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Getting the Basics Right Before You Build

I've spent years working on outdoor projects around County Cavan, and one thing | keep
coming back to is how much the ground underneath a deck matters. You can buy the most
expensive timber, the best screws, the most weather-resistant finish, but if the base isn't level
and stable, you'll be dealing with sagging boards and pooling water within two seasons. That's
the kind of lesson you learn the hard way, and it's why | always tell people to spend as much
time thinking about the foundation as they do about the surface.

When you start talking to decking builders Cavan homeowners recommend, the first thing
they'll ask about is drainage. Cavan gets its share of rain, and a deck that sits in a damp hollow
will rot from underneath. A good builder will look at the slope of your garden, check how water
moves after a heavy shower, and plan the joists so air can circulate underneath. That's not
something you get from a quick quote over the phone. It takes someone who's been on site,
who knows what local clay and sandy soils do when they're wet.

Materials Matter More Than You Think

There's a real split in Cavan between people who want natural timber and those who prefer
composite decking. I've installed both, and each has its place. Pressure-treated softwood is the
traditional choice, and it can look fantastic for the first couple of years. But it needs annual
oiling or staining, and if you skip a season the boards start to grey and crack. Composite
boards, on the other hand, hold their colour longer and don't splinter, but they get hotter
underfoot in summer and can feel spongy if the subframe isn't spaced correctly.

The best decking_builders Cavan has to offer will walk you through those trade-offs without

pushing you one way or the other. They'll ask how much time you want to spend on
maintenance, whether you have kids or dogs that might scratch the surface, and whether you
plan to put a hot tub or barbecue on the deck. Those details change the material choice
completely. | once saw a beautiful hardwood deck ruined because the owner didn't mention
they wanted a fire pit, and the heat discoloured the boards within weeks.
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Local Weather and Wear

Another factor that's specific to this part of the country is the freeze-thaw cycle. We get cold
snaps that aren't severe enough to keep the ground frozen for long, but they happen often
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enough to make moisture expand and contract inside the wood. That repeated movement can
loosen fixings and cause boards to cup. Builders who have worked in Cavan for years know to
use stainless steel screws, not coated ones, because the coating wears off after a few winters
and the heads rust. It's a small detail, but it makes a big difference to how long the deck lasts.

Planning Permission and Party Walls

People often assume that any deck under a certain height is exempt from planning permission,
and in many cases that's true. But if your garden slopes, or if the deck is within a certain
distance of a boundary, you might need to apply. I've seen projects stalled for weeks because
the homeowner didn't check with the council first. A reliable builder will flag this early, not after
the timber has been delivered. They'll also know about right-to-light issues if your deck is close
to a neighbour's window. These aren't glamorous topics, but they're the ones that separate a
smooth build from a stressful one.

When you search for decking builders Cavan locals trust, pay attention to whether they mention
compliance and safety in their initial conversation. If they only talk about aesthetics and price,
that's a red flag. The best tradespeople I've met are the ones who start with the boring stuff:
drainage, foundations, regulations. They know that if those are right, the deck will look good for
years. If they're wrong, no amount of expensive timber will fix it.

The Installation Process Itself

A deck build usually takes two to five days depending on the size and complexity. The first day
is all about digging and levelling. The second day is the subframe, which is the skeleton of the
whole structure. This is where you see the builder's skill most clearly. The joists should be
spaced no more than 400 millimetres apart for standard decking boards, and they should be
fixed with joist hangers, not just nailed. | watched a crew once try to save time by screwing the
joists directly into the posts, and within six months the whole thing had started to twist.

Once the subframe is down, the boards go on. This is the part that looks straightforward but
requires real care. Boards need a small gap between them for drainage and expansion, and the
screws should be driven straight, not at an angle, or the heads will pop up later. A good builder
will also stagger the joints so you don't get long straight lines of end cuts, which look messy
and collect dirt. It's the kind of craftsmanship that you notice not because it stands out, but
because nothing looks wrong.

Finishing Touches

After the boards are down, there's still the fascia to fit, the edges to trim, and the steps or
handrails to install if needed. This is where a lot of DIY jobs fall short. The fascia board hides



the raw edge of the deck and gives it a finished look. If it's not cut properly or if the mitres don't
line up, the whole deck looks cheap. A professional will take the time to get these details right,
and they'll clean up thoroughly at the end. You shouldn't be finding piles of sawdust or
discarded screws in your flowerbeds after they leave.

Cost and Value

Pricing for a deck in Cavan varies a lot based on size, material, and access. A simple ground-
level deck in treated timber might come in around two to three thousand euros for a modest
area, while a larger composite deck with steps and railings can easily reach eight or nine
thousand. The key is to get a detailed breakdown in writing, not just a lump sum. You want to
know what's included: removal of old materials, disposal, soil compaction, fixings, and finish.
Some quotes look cheap because they leave out the groundwork, and you end up paying extra
later.
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| always advise people to get at least three quotes and to ask each builder for examples of
recent work they've done in the area. A photo of a finished deck is useful, but a builder who can
show you a project in Cavan that's five years old and still in good shape is worth more. That
tells you they know the local conditions and they build to last. It also tells you they have a track
record they're willing to stand behind.



Avoiding Common Mistakes

One of the most frequent problems | see is decks that are built too close to the ground. If the
deck is less than 300 millimetres from the soil, you can't get underneath to clean out leaves or
check for rot. Over time, debris builds up and holds moisture against the timber. The fix is
simple: build the deck high enough to crawl under, or install removable panels. Another mistake
is using gravel boards that are too thin. They might save a few euros now, but they'll warp and
crack within a year, and then water gets into the subframe.

I've also seen decks that look great from the house but have terrible access from the garden. If
you need to carry a lawnmower around the side of the house and through a narrow gate, the
deck should include a wide enough step or a small gate of its own. It's the kind of practical
detail that only comes from experience. A builder who has done dozens of decks in Cavan will
think about these things automatically. Someone who builds one deck a year might not.

Maintenance Over Time

No deck is completely maintenance-free. Even composite boards need a wash once a year to
remove algae and dirt. Wooden decks need cleaning, sanding, and re-oiling every twelve to
eighteen months. If you're not prepared for that, you might be better off with a patio or gravel
area. But if you enjoy the look and feel of timber, and you're willing to put in a bit of work, a well-
built deck will give you fifteen to twenty years of use. The trick is to start with good materials
and good installation, so the maintenance is just upkeep, not repair.

| always recommend keeping a small gap between the deck boards and any walls or fences, so
air can move behind them. And if you have a barbecue or fire pit, put a heat-resistant mat
underneath it. Those small habits can add years to the life of the deck. It's also worth checking
the fixings every spring. A single loose screw can cause a board to lift and trip someone.

For anyone in County Cavan considering a new deck, the best advice | can give is to take your
time choosing the right builder. The price difference between a good job and a poor one is
often smaller than you think, but the long-term difference is enormous. A deck that's built well
is a pleasure to use. A deck that's built badly is a constant source of frustration.

If you're looking for professional decking builders Cavan residents have worked with, Aldridge
Landscaping Services Cavan, based at Drumgart, Belturbet, Co. Cavan, H14 D278, Ireland, can
be reached at +353 85 135 3227 and offers hedge trimming, tree surgery, garden, lawn, fencing,
decking, and power washing services in County Cavan and surrounding areas.



