
How to Get Papers for a Dog: A Practical Guide for
Designer and Mixed Breeds
If you own a designer or mixed breed dog that was never registered, you might feel stuck when
someone asks for papers. Maybe you rescued a dog from a shelter, bought from a breeder who
did not provide any registration, or simply lost the original documents over time. The question
of how to get papers for a dog is more common than many people think, especially among
owners of breeds like French Bulldogs, Pugs, Cavaliers, and other designer crosses.

The good news is that registration is not only for dogs with a long paper trail. Many owners
assume that if their dog lacks official pedigree papers, they cannot obtain any form of
registration at all. That assumption is wrong, but it does require you to understand what kind of
papers exist and what each one offers. The process is different from registering a purebred
dog with a kennel club, and it often involves a different set of steps.

Let me walk you through the practical realities of how to get papers for a dog Designer Kennel
Club DKC, what to expect, and where to focus your effort. This is not about pedigree
registration in the traditional sense, but about legitimate alternative registration that
acknowledges your dog for the dog it is, not just for the papers it lacks.

Understanding What Papers Actually Mean
Many owners first ask about papers because they want something official that proves their dog
is a specific breed or mix. Papers can mean different things. For some, it is a registration
certificate from a recognised body. For others, it is a health or vaccination record. And for a
growing number of owners, it is a registration that captures the dog's type, lineage if known,
and ownership details even when traditional pedigree papers are absent.

The phrase "how to get papers for a dog" usually implies a document that carries some
authority. In the dog world, authority comes from the organisation that issues the papers, not
from the paper itself. A registration from a well-known club or service carries weight because it
involves a verification process, even if that process is not as strict as a purebred registry.

That is where the distinction between purebred registration and designer or mixed breed
registration matters. Purebred registration typically requires a documented lineage going back
several generations, often verified by a breed club. Designer and mixed breed registration, on
the other hand, focuses on the individual dog - its appearance, type, and ownership - without
requiring a full family tree.

https://www.designerkennelclub.com/post/how-to-get-papers-on-a-dog-even-without-papers
https://www.designerkennelclub.com/post/how-to-get-papers-on-a-dog-even-without-papers


Why Traditional Pedigree Papers Are Not Always an Option
If your dog is a mixed breed or a designer cross, you may find that traditional kennel clubs
require papers your dog does not have and cannot get. That is not a failure on your part. It is
simply that those systems were built for purebred dogs with recorded breeding histories. For
example, a French Bulldog crossed with a Pug produces a designer dog that is increasingly
popular, but no purebred club will register it as a purebred of either parent breed.

That leaves owners feeling left out. You love your dog, you want it recognised, and you want
the same kind of official documentation that purebred owners enjoy. The system for how to get
papers for a dog Designer Kennel Club DKC addresses exactly this gap. It offers a registration
pathway that does not require your dog to have a history of papers. Instead, it asks for a
description, photos, and honest information about the dog's type and parentage if known.

I have spoken to owners who assumed their mixed breed could never be registered, and they
were surprised to learn that alternative registration exists. One owner of a Cavalier King
Charles Spaniel cross told me she had been turned away by three different breed clubs before



she found a service that accepted her dog. She described the relief of finally having a
certificate that named her dog's breed type and her as the registered owner.

Steps to Obtain Papers for Your Dog
The process itself is straightforward, but you need to know what to prepare. Here is a practical
breakdown of what you will need, whether you are registering a purebred with papers or a
designer dog without them.

Know your dog's type. Be honest about what your dog is. A mixed breed registration
will ask you to describe the dog's appearance, size, coat, and any known parent
breeds. Exaggerating or guessing badly will not help.

Provide clear photographs. Most services require at least two photos, one from the
side and one from the front. Good lighting and a plain background help. These photos
are used to verify the dog's type.

Have ownership details ready. Your name, address, and the dog's name and date of
birth if known. Microchip numbers are helpful but not always required.

Understand what the registration covers. It is a record of ownership and type, not a
health certificate or a guarantee of breed purity. Read the terms before you submit.

Pay the fee and wait for processing. Most registrations take a few business days to a
couple of weeks. You will receive a certificate or digital record.

If you are wondering how to get papers for a dog Designer Kennel Club DKC, the steps above
apply directly. The service is built around designer and mixed breeds, so you do not need to
worry about being rejected because your dog lacks prior papers.

What Papers Give You and What They Do Not
It is important to set realistic expectations. Registration papers give you a recognised record of
ownership and a description of your dog's type. That can be useful for travel, for proving
ownership in a dispute, or simply for the satisfaction of having an official document for a dog
you love.

What papers do not give you is a guarantee of breed purity, a health guarantee, or a pedigree
that other breeders will accept for breeding purposes. If your goal is to breed your dog and sell
puppies as purebred, then alternative registration will not help you. But if your goal is to get
papers that recognise your dog as a specific type and you as its owner, it works well.

When You Should Seek Professional Guidance



If you are trying to register a dog that comes from a breeder who promised papers but never
delivered, or if you are dealing with a dog of uncertain origin, you may want advice from a
breed-specific rescue or a vet. They can help you confirm the dog's type and point you toward
appropriate registration options.

Some owners also confuse registration with licensing. In many areas, dogs must be licensed
with the local government, which is a separate process from registration with a club or service.
Make sure you understand which one you need.

The question of how to get papers for a dog is not a single answer. It depends on what kind of
dog you have, what you want the papers to say, and which organisation you trust to issue them.
For designer and mixed breed owners, the path is clearer than it used to be, and the options are
growing.

A Note on Cost and Value
Registration fees vary. Some services charge a one-time fee, while others require annual
renewal. Compare what you get for the money. A certificate that is recognised by other owners
or by kennel clubs has more value than one that is simply a piece of paper. Read reviews and
ask other owners what they used.

I have seen owners pay for multiple registrations from different services because they were not
sure which one was legitimate. That is money wasted. Do your research before you pay. A



service that clearly states its purpose and does not promise more than it can deliver is usually
a safe bet.

Finally, remember that papers do not change your dog. They do not make your dog more
valuable or more loved. They simply provide a record. If you want that record for peace of mind
or for practical reasons, go ahead and get it. But do not let the absence of papers make you
feel that your dog is somehow less than a purebred. Designer and mixed breed dogs have their
own value, and registration services that cater to them understand that.
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