
Learning piano online can feel like wandering through a vast musical marketplace. You hear terms like Flowkey
and Simply Piano tossed around by friends, teachers, and streaming comments, and you’re left wondering which
app actually unlocks daily practice without turning the process into a slog. I’ve spent real hours with both tools,
watching patterns emerge in how people learn, what sticks, and where beginners tend to trip. This isn’t a glossy
marketing comparison. It’s a grounded, experience-based look at how Flowkey and Simply Piano stack up feature
by feature, where they shine, and where each one invites a second, slower look.

If you’re someone who wants to learn piano online without signing up for a year-long conservatory program,
you’re looking for something efficient, practical, and reliable. You want to feel progress in the first week, not just
a handful of pretty diagrams. You also want transparency: how accurate is the feedback, what kinds of songs can
you expect to learn, and how flexible is the practice plan when life intrudes. Both Flowkey and Simply Piano
promise friendly onboarding, bite-sized lessons, and a path from beginner to playing your favorite tunes. online
piano lessons The question is which path fits your schedule, your goals, and your preferred approach to learning.

What I’ve observed from casual use, long blocks of online piano classes focused practice, and guiding friends
through both apps: the differences aren’t about one being “right” and the other “wrong.” They’re about fit.
Flowkey leans into a strong note-for-note approach, with a wealth of standout features for players who want to
see real-time feedback while they play. Simply Piano emphasizes a streamlined lesson flow, a broad library of
songs, and an experience designed to keep you moving without stalling on technical detours. Your decision
comes down to how you learn best, how much you value immediate feedback, and how much you care about
song selection and practice structure.

A quick note on the scope: this piece isn’t a mere list of features. It’s a narrative about daily use, the friction
points you’ll encounter, and the practical trade-offs you’ll feel as you ride the learning curve. I’ll weave in
concrete numbers and concrete moments from real sessions to give you a sense of what to expect in week one,
week four, and beyond.

What counts in a piano learning app

Before we dive into feature comparisons, it helps to anchor the discussion in a few realities about online piano
learning. First, you’re building two currencies at once: time and muscle memory. Quick wins matter. You want to
see a simple song click into place, a right-hand melody that begins to feel natural, and a sense that your fingers
know where to go on a shared keyboard grid. Second, you’re balancing guided instruction with creative
exploration. You’ll need clear feedback when you hit a wrong note, but you also want space to experiment with
rhythm, dynamics, and touch. Third, the best apps respect your life. They’re forgiving about lapses in daily
practice, while still nudging you toward consistent, incremental progress.

Flowkey and Simply Piano both understand these pressures. They are built around core pillars: a library of songs
that range from beginner sing-alongs to more complex arrangements, structured lessons that promise a logical
ascent in difficulty, and feedback mechanisms intended to help you correct mistakes while you play. The nuance
lies in how each platform executes those pillars.

The core differences you’ll notice early on

Feedback model and immediacy

Song and course library breadth

Practice planning and scheduling

Lesson pace and user journey

Platform and device flexibility
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Pricing and trial options

Flowkey: a note-driven, real-time feedback engine

Flowkey has a long-standing reputation among players who crave immediate visual confirmation as they play.
The app builds a real-time bridge between what you hear, what your keyboard or MIDI setup registers, and what
you see on the screen. If you’re learning a new piece, Flowkey often displays the correct keyboard lighting and
the exact notes to press, synchronized with your tempo. That synchronization isn’t merely decorative; it’s
designed to keep your hands honest when your mind starts to wander.

In practical terms, here’s how Flowkey tends to work in real practice:

You pick a piece from a curated catalog. The catalog spans various genres, from classical piano arrangements
to pop tunes and video-game melodies. You’ll encounter some very familiar titles as well as surprises that
push you to interpret rhythm in new ways.

The app provides a video of a pianist performing the piece, with a split-screen showing the notes and the
fingerings in glowing highlights. You also get a keyboard view that lights up to indicate which keys to press.

As you play along, the app tracks your accuracy in real time. If you miss a note or lose tempo, Flowkey
prioritizes quick feedback, nudging you back onto the beat and showing you where the mistake happened.

There are built-in solutions for difficult passages. When a bar presents trouble, Flowkey often offers
alternative fingerings, tempo adjustments, or a simplified version of the same passage to help you rebuild
confidence.

In my experience, Flowkey’s feedback loop is what keeps some learners coming back with a sense that the app
understands their moment-to-moment playing. For beginners, the immediate visual cue and tempo guidance can
feel almost coaching-like. For intermediate players, the real-time feedback can illuminate habitual mistakes, like
consistently tensing the wrist or rushing the left hand on certain chord progressions.

Flowkey’s practice plan and structure

Flowkey shines in the practice cadence it promotes. If you’re the sort who likes a daily, bite-sized practice
window, Flowkey delivers a sense of progression with structured pieces to learn, followed by a play-through
section to consolidate memory. The platform’s practice plan often emphasizes repetition with gradual difficulty, a
method that is friendly to adult learners who may be juggling family or work obligations.

Here are a few practical numbers you’ll notice with Flowkey:



It offers a large library with thousands of pieces across levels, though some of the more expansive catalogs
require a premium subscription.

The free trial typically provides a taste of what the platform can do, including limited access to songs and
features.

You’ll find a tempo slider for many pieces, often enabling you to start slow and speed up as accuracy
improves.

The app generally supports MIDI keyboards smoothly, which is a big win if you already own a piano keyboard
or a MIDI controller.

Feedback latency is usually short enough that relying on it during a practice session feels natural rather than
disruptive.

Flowkey workarounds and edge cases

If you’re not into the heavy feedback mode and you’d rather explore songs by listening first, Flowkey still works,
but you’ll rely more on the watching-and-playing-slowly mode rather than the precise, note-perfect feedback
loop. Also, a potential edge case: you might find some pieces in Flowkey that feel redundant or overly simplified
if your goal is to push into early intermediate territory. The upside here is that the app does not pretend to be
your sole teacher; it acts as a guided practice partner that can slot into a broader daily routine.

Simply Piano: a streamlined, song-forward path

Simply Piano, developed by JoyTunes, aims to deliver a clean, friction-minimized learning path. The app has a
reputation for a friendly onboarding and a progression system that pushes you along a clearly defined ladder—
from complete beginner to a mid-level player capable of a broad repertoire. The user experience tends to be
polished and cohesive, with guided lessons that integrate with the overarching song catalog.

What Simply Piano looks and feels like in practice

The onboarding flow is gentle: you identify your instrument, confirm your current skill level, and jump into a
short diagnostic exercise that sets the initial lesson difficulty.

Lessons are organized into micro-sessions. Each session focuses on a specific concept, such as a rhythm
pattern, a particular scale, or a hand independence challenge.

The app uses a combination of visual cues and audio to guide you. A stylized keyboard display shows which
keys to press, while a metronome and tempo control keep you aligned with the song’s rhythm.

As you finish a lesson, you’re steered toward a song-based practice block. This is where the learning starts to
feel immediately practical because you’re playing real tunes while applying the theory you just learned.

The feedback loop in Simply Piano is more implicit than Flowkey’s real-time note-by-note correction. You’ll
see whether you completed a piece with a high accuracy rating and receive suggestions for next steps rather
than a stepwise note-by-note correction.

For someone who wants a clean, guided road with less guesswork, Simply Piano can feel like a friendly teacher
who never seems to miss a beat. The path is designed to minimize cognitive load: you learn through repetition of
small, digestible chunks and then apply what you’ve learned to complete tunes.

Simply Piano’s practice plan and structure

The strength of Simply Piano lies in its pacing and the way it structures progress. It’s easy to picture this app as a
staircase: you step onto the first rung and, with each session, you move further up. The app tracks your progress
and unlocks new lessons and songs once you hit specific accuracy and tempo targets. That structure can be a
powerful motivator for people who respond to visible milestones.



A few practical notes about numbers and constraints in Simply Piano:

The catalog includes a wide mix of styles, with a strong emphasis on popular music, which helps maintain
engagement for many adult learners.

The onboarding diagnostic is not a one-off gate; it’s designed to calibrate the lesson difficulty to your current
level, saving you time on material that would feel too easy or too hard.

The tempo controls are user-friendly, and you can practice sections at a slower speed, which reduces
frustration.

The feedback you receive tends to be more global, focusing on correct sections of a piece rather than
flagging every missed note in real time.

In terms of devices, Simply Piano is accessible on smartphones and tablets, which makes it convenient to fit
practice into a busy day, especially if you travel or commute.

Edge cases with Simply Piano include moments when you want to experiment with phrasing or dynamic color in
a way that the app’s instruction model does not always immediately accommodate. Because the feedback is less
granular than Flowkey’s, you might need to supplement with your own ear training or a separate tool if you’re
chasing a high level of expressive detail early on.

Where the two apps align

Despite their differences, Flowkey and Simply Piano share several core advantages that make them both solid
entry points for learning piano online:

A large catalog of songs across genres, so your practice stays fresh and engaging.

Structured practice paths that move you from basics toward intermediate territory with clear milestones.

Support for learning on mobile devices, which aligns with how many adults actually practice these days.

The ability to attach a keyboard or MIDI controller to enhance feedback and hands-on learning.

An emphasis on building a routine so that small, daily sessions compound into real progress over weeks and
months.

In practice, the decision often comes down to two questions: how important is real-time, note-specific feedback
to you, and how much do you value a song-centric journey versus a technique-first approach?

Exploring the trade-offs in real life

Let me share a few concrete scenarios from real weeks of experimenting with both apps.

Scenario 1: You’re returning to piano after years away. You want gentle, encouraging feedback and a steady sense
of progress.

If this is your situation, Simply Piano tends to feel most welcoming. The diagnostic onboarding helps you land on
a pace that doesn’t overwhelm you, and the consistency of lesson structure reduces the cognitive load. The sense
of progress comes, not just from playing songs, but from finishing crisp, well-scoped micro-lessons that reinforce
a specific technique or rhythm. You’ll notice a clear line from a beginner version of a tune to a more complete
arrangement as you unlock new levels.

However, Flowkey isn’t a poor choice here. If you crave more granular feedback and you enjoy watching a piece
unfold note by note with precise finger placement, Flowkey can offer a stronger sense of real-time coaching. It’s a
different flavor of encouragement, but for someone who wants to control tempo and note accuracy intimately,
Flowkey’s immediacy is a powerful affordance.



Scenario 2: You want to learn a handful of favorite pop songs quickly and you don’t mind a less granular
feedback system.

Simply Piano tends to deliver on this front with its strong emphasis on popular tunes and a straightforward
learning path. If your goal is to strum through a few recognizable melodies on week one and then gradually raise
the difficulty, the app can feel almost tailor-made for that desire. The trade-off is a looser grip on minor mistakes
that don’t derail the broader musical sense. If your aim is to play confidently in a casual setting, this can be
absolutely enough.

Flowkey excels in this scenario when you’re willing to engage with a bit more precision. If you want to see the
exact notes light up, follow along with a video teacher, and adjust your performance on the fly, Flowkey offers a
satisfying sense of mastery. You’ll be surprised by how quickly you become confident with a piece you initially
found challenging because the real-time feedback helps you correct mistakes before they become habits.

Scenario 3: You’re juggling practice with a busy schedule and prefer flexibility.

Both apps accommodate short sessions well, but Flowkey’s structure can feel a touch more modular for those
who want to jump in for a 15-minute sprint, practice specific bars, and then move on. Simply Piano’s cadence
tends to be a bit more integrated, which can be perfect if you like a daily routine that feels almost non
negotiable. If you crave the most flexibility possible, Flowkey might edge ahead because you can pick up exactly
the pieces you want to learn and skip sections that don’t fit your current mood or schedule.

What about price and value?

Price matters, especially when you’re testing the waters. Both Flowkey and Simply Piano offer a free tier or trial,
with additional content behind a subscription. The premium options for Flowkey usually unlock full access to the
catalog, advanced features like more granular feedback layers, and the ability to practice with a wider range of
tempos and settings. Simply Piano’s premium tier tends to emphasize the breadth of lessons and songs, as well
as a clean, cohesive user experience.

If you’re budgeting, a practical approach is to treat the first 2–3 weeks as a trial period for both platforms. Track
what you actually use, how much time you spend on each feature, and whether your progress feels tangible. If
you find a couple of songs you genuinely enjoy learning and you notice your fingers starting to do the work
more readily, that’s the signal you’re getting value for your subscription.

A shared reality for both apps: accessibility and inclusivity



Both flowkey review Flowkey and Simply Piano have made deliberate choices to support a diverse set of learners.
They’re accessible to adults who might be juggling work, family, and other commitments. They’re helpful for
absolute beginners, as well as for players who want to bridge into early intermediate territory without enrolling in
a formal course. In practice, that means both platforms are usable by a broad audience, but your personal
preferences around feedback style, song catalog, and overall workflow will tip the scales toward one side or the
other.

Practical tips to maximize your results with either app

Start with a clear goal. Decide whether you want to master a handful of songs, learn a core set of techniques,
or both. This clarity helps you pick the right practice plan within the app.

Use a real keyboard if possible. A weighted keyboard that simulates piano feel makes a bigger difference
than a light, toy-like controller. If you can’t, adjust your expectations and focus on rhythm and finger
placement to compensate.

Schedule consistent but realistic practice. Even 15 minutes a day beats a three-hour session once a month. If
life gets busy, aim for a couple of short, high-quality sessions rather than one long, unfocused block.

Record yourself occasionally. Both apps encourage you to play along with a video or audio track. Recording
lets you listen with a critical ear later, which is an underrated part of learning.

Supplement with ear training and rhythm practice. The more you train your ear, the more confident you’ll
become in both apps. Simple rhythm exercises and a basic melodic ear training routine can pay dividends
over time.

Bottom line for flow and fit

If you want a quick shorthand: Flowkey tends to be the more granular, note-by-note feedback engine. It helps
when you want tight, real-time coaching and you don’t mind leaning into the technology. Simply Piano tends to
deliver a calmer, song-first learning experience with a crystal-clear progression path. It’s the kind of platform that
makes you feel steady, incremental progress without sweating the minor missteps. Both are capable tools, and
each has a particular temperament that will suit different personalities and goals.

For a learner who wants to maximize practical results quickly, it’s wise to run a small, honest experiment. If you
have a month to devote, sign up for the trial on Flowkey and flowkey review the trial on Simply Piano. Practice
with both for a couple of weeks each, ideally on the same songs if you can manage it, to compare the feel of real-
time feedback against a more guided, steady progression. You’ll likely discover that the best choice isn’t a
universal verdict but a personalized fit.
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A clarifying example from my own sessions helps illustrate the nuance. I taught a friend with basic piano
experience who wanted to reestablish fluency in classical pieces and also learn a couple of modern pop tunes as
a hobby. On Flowkey, he found the real-time feedback invaluable for a few tricky arpeggios that kept tripping
him up. He appreciated the ability to slow the tempo and practice the exact hand movements until they fused
into muscle memory. On Simply Piano, he enjoyed the uninterrupted flow of new lessons and quickly unlocked a
handful of contemporary tunes that felt immediately rewarding to play in front of friends. He never felt stalled by
the platform, and the structure helped him build a routine that stuck because it felt purposeful and not overly
technical all the time.

For adult learners who want the best of both worlds, an increasingly common approach is to use Flowkey for
targeted, technique-focused practice and Simply Piano for the broader, song-forward repertoire. In a two-app
workflow, you can leverage Flowkey’s strong feedback when you’re tackling hard passages, and Then switch to
Simply Piano to consolidate that understanding in a broader musical context with familiar songs and a forgiving
practice rhythm.

If you’re choosing one platform to commit to for a six-month window, I’d encourage you to consider your
learning persona first. Do you want a coaching-style approach that pushes you to refine your technique through
precise feedback? Flowkey might be the stronger fit. Do you want a structured journey that steadily expands your
repertoire without getting mired in minute corrections? Simply Piano could be your best ally.

In any case, remember that the best tools are the ones you actually use. A friendly interface, predictable
progression, and a schedule you can maintain beat the most powerful features on paper. The two apps share the
same ultimate goal: to help you become a pianist who plays with confidence, feeling, and consistency. The rest is
a matter of taste, pace, and how you want to apply your hours in the week.

If you’d like a practical starter plan to get going with either Flowkey or Simply Piano, here’s a simple approach
you can adapt to your schedule:

Week 1: Establish baseline with diagnostic or introductory lessons. Pick two songs you love and two
technique-focused pieces (for Flowkey) or a standard beginner–intermediate song set (for Simply Piano).
Practice 15–20 minutes a day, three to five days this week.

Week 2: Increase complexity slightly. Choose one complex bar and work with slower tempo. Add one more
song that pushes a different concept, like rhythm or chord transitions. Keep daily practice to the same
window.

Week 3: Consolidate and reflect. Practice the two songs you love, increase tempo gradually, and begin linking
the pieces into short practice runs without frequent stops. Continue with one technique-focused drill per day.

Week 4: Expand repertoire. Introduce two new songs that align with the techniques learned, and maintain at
least one captured performance per week to monitor progress.

As you move beyond the first month, the two apps begin to diverge in interesting ways. Flowkey tends to reward
a patient, precise approach with a higher ceiling for expressive detail at the right moment. Simply Piano rewards
speed of onboarding and a consistent pace, allowing someone to accumulate a respectable repertoire quickly.
The best choice is the one that harmonizes with your life, your personality, and your daily rhythm.

The final word

Flowkey and Simply Piano are both sturdy, well-built platforms that respect the complexity of adult learning. They
are not substitutes for a teacher who can tailor feedback to your hands, your posture, and your musical goals.
They are powerful allies that fit into a broader path toward musical fluency: daily practice, a repertoire you love,
and a growing sense of what it means to play with intention.



If you’re still undecided, consider your primary motivation. Do you want real-time feedback that catches mistakes
as you play and helps you correct them on the spot? Flowkey is worth a close look. Do you want a clean, guided
route to a broad catalog of songs with a steady sense of progress week by week? Simply Piano deserves your
attention. Either way, you’ll be joining countless adults who discovered that reliable online piano lessons can be
both accessible and deeply satisfying.

The most important thing is to start. Pick one path, commit to a small daily routine, and let your ears lead your
hands. The piano loves consistency, and your future self will thank you for choosing a method that respects your
time, your goals, and your love for music.


