BMW Maintenance Schedule for Electric Models: i3 and i4 Basics

Electric BMWs like the i3 and i4 may not need the same routine engine care as their gasoline counterparts, but
they still benefit from a smart, structured BMW maintenance schedule. Understanding BMW service intervals, the
unique requirements of electric drivetrains, and which legacy items still apply will help you protect range,
performance, and resale value. This guide covers the essentials for the BMW i3 and i4, how BMW mileage-based
service works for EVs, and what to include in a BMW preventive maintenance plan, including a practical BMW

service checklist.

Why EV Maintenance Is Different (But Still Essential) Electric motors and single-speed transmissions reduce wear
items compared to combustion engines. There’'s no engine oil, spark plugs, or exhaust to service. However, your
i3 or i4 still needs periodic checks to keep the high-voltage system healthy, preserve battery longevity, and
maintain braking and handling performance. Fluids like brake fluid and coolant are still present, software requires
updates, and items like tires and cabin filters need regular attention. Following a defined BMW maintenance

schedule ensures you catch issues early and keep warranty coverage straightforward.

Core BMW Service Intervals for i3 and i4 While exact intervals may vary by market and driving conditions, most
owners can plan around the following cadence. Always verify with your vehicle’s iDrive or the My BMW app,

which adapt intervals based on use.
* Every 10,000-12,000 miles or annually (whichever comes first)

® Vehicle inspection: A comprehensive walkaround and underbody check for leaks, suspension wear, axle

boots, and high-voltage component housings.

* Tire rotation and inspection: EV torque and weight can accelerate tire wear; inspect tread depth and

sidewalls.
e Cabin microfilter replacement (as needed): Keeps HVAC efficient and interior air clean.
® Brake inspection: Even with regenerative braking, calipers and pads can corrode or stick if not exercised.
e Software updates: OTA or dealer updates can improve range, charging behavior, and diagnostics.
® Fluid top-offs and checks: Washer fluid, and a visual check of coolant reservoirs.
® Every 20,000-24,000 miles or every 2 years

* BMW brake fluid service: Brake fluid is hygroscopic, and moisture reduces braking performance. BMW

typically specifies a 2-year interval regardless of mileage.
* Wheel alignment check: Torque steer and curb impacts can misalign wheels, affecting efficiency and tire life.
® Every 4 years (or as specified in your owner's manual)

* BMW coolant flush (high-voltage battery and power electronics): EVs use dedicated coolant loops to manage

temperature. Replace coolant at the recommended interval to preserve thermal efficiency and battery health.
* As needed

® High-voltage battery health assessment: Usually performed during scheduled services; includes capacity

checks and fault-code scans.

* Desiccant service for A/C system: Helps maintain proper moisture control; interval varies by model and

climate.



Wiper blades, bulbs, and miscellaneous items: Replace when worn.

How Traditional BMW Terms Apply to EVs You'll still encounter familiar terminology, but some items change

meaning for an EV:

BMW oil change frequency: Not applicable for i3 and i4, since there’s no engine oil. Any “oil service”

references in legacy materials don't apply to these electric models.

BMW Inspection | & II: Historically, these were milestone inspections for gasoline models at specific mileages.
For i3 and i4, think of them as comprehensive periodic inspections triggered by time or mileage. Your service

advisor may still use similar naming conventions for bundled checks, but the tasks focus on EV systems.
BMW transmission service: EVs have a single-speed reduction gear and sealed fluid that generally is not a

routine service item. Unless there's a specific service bulletin or repair, most owners won't perform a

traditional transmission fluid change on an i3 or i4.

A Practical BMW Service Checklist for i3 and i4 Use this as a baseline and customize for your driving and climate:

Annually or 10k-12k miles

Inspect tires, rotate if wear patterns suggest.

Check brakes for pad thickness, rotor condition, and caliper slide movement.
Inspect suspension, steering components, and underbody shields.

Check coolant reservoirs for correct levels; inspect hoses for seepage.

Replace cabin microfilter if restricted or smelly (often every 15k-20k miles).

Apply software updates and ensure all control units show successful programming.
Inspect charge port, flap mechanism, and charge cable for damage or corrosion.

Every 2 years

Perform BMW brake fluid service (flush and bleed).

Replace cabin microfilter if not done earlier.
Check alignment and balance; road-force balance if you notice vibration.

Every 4 years



® Perform BMW coolant flush for battery/power electronics per model-specific coolant spec.

e Service A/C and consider desiccant replacement if recommended.

* Ongoing

* Monitor range trends; sudden drops can indicate tire pressure issues, brake drag, or software needs.

* Keep tires inflated to door-jamb specifications; temperature swings can drop PSI and range.

® Wash winter road salts from the underbody to minimize corrosion on brake components and fasteners.
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BMW Mileage-Based Service and Condition-Based Service (CBS) BMW's condition-based service system uses
sensors and algorithms to determine when items are due. For EVs, CBS considers driving style, time, and
environmental factors. While the system is effective, a conservative BMW preventive maintenance approach—
annual inspections and timely fluid services—can further reduce long-term costs. If CBS calls for service earlier
than your mental schedule, follow it; if your usage is light, do not exceed the time-based limits (for example,

brake fluid every 2 years even with low miles).
Special Considerations: i3 vs. i4
e BMW i3

* Narrow, low-rolling-resistance tires wear differently; rotations are helpful if sizes match front to rear (some

i3s are staggered and cannot be rotated front-to-back).

® Early i3 models can have rear-motor mount and boot inspections flagged during service—ask your advisor to
include these checks.

* REx (range extender) models do have a small gasoline engine. For REx owners only: follow BMW oil change

frequency and fuel system maintenance guidelines for the generator engine, in addition to EV items.
* BMW i4

® Heavier performance variants (e.g., M50) may wear tires and pads faster, especially with spirited driving.

Consider shorter BMW service intervals for tire rotations and brake inspections.

* High-voltage battery thermal management is critical; keep coolant services on time and ensure software is

current for optimal charging behavior.

What About Warranty and Cost? Sticking to the official BMW maintenance schedule protects warranty claims on
high-voltage components. Many dealers offer prepaid plans that bundle inspections, brake fluid service, and
cabin filters. While there’s no engine oil or traditional BMW transmission service to budget for, allocate funds for

tires (often the largest recurring cost), brake fluid, coolant, and occasional alignment.

DIY vs. Dealer Service EVs include high-voltage systems that require trained technicians for certain procedures.
Owners can safely handle tire pressure checks, wiper blades, and cabin filters. Brake fluid service and coolant
flushes are best left to BMW-certified technicians due to bleed procedures, coolant specifications, and the need
to properly handle high-voltage-related cooling loops. Software updates may occur over the air, but dealer visits

can address module programming that OTAs don't cover.
Tips to Extend Component Life

* Use gentle acceleration and maximize regenerative braking to reduce pad wear.

* Keep tires properly inflated and aligned to protect range and ride comfort.
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e Avoid frequent 100% DC fast charges; follow BMW guidance for charging habits to enhance battery
longevity.

® Rinse brake components after salty winter driving to limit corrosion and squeal.

Key Takeaway Even without engine oil changes, the i3 and i4 benefit from a disciplined BMW mileage-based
service plan. Prioritize periodic inspections, BMW brake fluid service every two years, a BMW coolant flush at the
specified interval, software updates, and tire care. Build your personal BMW preventive maintenance plan around
these pillars and refer to your iDrive reminders for timing. A thoughtful BMW service checklist and adherence to

BMW service intervals will keep your electric BMW driving like new.
Questions and Answers

Q: Do i3 and i4 need oil changes? A: No. Pure electric models do not require engine oil changes. Only the i3 REx

has a gasoline engine with its own BMW oil change frequency.

Q: Is there a traditional BMW transmission service on EVs? A: Not typically. The single-speed reduction gear is

sealed and not part of routine maintenance unless a specific issue arises.

Q: How often should brake fluid be changed? A: Perform a BMW brake fluid service every 2 years regardless of

mileage.

Q: When should coolant be replaced? A: Follow the owner’'s manual, commonly around every 4 years for a BMW

coolant flush on battery and power electronics loops.

Q: What's the most important routine item for EV longevity? A: Software updates, tire care, and timely fluid

services (brake fluid and coolant) are the pillars of a reliable BMW preventive maintenance plan.



