
A bicycle crash unfolds fast, but the consequences move slowly. Adrenaline surges, people gather, a driver starts
explaining, and within minutes the scene begins to change. Skid marks fade into traffic. Witnesses leave. A
dented bike gets loaded into a car trunk. The rider often says the same thing at first: “I think I’m okay.”
Sometimes they are. Sometimes they are not, and the real injury shows up two hours later, or the next morning
when getting out of bed feels impossible.

That is why a Bicycle Accident Lawyer tends to care less about what you intended to do and more about what
actually happened in the first hour. Cases are often won or lost there. Not in a courtroom, and not in some
dramatic exchange with the insurance adjuster, but in the ordinary choices made at the curb, in the ambulance,
and after you get home.

The practical goal is simple. Protect your health first, then preserve the evidence that tells the truth about the
crash.

The first few minutes matter more than most people realize
After a bicycle collision, many riders are tempted to minimize what happened. Some do not want to create a
scene. Some are worried about being late to work. Some feel embarrassed, especially if they were thrown
awkwardly or ended up in the street with strangers staring. Drivers often feel their own stress and may push the
interaction toward a quick apology and an informal resolution. That is where mistakes begin.

A strong legal claim depends on details that vanish quickly. What lane were you in. Where was the point of
impact. Was the bike light on. Did the driver drift into the shoulder. Was there a stop sign hidden by tree
branches. Was your helmet cracked. Did anyone hear the driver say, “I never saw you”?

A Bicycle Accident Lawyer looks at a case through the lens of proof. If you are injured, the lawyer wants a clear
chain connecting the crash to the injury and the injury to your financial and personal losses. The chain starts at
the scene.

What to do before you leave the roadway



If you are conscious and able to move, the first priority is staying alive and avoiding a second impact. A rider who
survives the initial collision can still be badly hurt by traffic, shock, or a neck injury made worse by unnecessary
movement.

Here is the short version of what matters most:

1. Get to a safer position if you can do so without worsening an obvious neck, back, or head injury.

2. Call 911, or have someone nearby do it, and request police and medical help.

3. Exchange identifying and insurance information with the driver.

4. Photograph everything you can, including your bike, the vehicle, the road, and your injuries.

5. Get names and contact information for witnesses before they disappear.

Those five steps sound straightforward, but each has important nuance.

Moving to safety is good judgment if you are in active traffic and can stand or crawl without severe pain. If you
feel numbness, intense dizziness, sharp spinal pain, or confusion, stay still and tell bystanders not to move you
unless there is immediate danger, such as oncoming traffic or fire. This is not being dramatic. Bicycle crashes
frequently involve head injuries, shoulder fractures, collarbone breaks, wrist fractures, and spinal strain. The rider
may be talking normally while still having a concussion.

Calling 911 does more than summon help. It creates a formal record that a crash occurred at a specific time and
place. Many cyclists later learn the driver told an insurer a very different story, sometimes one that shifts blame
onto the rider. A police response does not guarantee accuracy, but it often preserves the first version of events
and the identities of the people involved.

Exchanging information sounds obvious, yet many cyclists leave with only a first name and a phone number. That
is not enough. You need the driver’s full name, address, phone number, license plate number, driver’s license
information, insurance company, and policy number if available. If the driver is operating a company vehicle or
driving for work, note the employer name on the vehicle and the commercial plate if there is one. That can
change the insurance picture significantly.

Photographs are critical because memory deteriorates and physical evidence changes fast. Take wide shots first
so the whole intersection or roadway is visible. Then get close-ups of damage to the bike, bent wheels, torn
clothing, broken helmet, the vehicle bumper or mirror, debris field, road markings, potholes, and anything that
affects visibility. If you have road rash, bruising, or swelling, photograph those too, then continue photographing
them over the next several days as bruises darken and swelling develops.

Witnesses are often the difference between a disputed claim and a payable one. A neutral bystander who says
the driver turned across the bike lane or opened a door into your path can carry enormous weight. People leave
quickly. Get a name and a cell number. If they are willing, ask them to text you what they saw while it is still fresh.

Why “I’m fine” can hurt both your body and your case
One of the most common problems in bike injury claims begins with politeness. Riders tell police, EMTs, or the
driver that they feel okay because they do not yet understand what the impact did to them. Adrenaline masks
pain. So does shock.

A person with a concussion may be speaking clearly while missing entire chunks of the conversation. A rider with
a fractured wrist may think it is only a sprain until the swelling becomes obvious. Hip injuries, knee damage, and
shoulder tears can feel surprisingly manageable right after the crash, then become debilitating overnight. Internal



injuries are rarer, but they are the reason doctors take abdominal pain, faintness, and shortness of breath
seriously after a collision.

From a legal standpoint, early medical documentation does two things. It protects your health, and it anchors the
injury to the crash. Insurance carriers routinely argue that delayed treatment means the injury was minor or came
from something else. That argument is not always fair, but it is common. If an ambulance is recommended, think
carefully before refusing it. If you do decline transport because you believe your injuries are manageable, it is
smart to seek urgent care or emergency evaluation the same day if symptoms persist, worsen, or involve the
head, neck, chest, abdomen, or spine.

A Bicycle Accident Lawyer would rather explain a cautious emergency room visit than defend a three-day gap in
treatment after a rider hit the pavement hard enough to crack a helmet.

The police report is important, but it is not the whole story
People often treat the police report as the final word. It is important, but it is not flawless. Officers arrive after the
collision. They rarely witness the event itself. They work under time pressure, and sometimes they misunderstand
the geometry of a bike lane, a shoulder, or a right hook turn. A rider who is dazed may not explain events clearly.
A driver may appear composed and persuasive.

Still, you should cooperate, state the basic facts, and make sure your contact information is correct. If you are
physically unable to give a full statement, say that you are injured and would like to provide details once you
have received medical care. Do not guess. Do not fill in gaps with assumptions. If you did not see the exact
moment a vehicle entered your path, say so. Accuracy is more valuable than confidence.

If the officer issues no citation, that does not mean the driver was not negligent. Civil liability and traffic
enforcement are related but not identical. Many valid injury claims proceed even when no ticket was issued.
Likewise, if the report contains a mistake, it may be correctable through supplemental witness statements,
photographs, surveillance footage, or later clarification.

Your bicycle is evidence, not scrap metal
After a bad crash, families often want to clean up the mess fast. They drop the damaged bicycle off at a shop,
authorize repairs, or throw out torn clothes and the broken helmet. That is understandable, but it can weaken a
claim.

The condition of the bicycle tells a story. A crushed rear wheel may support a rear-end impact. Damage to the left
crank, pedal, or handlebar may align with contact points on the vehicle. Scrapes, paint transfer, and fractured
components can help reconstruct the angle of collision. In some cases, especially those involving product defects
or severe injuries, the bike itself may need to be inspected by an expert. Repairs can wait until the evidence is
documented.

Store the bicycle somewhere secure and dry. Do not wash it. Keep the helmet, shoes, glasses, lights, cycling
computer, and torn clothing. If there is blood on gear, that may feel unpleasant to preserve, but it can underscore
the severity of the event. At minimum, photograph everything thoroughly before anything is cleaned or repaired.

The insurance company is not calling to help you sort out your
feelings



Insurance adjusters are often courteous, and many are professionals doing a difficult job. That said, their role is to
evaluate and limit the claim for the insurer. Early contact usually focuses on two things: getting your version of
events on the record and steering the value of the claim before the full injury picture is known.

Be careful with recorded statements. You are usually not required to give one to the other driver’s insurer
immediately, and in many situations it is wiser not to until you have legal advice. A rider who is medicated, tired,
or confused can accidentally say something incomplete that later gets framed as inconsistency. Even an innocent
phrase such as “I’m feeling better” can be used to minimize injuries that are still being diagnosed.

You can provide basic identifying information and ask for the claim number. Beyond that, caution pays. If the
insurer wants medical authorizations, read them closely. Broad releases can allow access to years of unrelated
medical records. A narrow, relevant exchange of records tied to the claimed injuries is very different from a
blanket release.

Early settlement offers are another trap. They can look attractive when the bike is destroyed, work is missed, and
bills are arriving. But the value of a bicycle injury claim often cannot be judged in the first week. Soft tissue
injuries may resolve with therapy, or they may persist for months. A wrist that seemed merely sore may reveal a
fracture. Concussion symptoms can interfere with work long after road rash heals. Once a release is signed,
reopening the claim is usually not an option.

Medical follow-through matters as much as the first visit
The first medical visit creates the starting point. What happens after that shapes credibility and recovery. Attend
follow-up appointments. Fill prescriptions if they are appropriate. Start physical therapy when recommended. See
an orthopedic specialist or neurologist if symptoms call for it. If treatment is too expensive or difficult to access,
tell your provider and document that problem rather than simply disappearing from care.

Gaps in treatment are often used against injured cyclists. Sometimes those gaps are understandable. People lose
insurance, cannot miss more work, or assume discomfort will fade. The legal issue is not perfection, it is
consistency and explanation. If you stop treatment because you improved, that makes sense if the records reflect
it. If you stop because therapy sessions cost too much, say so. Real life is complicated, and a good lawyer can
work with honest complications. What is harder to defend is silence.

A simple pain journal can help. You do not need to write a memoir. A few lines noting pain levels, sleep
disruption, headaches, missed work, inability to ride, trouble lifting https://cghinjurylawyers.blogspot.com/ a
child, or difficulty typing can become useful later when months have passed and memory blurs.

What a Bicycle Accident Lawyer wants preserved from day one
A lawyer evaluating a bike crash wants documents, images, and context while they are still fresh. Cases involving
clear liability sometimes settle efficiently. Cases involving disputed fault, serious injury, or insufficient insurance
require much more work. The stronger your file, the better your options.

Keep these items together:

1. The police report number, crash exchange form, and any citation information.

2. Photos and videos from the scene, plus photos of injuries as they evolve.

3. Medical records, discharge papers, bills, prescriptions, and therapy notes.

4. Repair estimates or replacement information for the bicycle and damaged gear.

5. Proof of lost income, including pay stubs, employer letters, or missed contract work.

https://cghinjurylawyers.blogspot.com/


That collection helps establish both liability and damages. Damages do not mean only pain and suffering. They
include ambulance charges, emergency care, imaging, surgery if needed, therapy, medication, lost wages, out-of-
pocket transportation costs for appointments, and property loss. For serious riders, there may also be value in
documenting specialized equipment. Carbon wheels, power meters, custom saddles, bike computers, lights, and
helmets add up fast. Many non-cyclists, including adjusters, underestimate replacement cost until they see
receipts and model information.

Fault in bicycle crashes is often more contested than people expect
Many drivers and insurers begin with the unspoken assumption that cycling is inherently risky and riders
somehow accept the danger. That attitude can color the claim from the start. It should not. The legal question is
usually more specific: who failed to use reasonable care under the circumstances?

Common crash patterns illustrate the point. Bicycle Accident Lawyer A driver turns right across a bike lane
without checking mirrors. A parked motorist opens a door directly into a cyclist’s path. A vehicle passes too
closely and clips the handlebar. A left-turning driver claims the cyclist “came out of nowhere” when the rider was
traveling predictably and visibly. In each scenario, the evidence matters. Road position, lighting, speed, lane
markings, visibility, and local traffic laws all shape the fault analysis.

There are also cases with shared blame. A cyclist may have been riding at dusk without lights, rolling through a
stop sign, or traveling against traffic. Shared fault does not automatically bar recovery in many jurisdictions, but it
can reduce it. This is one reason early legal advice matters. A seasoned Bicycle Accident Lawyer will examine not
only what the driver did wrong, but also what the defense is likely to argue about the cyclist’s choices.

Judgment matters here. There is a difference between a technical rule violation and conduct that truly caused the
crash. Good advocacy depends on understanding that difference and proving it with evidence.

Surveillance footage and digital evidence disappear quickly
Modern bike crash cases often involve more than witness memories. Nearby businesses may have security
cameras. Homes may have doorbell footage. Buses and commercial vehicles sometimes record continuously.
Intersections may have traffic cameras, though retention periods vary. GPS devices, cycling apps, and
smartwatches may show speed, route, and time stamps. Vehicle event data can sometimes matter too.

The problem is timing. Many systems overwrite footage in days, not months. A lawyer often sends preservation
letters quickly for that reason. Even if you have not hired counsel yet, you can identify nearby businesses, ask
whether cameras exist, and note addresses for follow-up. Do not count on someone saving footage out of
goodwill once they hear “insurance claim.” Some will help. Many will not act without a formal request.

Digital ride data can be useful, but it should be handled carefully. It may support your account of route and
speed, or it may create questions if interpreted out of context. A sudden speed drop on a cycling app might show
the moment of impact, or simply a delayed signal. Raw data needs careful reading.

Special situations that change the legal picture
Not every crash is a simple rider versus driver case. Hit and runs are a major example. If the driver leaves, call
police immediately and give the broadest useful description you can: vehicle type, color, plate fragment, decals,
direction of travel, and damage visible on the vehicle. Look for cameras right away. In some cases, uninsured
motorist coverage under an auto policy in the household may apply to a cyclist, but that depends on the policy
and state law. People are often surprised to learn that a car insurance issue can arise from a bike crash.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/?query=Bicycle%20Accident%20Lawyer


Road defect cases are another category. A crash caused by a deep pothole, poorly designed drainage grate, or
hazardous construction zone may involve a city, county, contractor, or property owner rather than a driver. These
cases often have shorter notice requirements and tougher procedural rules. Delay can be costly.

Crashes involving children also require different handling. Young riders may not describe the event clearly, and
their injuries can evolve in ways adults do not anticipate. Parents should be especially careful about recorded
statements and quick settlements.

Then there are severe injury cases involving brain trauma, spinal injuries, surgeries, or permanent impairment.
Those need disciplined evidence gathering from the outset. Life care issues, future treatment, work limitations,
and long-term pain all become part of the evaluation. The stakes are higher, and early mistakes become harder
to fix.

When to call a lawyer, and what to expect
Many injured cyclists wait too long because they assume lawyers are only for lawsuits filed months later. In
reality, early guidance can prevent avoidable problems. A Bicycle Accident Lawyer can help identify insurance
coverage, preserve evidence, manage insurer contact, obtain reports and records, and evaluate the case before a
bad statement or low settlement offer creates damage.

That does not mean every minor scrape requires full representation. If you have no real injury, no dispute about
fault, and only a modest property damage issue, you may resolve it directly. But if you have meaningful pain,
medical treatment, lost income, a driver who is denying responsibility, a police report that seems wrong, or an
insurer pressing you for a statement, it is worth getting advice sooner rather than later.

Bring the basics to that first conversation: where the crash happened, how it occurred, what injuries you have,
where you treated, whether witnesses exist, what the police did, and what insurers have contacted you. If you
have photos and documents organized, the lawyer can assess the case far more efficiently.

The mistake that causes the most trouble later
People often assume the biggest mistake is forgetting to take photos or not getting a witness name. Those
matter. But the issue that causes the deepest problems is underestimating the seriousness of the crash in the first
24 to 72 hours.

A rider wants normal life back immediately. They go to work, brush off the headache, skip the follow-up visit, and
leave the damaged bike in a garage corner. Then symptoms worsen. The insurer already has a recorded
statement suggesting everything was minor. The witness is no longer reachable. The road rash healed without
photos. The helmet was thrown away. What could have been a clean claim becomes a fight over proof.

The better approach is not panic. It is disciplined calm. Get checked. Document the scene. Preserve the bike and
gear. Limit casual conversations with the insurer. Follow medical advice. Keep records. If the injuries are more
than trivial or liability is not crystal clear, speak with a lawyer early.

That is the advice most bicycle injury lawyers give because they have seen the same pattern repeat for years.
Crashes are chaotic. Cases do not have to be.

CGH Injury Lawyers
2701 Lawrence St Suite 201
Denver, CO 80205, United States
Phone: +1 720-669-8062



FAQ About Bicycle Accident Lawyer

Who is at fault if a car hits a bicycle?

Fault depends on the evidence and the traffic rules that applied to the collision. A driver, cyclist, or another party
may share responsibility. Police reports, witness accounts, video, and the physical evidence can help establish
what happened. A collision with a car does not automatically determine legal fault.

Can you sue someone for hitting you on a bike?

You may have a claim when another person's negligent conduct causes your injuries and losses. The available
evidence, applicable deadlines, insurance coverage, and any shared fault affect your options. A lawyer can review
the circumstances and explain whether an insurance claim or lawsuit is appropriate; compensation is not
guaranteed.

What percentage does an injury lawyer usually take?

There is no single percentage that applies to every injury case. Many lawyers use a contingency fee based on a
share of the recovery, with the terms stated in a written agreement. Ask how the percentage is calculated,
whether it changes during litigation, and how case expenses are handled before signing.


