
What You Need to Know About Asbestos Removal
Sydney Homeowners and Builders Face
If you own an older home in Sydney or are planning a major renovation, there is a good chance
you will run into asbestos. It was widely used in Australian housing up until the mid-1980s, and
it lingers in roofs, walls, floors, and fences across the city. Proper asbestos removal sydney is
not something you can shortcut, and knowing the rules from the start can save you time,
money, and real health risk.

The danger comes down to fibres. When asbestos materials are disturbed, they release
microscopic particles that can lodge in the lungs. The diseases take years to show up, but they
are serious. That is why any work involving asbestos is tightly regulated. You cannot just pull it
out yourself and toss it in the skip bin. The fines are steep, and the risks to your family, your
neighbours, and the tradies on site are not worth it.

Understanding What You Might Find in a Typical Sydney Home
Most houses built before 1990 will contain asbestos in some form. The most common is
bonded asbestos, also called non-friable asbestos. That means the fibres are locked into a
solid material like cement. You will find it as fibro sheeting in the eaves, as cladding on the
garage, as the backing of vinyl floor tiles, or as corrugated roofing. In good condition, bonded
asbestos is low risk because the fibres stay trapped. The trouble starts when it gets cut, drilled,
sanded, or broken.

Less common but far more dangerous is friable asbestos. This material can be crumbled by
hand pressure, and it releases fibres readily. It was used as spray-on fireproofing, pipe lagging,
and some insulating boards. If you find soft, fluffy-looking material around old hot water pipes
or in ceiling spaces, treat it with extreme caution. Friable asbestos must be handled only by a
licensed asbestos removalist with a Class A licence. That is the highest level of certification,
and it comes with strict requirements for negative air pressure, full decontamination units, and
constant air monitoring.

Licensing and Legal Requirements in NSW
In NSW, anyone who does asbestos removal work must hold the appropriate licence from
SafeWork NSW. There are two main levels. A Class B licence covers removal of non-friable
asbestos, which covers most domestic jobs like removing fibro sheeting from a roof or
demolishing a small shed. A Class A licence is needed for friable asbestos and for any job
involving more than ten square metres of bonded asbestos in a residential setting. The
threshold is lower in commercial work, so always check the current rules.



Before any work starts, a site must have an asbestos register if it is a workplace, and for
demolition or renovation of a residential property, you need a demolition permit from your local
council. That permit usually requires a licensed asbestos assessor to inspect the site and
confirm the waste classification for disposal. That classification determines where the
asbestos waste can go. Only an asbestos disposal facility licensed by EPA NSW can accept it.
You cannot put it in your household bin or take it to the local tip.

Planning a Demolition or Major Renovation
If your project is big enough to need a full Sydney demolition, the asbestos removal has to
happen first, before any structural demolition begins. That is a non-negotiable step. The
removal crew will seal off the area, set up a negative air pressure system to prevent fibres
drifting into other rooms, and wear full respiratory protection. The workers will be in disposable
coveralls and half-face or full-face respirators. You will see plastic sheeting everywhere, and
there will be a waste skip lined with heavy-duty bags.

A common material in older Sydney homes is twin-wall sheeting. This is a form of fibro used
for internal walls, often in wet areas. It looks like two layers of cement sheet bonded together.
Removing it is straightforward for a licensed crew, but it does generate dust. They will keep the
material wet to suppress fibres, double-bag every piece, and seal the bags with tape. Then it
goes to a licensed facility where it is either buried in a dedicated cell or treated.

After the removal is finished, you cannot just start building again. A clearance inspection must
be carried out by an independent licensed asbestos assessor. They take surface samples and



air samples to confirm the area is safe. Until that clearance certificate is issued, no one else
can enter the work area without full protection. That certificate is your proof that the site is
clean, and you will need it for insurance and for the council to sign off on your demolition
permit.

Hidden Asbestos and Common Surprises
Even experienced renovators get caught out. Asbestos was used in places you would not
expect. Behind ceramic tiles in old bathrooms. In the backing of linoleum. Inside switchboards
and meter boxes. In the gaskets of old hot water heaters. Every time you think you have found
it all, another piece turns up. That is why a thorough survey by a qualified inspector is worth the
money. They will take samples from every suspicious area and send them to a lab. The lab
results tell you exactly what you are dealing with.

If you are doing a small job yourself, you might be tempted to just spray the sheeting with
water and pull it down carefully. But the rules have tightened. As of recent years, homeowners
in NSW can remove up to ten square metres of non-friable asbestos without a licence, but only
if they follow strict guidelines. You must wear a P2 respirator, wet the material, avoid breaking
it, double-bag it in labelled asbestos waste bags, and transport it to a facility that accepts
household asbestos waste. The penalties for getting it wrong are heavy. And honestly, the risk
of contaminating your home forever is not something you want to carry.

Choosing a Licensed Contractor
When you look for a contractor for asbestos removal sydney, you want someone who can show
you their current licence from SafeWork NSW. Ask them about their process. Do they use
negative air pressure? Do they have a decontamination zone? Do they carry their own
insurance? A good contractor will walk you through the whole plan before they start. They will
also give you a waste receipt at the end so you can prove the material went to the right place.

Price is a factor, but cheapest is rarely safest. The cost of asbestos removal depends on the
amount of material, its type, and how hard it is to access. A roof replacement might cost a few
thousand. A full demolition with extensive asbestos in the walls and floors can run to tens of
thousands. But compare that to the cost of a contaminated site, a failed clearance test, or
worse, a health issue down the track. The investment in proper removal is one of the best you
can make.

https://onbudgetdemolition.com/blog/best-demolition-contractors-in-sydney-for-residential-projects


What Happens to the Waste
Asbestos waste is classified under strict rules. The waste classification determines whether it
goes to a landfill for non-friable asbestos or to a special cell for friable material. Some facilities
also accept asbestos cement for recycling into new products, but that is still rare. Most of it
ends up buried in engineered landfills. The trucks that carry it must have sealed bodies and
display asbestos warning signs. The facility will weigh it, inspect it, and issue a certificate of
disposal. That certificate is your proof that the chain of custody was legitimate.

Final Thoughts on Staying Safe



If you are planning any work on an older Sydney property, start with a proper asbestos survey.
Do not rely on a visual inspection alone. The lab results will tell you what you need to know.
Then hire a licensed asbestos removalist with the right class of licence for the job. Follow the
rules on waste disposal. Get the clearance inspection. It sounds like a lot of steps, but each
one exists because someone got it wrong and paid a price.

When it comes to asbestos removal sydney, the professionals who do this work every day
know the materials, the regulations, and the safe methods. They also know the shortcuts that
look tempting but lead to problems. Trust the process, not the price. Your health, your family,
and your property value depend on it.


