especially if you are in custody, have a bail issue or face an imminent court
date. Ask direct questions, check official court information, and keep to every court and bail requirement. No one
can promise a particular result, but early, informed preparation can help you understand your choices and avoid

preventable mistakes.



