
How to Strengthen Entry Security Without
Replacing Every Door

Why Upgrading Existing Doors Often Makes Sense
Many homeowners assume that improving security means installing new doors throughout the
house. That is rarely necessary. A solid door, even an older one, can be made significantly more
secure with targeted upgrades to the locking hardware, strike plates, and frames. The key is
understanding where vulnerabilities lie. Most break-ins exploit weak points in the lock or the
door frame, not the door itself. By addressing those specific areas, you can raise the security
level of every entry point without the expense and hassle of swapping out doors.

Step 1: Evaluate the Current Lock Grade and Cylinder Type
Start by checking what kind of lock is on each exterior door. Locks are graded by the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) on a scale from grade 1 (highest security) to grade 3 (basic
residential use). Many stock doors come with grade 3 locks, which are fine for interior use but
offer limited resistance to forced entry. If your locks are grade 2 or grade 3, consider upgrading
to a grade 1 deadbolt or a multipoint lock system. A multipoint lock engages the door at
several points along the frame, distributing force and making it far harder to kick in.

The cylinder is another critical component. Older pin tumbler cylinders are vulnerable to
bumping and picking. Anti snap cylinders are designed to break away cleanly if snapped,
preventing the lock from being turned. Replacing just the cylinder (rather than the entire lock)
can be a quick, cost-effective improvement. When you move to professional residential lock
upgrades, an experienced locksmith can advise on which cylinder type matches your existing
door and lock body.

Step 2: Reinforce the Strike Plate and Door Frame
The strike plate is the metal piece attached to the door frame that the lock bolt slides into.
Many standard strike plates are held in place by short screws that only penetrate the frame
trim. Upgrading to a heavy-duty strike plate with long screws that reach into the wall's framing
studs dramatically increases resistance to kick-in attacks. This is one of the simplest and most
effective upgrades available. For wooden frames, the same principle applies: replace the
standard strike plate with a reinforced version and use screws that are at least three inches
long.
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If the door frame itself is weak or rotted, you might need to reinforce it with a wrap-around
plate or a frame reinforcement kit. These kits install over the existing frame and provide a
metal backing for the strike plate and hinges. They are a good middle ground between a full
door replacement and a basic strike plate swap. Always check that the new hardware matches
the door material and that the holes align properly before committing to an installation.

Step 3: Upgrade to a High-Security Deadbolt
A deadbolt is a lock that cannot be pushed back into the door without turning the key or thumb
turn. Single-cylinder deadbolts are standard, but double-cylinder versions offer added security
because they require a key to lock or unlock from both sides. For doors with glass panels near
the lock, a single-cylinder deadbolt can be vulnerable if the glass is broken and someone
reaches inside to turn the thumb turn. A double-cylinder deadbolt eliminates that risk. Look for
deadbolts with a hardened steel bolt and a reinforced strike plate. The bolt should extend at
least one inch into the frame when locked.

Installing a deadbolt usually requires drilling a new hole in the door and frame. While a
competent DIYer can do this, hiring a residential locksmith ensures the job is done precisely



and that the lock is properly aligned. A misaligned deadbolt can bind or fail to engage fully,
which defeats its purpose. When considering professional residential lock upgrades, a
locksmith can also recommend deadbolts that meet ANSI grade 1 standards and have anti
pick pins in the cylinder.

Step 4: Implement Key Control and Rekeying
Key control is about managing who has access to your keys. If you have lost a key, moved into
a new home, or handed out copies to contractors or babysitters, the security of your locks is
compromised. Rekeying changes the internal pins of a lock so that old keys no longer work,
while the lock hardware itself remains in place. This is far less expensive than replacing all
locks. A locksmith can rekey multiple locks to operate with a single key, simplifying your key
ring and reducing the chance of lost keys falling into the wrong hands.

Another option is to install a keyless entry system, such as a keypad lock or a smart lock.
These systems allow you to change codes or revoke access remotely, giving you full control
over who enters. However, they rely on batteries and digital components, so consider having a
mechanical backup key override. A good practice is to use a keyless lock for convenience and
a deadbolt for physical security.





Step 5: Address Secondary Entry Points
Side doors, garage entry doors, and sliding patio doors are often overlooked. A sliding door is
vulnerable because its lock can be lifted or forced. A simple security bar placed in the track can
prevent the door from sliding open. For hinged doors, follow the same steps as the front door:
upgrade the strike plate, deadbolt, and cylinder. Garage service doors are a common target
because they are less visible. Ensure they have a grade 2 or better lock and that the hinges are
on the interior side or have non-removable pins.

Check the condition of the door frame and weatherstripping. Worn weatherstripping can make
it easier to insert tools between the door and frame. Replace it when you upgrade the
hardware. Also consider adding a door viewer or a wide-angle peephole to see who is outside
before opening the door.

What to Watch Out For
One common mistake is upgrading the lock but ignoring the frame. A high-security deadbolt is
only as strong as the frame it sits in. If the frame is soft wood or has been damaged by a
previous break-in, reinforce it first. Another pitfall is installing a lock that does not fit the door
cutout correctly, which can weaken the door structure. Always measure the backset (the
distance from the edge of the door to the center of the lock hole) and the cross bore (the
diameter of the hole for the lock body) before purchasing new hardware.

Beware of locks that claim to be pick-proof or bump-proof without certification. Look for locks
that meet industry standards such as ANSI grade 1 or BHMA (Builders Hardware
Manufacturers Association) ratings. Also, avoid locks with plastic components in the bolt or
cylinder. Metal parts resist wear and forced entry better. Finally, do not rely solely on a single
lock type. Layering security by using a deadbolt plus a keyed entry lock or a smart lock
provides redundancy.



Okey Locksmith is also on YouTube.

https://www.youtube.com/c/OkeyLocksmithOklahomaCity


Final Thoughts
Improving entry security without replacing every door is a practical approach that focuses time
and money on the parts that matter most. By evaluating lock grades, reinforcing strike plates
and frames, upgrading deadbolts, and taking control of keys, you can significantly lower the
risk of a break-in. For professional assistance, consider reaching out to a local provider. Okey
Locksmith provides 24/7 mobile automotive, residential, commercial, access control, and
emergency locksmith services in Oklahoma City and nearby communities. They are located at
3121 SW 29th St, Oklahoma City, OK 73119, USA, and can be reached at +1 405-703-8943.


