What to Expect from a Glynn County Auto Accident
Lawyer After a Crash

If you have ever been in a car crash in Brunswick or anywhere else in Glynn County, you know
the confusion that sets in right after the impact. One moment you are driving home from work;
the next you are sitting on the shoulder of a four-lane road, trying to figure out what happened.
The other driver might be apologetic, or they might be yelling. Either way, your head is spinning,
and you are not sure what to do first. That is the moment when most people start thinking
about calling a lawyer. But what does a glynn county auto accident lawyer actually do for you?
And when should you make that call?

| have handled car crash cases in this part of Georgia for more than a decade, and | can tell you
that the first few hours after a wreck matter more than most people realize. The decisions you
make before you even leave the scene can shape the entire auto accident claim. So let me walk
you through what happens, what you should think about, and how a local attorney fits into the
picture.

Don't hire the first law firm that calls you



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qY4lRfyiq_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qY4lRfyiq_s

Immediate Steps After a Crash

Before you ever talk to a lawyer, you need to take care of the basics. If anyone is hurt, call 911
first. Do not move anyone who is injured unless there is an immediate danger like a fire. Once
the police arrive, they will write a police report. That report becomes one of the most important
pieces of evidence in your case. It contains the officer's observations, statements from drivers
and witnesses, and often a diagram of the accident scene. Even if the other driver admits fault
at the scene, the police report is what sticks.

You should also exchange insurance information with the other driver. Write down their name,
policy number, and the name of their liability insurance company. Take photos of both vehicles,
the road conditions, and any visible injuries. If there are witnesses, get their contact
information before they drive away. All of this seems obvious, but in the stress of the moment,
people forget. | have had clients who could not remember the other driver's license plate
number fifteen minutes after the crash.

Once you have done those things, you can think about calling an attorney. But you do not have
to call one at 2 a.m. from the side of the road. A good glynn county auto accident lawyer will
tell you to go to the doctor first if you are hurt, and then call the office the next business day.

Why Local Knowledge Matters

Personal injury law is state-specific, but it is also county-specific. Every county in Georgia has
its own court procedures, its own judges, and its own quirks. Glynn County Superior Court
operates on a particular calendar. The local judges have preferences about how discovery is
handled, how motions are scheduled, and how settlement conferences are run. A lawyer who
practices regularly in Brunswick knows those details. They know which insurance adjusters are
reasonable and which ones dig in on small cases. They know the local medical providers who
write thorough records and the ones who are hard to work with.


https://sites.google.com/view/boyd-law-firm-brunswick-ga




That kind of local knowledge matters more than most people think. When you are dealing with
a car crash case, the other side is almost always an insurance company. Those companies
have adjusters who handle claims in Glynn County all year long. They know the local lawyers,
the local doctors, and the local court system. If you hire an attorney from Atlanta who only
comes down for the trial, the adjuster will know that too. And they will use it against you.

What the Lawyer Actually Does

People often think a personal injury lawyer just files a lawsuit and waits for a check. The reality
is more detailed. Here is what the process looks like in a typical auto accident claim:

¢ Investigation and evidence gathering: The lawyer orders the police report, gets the
911 recordings, and tracks down witness statements. They might send an
investigator to photograph the scene or measure skid marks.

e Medical record collection: Under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act, your lawyer needs a signed release to get your medical records. They will gather
everything from the emergency room visit to follow-up treatment with your primary
care doctor.

e Demand package: Once your medical treatment is finished or has reached a plateau,
the lawyer prepares a demand letter. That letter includes the medical expenses,
property damage estimates, lost wages, and an evaluation of pain and suffering. It
goes to the insurance adjuster for the at-fault driver.

¢ Negotiation: Most cases settle during this phase. The adjuster will make an offer, the
lawyer will counter, and they will go back and forth until they reach a number that
makes sense. If they cannot agree, the case moves toward litigation.

e Litigation or trial: If settlement negotiation fails, the lawyer files a lawsuit in Glynn
County Superior Court. That starts a longer process of discovery, depositions, and
eventually a trial. Most cases still settle before trial, but sometimes you need a trial
attorney to argue your case to a jury.

Each of those steps requires judgment. The lawyer has to decide when to push and when to
hold back. They have to weigh the cost of litigation against the potential recovery. And they
have to keep you informed so you can make your own decisions about whether to accept an
offer.

Comparative Fault and How It Changes Things

Georgia follows a rule called comparative fault. That means a jury can assign a percentage of
fault to each driver. If you were speeding just before the crash, even if the other driver ran a red
light, the jury might say you were 20 percent at fault. If that happens, your recovery is reduced



by your percentage of fault. So if your total damages are $100,000 and you are 20 percent at
fault, you get $80,000.

That rule makes the police report and the early investigation even more critical. The insurance
adjuster will look for any reason to assign fault to you. They will scrutinize your statement at
the scene, your social media posts after the crash, and your driving history. A good lawyer
knows how to counter that. They will argue the facts in your favor and, if necessary, bring in an
accident reconstruction expert to show what really happened.

Damages Beyond the Obvious

When people think about an auto accident claim, they usually think about medical expenses
and property damage. Those are the straightforward numbers. You add up your hospital bills,
your car repair costs, and your lost wages. But there is more to it.

Pain and suffering is a real category of damages under negligence law. It covers the physical
pain you endured, the emotional distress, and the loss of enjoyment of life. If you used to go
fishing every weekend and now your back hurts too much to sit in a boat, that is pain and
suffering. If you cannot sleep through the night because of anxiety about driving, that is part of



it too. Insurance adjusters often undervalue these damages, especially early in the process.
They will tell you that soft tissue injuries do not justify much compensation. But a lawyer who
has handled car crash cases in Glynn County knows how to document those injuries and
present them to the adjuster or the jury.

Lost wages are another area where people underestimate their losses. If you miss work for
doctor appointments, physical therapy, or just because you are too sore to sit at a desk, those
missed hours count. And if your injuries keep you from working overtime or from doing side
jobs, those losses count too. You need documentation from your employer, but a lawyer can
help you gather it.

Timing and the Statute of Limitations

Georgia gives you two years from the date of the crash to file a lawsuit for personal injury. That
is the statute of limitations. If you miss that deadline, you lose your right to sue forever. Two
years sounds like a long time, but it goes fast. People put off calling a lawyer because they are
busy with treatment, or they think the insurance company will be fair, or they just do not want to
deal with it. Then one day they realize the deadline is three months away, and they are
scrambling.

A glynn county auto accident lawyer will remind you of that timeline early. They will also tell you
that the insurance company is not on your side. The adjuster's job is to pay as little as possible.
They will not remind you about the deadline. They will not tell you that you should talk to a
lawyer before giving a recorded statement. They will not suggest that you should get a second
opinion on your medical treatment. That is your responsibility, and it is why having your own
lawyer matters.

Choosing the Right Lawyer

Not every personal injury lawyer is the same. Some do mostly slip-and-fall cases. Some handle
medical malpractice. Some do nothing but car crash cases. You want someone who knows
negligence law inside and out and who has actual trial experience. A settlement negotiation is
only as strong as your threat to go to trial. If the adjuster knows your lawyer has never tried a
case, they will lowball you every time.

You also want someone who is local. A Brunswick-based lawyer who works in Glynn County
every day knows the local judges, the local clerks, and the local medical community. They know
which doctors write good reports and which ones do not. They know how the sheriff's office
handles accident reports. That kind of knowledge cannot be found in a law book. It comes
from being in the community.






When you talk to a lawyer, ask them how many car crash cases they have actually taken to trial.
Ask them how they handle the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act releases for
medical records. Ask them what they think your case is worth and why. If they give you vague
answers, keep looking. The right lawyer will be straightforward with you, even if the news is not
what you want to hear.

Final Thoughts

A car crash case is not just about getting your car fixed. It is about getting your life back on
track. Medical expenses pile up. Lost wages create stress. Pain and suffering affects every
part of your day. You deserve to be made whole, and the law is supposed to help you do that.
But the system only works if you have someone who knows how to navigate it.

If you have been in a crash in Brunswick or anywhere in Glynn County, do not wait. Call a local

lawyer who understands the process, the people, and the courts. The sooner you get guidance,
the better your chances of a fair outcome.



