
Practical Steps for Insurance Fraud Prevention in
Vehicle Registration
When you buy a used car, you trust that the vehicle registration is legitimate. But vehicle
registration fraud is a growing problem in the UK, and it hits drivers where it hurts most, their
insurance premiums, their legal standing, and their peace of mind. I have spent years working
with motorists and businesses who thought they had a clean vehicle history check, only to
discover clone plates or identity theft had been hiding in plain sight. That experience taught me
that insurance fraud prevention starts long before you file a claim.

Number plate cloning is one of the fastest-growing forms of vehicle identity theft. A criminal
copies your registration mark onto a similar car, then runs up parking fines, congestion
charges, and even serious traffic offences under your name. The first you know about it is
when a penalty notice arrives, or your insurance renewal skyrockets for no reason. By then, the
damage is done. That is why a proactive approach to insurance fraud prevention is so vital, and
why the DVLA and the police national computer systems only catch a fraction of cases after
the fact.

How Vehicle Identity Theft Works
The mechanics are simpler than most people realise. A fraudster finds a car that matches the
make, model, and colour of a legitimate vehicle. They copy the number plates, often using
cheap blank plates bought online without proper documentation, and attach them to their own
vehicle. The cloned vehicle now carries a vehicle mark that belongs to someone else. From
that point, the criminal can drive through tolls, commit crimes, and even sell the car on to an
unsuspecting buyer, all while the real owner's identity is being abused.

This is where a fraud prevention network becomes essential. When you verify a vehicle's
identity through electronic vehicle registration checks, you are effectively cross-referencing the
registration mark against the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency database, the motor
insurance database, and other official sources. If the details do not match, for example, the
vehicle history check shows a different colour or engine size, you know something is wrong
before you hand over any money.



The Role of Automated Number Plate Recognition
Automated Number Plate Recognition, or ANPR, is one of the most powerful tools in the fight
against vehicle registration fraud. Police use it constantly, but ordinary drivers and businesses
can also benefit from it indirectly. When a cloned plate is flagged, ANPR cameras can alert
authorities in real time. However, the system only works if the original owner has reported the
fraud early. That is why having a real-time alert system on your own vehicle registration is so
valuable. The moment your number plate is used somewhere it should not be, you get notified.
You can then act before the fines pile up.

For businesses that run fleets, the stakes are even higher. A single cloned plate on a company
vehicle can lead to thousands of pounds in wrongful penalties, not to mention damage to the



company's compliance record. Secure verification of every vehicle in the fleet, checking the
certificate of entitlement, the private registration number, and the vehicle identity check, should
be part of standard operating procedure. It is not just about saving money; it is about
protecting the business from legal liability.

Why Prevention Beats Cure
I once spoke to a driver who had his registration cloned three times in two years. Each time, the
police caught the criminal eventually, but the driver still spent months fighting penalty charge
notices and correcting his insurance record. The premiums on his policy nearly doubled, and he
had to provide a certificate of entitlement every time he renewed. He told me he wished he had
known about data matching services earlier. A simple check of his vehicle registration against
the motor insurance database would have flagged the first clone within days.

That is the core principle behind modern insurance fraud prevention: catch the mismatch early,
before it becomes a pattern. The DVLA holds the master record for every vehicle in the UK, but
it relies on data from insurers, police, and verification networks to keep that record accurate.
When you use a service that performs vehicle identity checks against multiple sources,
including the police national computer and the motor insurance database, you are essentially
double-checking the DVLA's own data. That extra step is what stops clone plates from slipping
through the cracks.

Practical Steps You Can Take
Start with a thorough vehicle history check before you buy any used car. Look for
inconsistencies in the colour, engine size, and year of manufacture. If the vehicle mark on the
car does not match the electronic vehicle registration record, walk away. Next, consider
registering for a real-time alert system that monitors your own number plate. If your plate is
scanned anywhere in the country, at a toll, a car park, or by a police ANPR camera, you get an
immediate notification. That gives you the chance to report it before the fraudster racks up
more offences.

https://www.protect-a-plate.co.uk/




For businesses, the same principle applies but on a larger scale. Integrate secure verification
into your purchasing and leasing workflows. Every time you acquire a new vehicle, run a vehicle
identity check against the DVLA database and the motor insurance database. If you operate
private number plates, ensure the private registration number is correctly linked to the vehicle
and that the certificate of entitlement is up to date. A small investment in data matching
upfront can save thousands of pounds in disputed fines later.

Common Red Flags to Watch For

The seller asks for cash only and cannot produce a valid certificate of entitlement or
vehicle history check.

The vehicle's VIN (Vehicle Identification Number) does not match the one on the
DVLA record or the motor insurance database.

The number plates look cheap or poorly made, with irregular fonts or spacing.

The vehicle has a private registration number that was recently transferred, and the
seller cannot explain the ownership chain.

The price is significantly below market value, and the seller pressures you to complete
the sale quickly.

If any of these red flags appear, do not proceed until you have done a full vehicle identity theft
check. A reputable seller will understand your caution and provide the necessary
documentation.

Beyond the Individual: The Bigger Picture
Insurance fraud prevention is not just a personal concern; it affects every policyholder in the
country. When criminals use clone plates to avoid paying insurance premiums, the cost of
those unpaid claims is spread across honest drivers. The motor insurance database exists to
catch uninsured vehicles, but it relies on accurate registration data. If a cloned plate is not
detected, the database becomes less effective. That is why fraud prevention networks that
share data across agencies, from the police national computer to the Driver and Vehicle



Licensing Agency, are so important. They create a web of verification that makes it harder for
fraudsters to hide.

I have seen cases where a single cloned vehicle was linked to over fifty separate parking and
congestion charge fines in six months. The legitimate owner had no idea until bailiffs turned up
at their door. If that owner had used a real-time alert system with secure verification, they
would have received a notification the first time the cloned plate was scanned. They could then
have reported it immediately, and the police could have flagged the plate on the police national
computer. Instead, the fraud went undetected for months, and the owner had to spend
hundreds of hours proving their innocence.



The technology to prevent this already exists. Automated number plate recognition cameras
are everywhere. The data matching infrastructure is in place. What is often missing is the
individual's awareness and willingness to act. Checking your vehicle registration regularly, and
using a fraud prevention network that monitors it for you, is one of the simplest ways to protect
yourself. It takes a few minutes to set up, and it can save you months of frustration.

Final Thoughts
Vehicle registration fraud and identity theft are not going away, but they are preventable. The
key is to shift from a reactive mindset, dealing with problems after they happen, to a proactive
one. Insurance fraud prevention is not a one-off task; it is an ongoing habit. By combining
regular vehicle history checks, secure verification of your registration data, and a real-time alert
system, you can stay ahead of the criminals. The DVLA, the police, and the motor insurance
database all play their part, but the most important link in the chain is you. Stay vigilant, check
the details, and never assume that a number plate is legitimate just because it looks normal.


