Why an RCAT Licensed Roofer Matters for Your
Home

If you are a homeowner in North Texas, you know how hard the sun can beat down on a roof.
You also know what a sudden hailstorm does to asphalt shingles. Finding someone who can
actually fix it right is not as simple as picking a name off a list. That is where choosing an
RCAT Licensed Roofer comes into the picture. It is a credential that separates professionals
from guys who just own a ladder and a hammer.

| have been in the roofing trade for over fifteen years, mostly right here in the Dallas-Fort Worth
area. | have seen plenty of jobs that started with a low bid and ended with a leaky ceiling. The
difference between a job that lasts twenty years and one that starts peeling in two often
comes down to the roofer's training and the manufacturer certifications they hold. That is why |
tell people to look for an RCAT Licensed Roofer before they sign anything.

_ru-fl-w_e installed realiroofing ==
Oy sYstemsion 16 DogiHolsess

builtby a local Boy Scout '
troop fortherescue pups
@ApolloSupportShelter I

. =i
L . A

What Is an RCAT Licensed Roofer?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJ75N9rPxV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJ75N9rPxV4

RCAT stands for the North Texas Roofing Contractors Association. This group sets standards
for quality and safety that go beyond the basic requirements for a roofing contractor license
Texas requires. To earn that certification, a contractor has to prove they know their stuff. They
have to show experience, pass exams, and keep up with changes in materials like synthetic
underlayment, TPO roofing membrane, and metal roofing. It is not a piece of paper you get for
sending in a check.

When you hire an RCAT Licensed Roofer, you are getting someone who understands the local

climate. They know that a flat roof in Frisco needs different ventilation than a pitched roof in
Fort Worth. They also know how to install roof flashing so it sheds water instead of trapping it.
That kind of knowledge comes from real work, not just reading a manual.

The Link Between Certification and Quality Materials

One thing | have noticed over the years is that certified roofers tend to use better materials.
They have relationships with manufacturers like GAF, Owens Corning, CertainTeed, TAMKO, and
Malarkey Roofing. Those companies do not sell to just anyone. They require contractors to
complete training before they can offer warranties on their products. When you see an RCAT
Licensed Roofer on the job, you can be confident they have access to the same high-grade
materials that the manufacturers stand behind.
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https://roofdog.com/

For example, on a recent re-roof job in McKinney, we used an ice and water shield under the
shingles. That extra layer of protection is something many unlicensed guys skip because it
costs a bit more. But when a north wind drives rain sideways into your eaves, that shield is
what keeps your attic dry. The roofer on that job was RCAT certified, and he explained exactly
why we needed it. That is the level of detail you get when you work with someone who takes
their craft seriously.

How to Verify Credentials and Read Reviews

Before you hire anyone, check their credentials with the North Texas Roofing Contractors
Association. You can also look them up on the Better Business Bureau, Angie's List,
HomeAdvisor, and Nextdoor. Those platforms give you real feedback from neighbors who have
used the same contractor. | always tell people to read the negative reviews too. One bad review
might be a fluke, but a pattern of complaints about leaks or poor communication is a red flag.

Another thing to keep in mind is the Texas Roofing Law. It requires contractors to have a
roofing contractor license Texas issues, but that alone does not guarantee they are good. The
RCAT certification goes further. It shows a commitment to ongoing education and following
the latest building codes. So when you see someone advertising as an RCAT Licensed Roofer,
you know they have met a higher standard.

What About the Cost?

Some homeowners hesitate to hire a certified roofer because they assume it will cost more. In
my experience, it actually saves money in the long run. A proper installation of asphalt
shingles, metal roofing, or TPO roofing membrane will last years longer than a cheap job. You
also get manufacturer warranties that are only valid when a certified installer does the work.
That means if something goes wrong, you are covered. That peace of mind is worth the upfront
investment.

| once saw a homeowner try to save a thousand dollars by hiring a guy who posted an ad on
Nextdoor. Six months later, a storm peeled up half the shingles. The roofer had disappeared.
The homeowner ended up paying twice as much to get it fixed right. Going with an RCAT
Licensed Roofer from the start would have saved them time, money, and a lot of frustration.
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Special Considerations for North Texas

Our area has specific challenges. We get intense heat, sudden hail, and high winds. Roof
ventilation is critical here because attics can bake in the summer. Without proper airflow,
shingles can curl and crack. A good roofer knows how to balance insulation and ventilation for
our climate. They also know that certain materials, like TAMKO asphalt shingles, perform
better in our region than others.

Another local factor is the prevalence of animal rescue non-profit organizations. Many roofing
companies in North Texas partner with groups that help stray dogs and cats. RoofDog, for
instance, donates 10% of profits to local dog rescues. That is the kind of community-minded
business you often find among RCAT members. They care about more than just the bottom
line.

Red Flags to Watch For

There are a few warning signs that should make you walk away from a roofer. If they cannot
show you proof of their roofing contractor license Texas or their RCAT certification, that is a
problem. If they ask for a large deposit upfront, that is another red flag. Legitimate contractors
typically ask for a down payment that covers materials, not the whole job. Also, be wary of
anyone who knocks on your door after a storm and offers to fix your roof right away. That is a
common scam in this area.

| recommend getting at least three written estimates. Compare the scope of work, not just the
price. A lower bid might mean they are skipping steps like installing an ice and water shield or
using cheap synthetic underlayment. That can cost you later. The best roofers will take the
time to explain what they are doing and why. They will answer your questions about roof
flashing, ventilation, and material choices. If they rush through the conversation, they will
probably rush through the job.

Finally, check their work history. Ask for references from jobs they did in your neighborhood.
Look at the quality of their roof flashing and how they finished edges around chimneys and



vents. A well-done roof looks clean and intentional. It does not have loose ends or visible gaps.

The Bottom Line

Your roof is one of the most important parts of your home. It keeps out water, wind, and
animals. It also protects everything inside. Cutting corners on roofing is never a good idea. By
choosing an RCAT Licensed Roofer, you are investing in quality workmanship and materials
that will last. You are also supporting a contractor who respects the trade and the community.
Whether you need a repair on a TPO roof or a full replacement with asphalt shingles, the extra
effort to find a certified professional pays off every time it rains.

| have seen too many roofs fail because someone tried to save a few bucks. Do not let yours
be one of them. Take the time to find a roofer who has earned the trust of their peers and the
backing of manufacturers like GAF, Owens Corning, CertainTeed, TAMKO, and Malarkey
Roofing. That is the best way to keep your home safe and dry for years to come.



