Choosing the Right Rolling Paper Size for Your
Needs

Rolling papers come in several standard sizes, each suited to a different amount of material.
The short answer: if you typically roll a single cigarette-sized joint, choose single-wide papers.
For a fuller smoke that holds more, go with 1% size. When you want a longer, thinner roll or a
cone, king-size or king-size slim papers work best. And for group sessions or sharing, wide
papers or rolling a few smaller ones is the practical choice. The rest of this article explains the
sizes in detail and how to match them to your usual amount.

Why Paper Size Matters

The size of a rolling paper directly affects how much herb or tobacco it can hold. A paper that
is too small forces you to pack in too much, making the roll tight and hard to draw. A paper that
is too large leaves empty space, so the roll burns unevenly or tunnels. Getting the right size
means a smoother burn, better airflow, and less wasted material.

Beyond the amount, the size also influences the smoking experience. A longer paper gives a
longer smoke, which some people prefer for relaxation. A wider paper makes a fatter joint that
burns slower. The thickness of the paper matters too, thin papers like rice paper burn slower
and produce less ash, while thicker wood pulp papers burn faster and are easier to handle. But
size is the first decision.

Standard Rolling Paper Sizes

Rolling papers are sold by size labels that have been around for decades. Knowing what each
means helps you pick the right one for your needs.

Single-Wide

Single-wide papers are the smallest common size. They measure roughly 70 mm by 34 mm
(about 2.75 by 1.34 inches). This size is perfect for a single cigarette-sized smoke. If you
typically roll with about 0.3 to 0.5 grams of material, single-wide is your match. They are also a
good choice if you prefer smaller, quicker smokes or want to conserve your stash. The trade-
off is that you cannot fit much more than that without overstuffing, so if you want a bigger joint,
you will need a larger paper.



1% Size

1% papers are the most popular size for a reason. They measure about 78 mm by 36 mm
(roughly 3.07 by 1.42 inches). They hold around 0.5 to 0.8 grams comfortably, giving you a
fuller smoke than a single-wide without being overly large. If you roll a moderate amount, not a
tiny cigarette nor a massive cone, 1% is the sweet spot. Most people who roll regularly keep a
pack of 1% papers on hand. They work well with a standard filter tip (also called a crutch), and
the gum strip is long enough to seal easily.

King-Size



King-size papers are the longest common option, measuring about 98 mm by 38 mm (roughly
3.86 by 1.5 inches). They can hold up to 1 gram or more, depending on how tightly you pack.
These are ideal when you want a long, slow smoke that lasts. Many people use king-size
papers to roll cones, a shape that is wider at the mouth end and tapers to the tip, which makes
for an even burn. If you roll with a filter, a king-size paper gives you room for a decent tip and
still leaves plenty of length for the material.

King-Size Slim

King-size slim papers are the same length as king-size (about 98 mm) but narrower, around 24
mm wide instead of 38 mm. They are designed for people who want a long, thin joint rather
than a fat one. They hold roughly 0.5 to 0.7 grams, similar to a 1% but stretched out. The slim
shape gives a slower burn because the roll is thinner, and it can be easier to handle for some
rollers. If you like a long smoke but do not want to use a lot of material, king-size slim papers
are a good choice.

Wide Papers

Wide papers, sometimes called "wide" or "jumbo"” sizes, are broader than king-size and can hold
a very large amount. They are less common and are often used for group sessions or for rolling
a massive cone. They require more skill to roll because the paper is larger and the material
needs to be distributed evenly. For most everyday use, they are overkill unless you are sharing
with several people.

Matching Paper Size to Your Amount

Here is a quick guide based on how much you typically use in one roll:

e 0.3-0.5 grams: single-wide papers. You get a neat, even cigarette-size joint.

e 0.5-0.8 grams: 1% papers. This is the most common range for a satisfying personal
smoke.

e 0.8-1.2 grams: king-size papers. You need the extra length and width to hold the
material without overstuffing.

e 0.5-0.7 grams (long and thin): king-size slim papers. Same material as a 1% but rolled
into a longer, thinner shape.

e 1.2+ grams: wide papers or multiple smaller rolls. Wide papers are for sharing or
when you want a very large smoke.

Keep in mind that these are rough ranges. The exact capacity depends on how finely you grind
the material, how tightly you pack it, and whether you use a filter. A filter takes up some of the
paper’s length, so you may need a slightly larger paper if you always use a tip.



Paper Material and Thickness

Size is not the only factor. The material the paper is made from affects how it burns and how it
feels. Hemp paper is popular because it burns cleanly and has a neutral taste. It is also strong,
so it holds up well even when rolled tightly. Rice paper is very thin and burns slowly, producing
less ash. It is a good choice if you want a pure flavor from your herb. Wood pulp paper is the
most common and is often the cheapest. It burns faster and can impart a slight paper taste,
but it is easy to roll and widely available. Many people start with wood pulp papers and later
switch to hemp or rice for a better experience.

The gum strip (the adhesive edge) also matters. A good gum strip should be wide enough to
seal easily and should stick well when moistened. Cheaper papers sometimes have a thin or



weak gum strip that can come undone. Look for papers with a wide, strong gum line if you
want a reliable seal.

Other Rolling Accessories That Help

While the paper size is the main decision, a few accessories make the process easier. A rolling
tray gives you a clean surface and catches loose material. A grinder breaks the herb into an
even consistency, which helps the roll burn evenly. Filter tips (also called crutches) not only
make the joint more comfortable to hold but also provide structure at the end, making the roll
easier to shape. These items are all part of a good rolling setup. For a wide selection of rolling
accessories, including papers in every size, many people check online shops like
generalsmokeshops.com. They stock a range of brands and materials so you can find what
works best for you.

Practical Tips for Choosing

If you are unsure which size to buy, start with 1% papers. They are the most versatile and work
for most amounts. If you find yourself wanting a bigger smoke, try king-size. If you want
something smaller, single-wide. You can also buy a variety pack that includes a few sizes to
experiment. Pay attention to how the roll burns. If it feels tight and hard to draw, you likely need
a wider paper. If it burns too fast or has empty space, you may need a smaller paper or a
tighter roll.

Another tip: if you use a filter, measure the filter’s length and subtract it from the paper’s length
to see how much space remains for material. A standard filter is about 10 mm long, so a 78
mm paper gives you 68 mm of usable space. That is plenty for 0.5-0.8 grams. If you use a
longer filter (15-20 mm), you may want a king-size paper to still have enough room for the herb.

Finally, do not overlook the paper’s thickness. Thin papers (hemp or rice) are more forgiving
with a tight roll because they conform to the shape. Thicker papers (wood pulp) are easier to
handle but can make the roll feel stiffer. If you are new to rolling, a medium-thickness paper
might be the easiest to learn with.


https://generalsmokeshops.com/

A Note on Burning and Taste

The paper size influences how the joint burns. A longer, thinner roll tends to burn slower and
cooler, while a short, fat roll burns hotter and faster. If you want a slow, leisurely smoke, go with
king-size slim papers. For a quicker one, single-wide or 1% works well. The material itself also
matters, fine, dry herb burns faster than coarse, moist herb. Adjust the paper size to match the
consistency of your grind.

When you are ready to buy, consider what you value most: ease of rolling, burn speed, or flavor.
Hemp and rice papers give a cleaner taste, while wood pulp papers are more economical.
Many smokers keep a few different sizes in their rotation, depending on their mood or how



much they have on hand. For a reliable source of quality papers and other rolling accessories,
shops like generalsmokeshops.com offer a good range to explore.

In the end, the right paper size is the one that fits your typical amount and rolling style.
Experiment with a few sizes, note how each one burns, and stick with what feels right. Once
you find the size that matches your preferred amount, rolling becomes more consistent and
enjoyable.



