When a person on foot or on a bicycle meets a moving vehicle, the physics are unforgiving. The injuries are often
severe, the memories are scattered, and the paper trail grows quickly. People call me after these crashes saying
they feel invisible twice, first in the road and then in the system that follows. A seasoned car accident lawyer's job
is to make the person visible again, to surface the facts that matter and push back on the assumptions that do

not.

Pedestrian and bicyclist cases follow the same liability foundation as any auto claim, but the edges are sharper. The
road user is unprotected. Mobility devices get lost or destroyed. Police may misread a scene shaped by seconds of
human error. Insurance carriers lean on myths about visibility, helmets, or jaywalking. Getting to a fair outcome
requires urgency, persistence, and fluency with a web of laws that span traffic codes, municipal duties, and

insurance contracts.

What happens in the first 48 hours

The first two days after any crash are about preservation. In a bicycle or pedestrian case, the evidence that proves
fault can vanish with a street sweeper, a shift change, or a power cycle on a DVR. When | am retained quickly, the
first calls go to the scene, to nearby businesses with cameras, and to the agencies holding the raw material of the

case.

| once worked a corner crosswalk case where our client woke up in the hospital with a broken pelvis and a citation
for “failure to yield to a vehicle.” The only traffic camera pointed the wrong way. We canvassed the block and found
a dry cleaner with a simple dome camera that captured the walk signal changing to "WALK" two seconds before
the driver's turn from the opposite lane. That single clip shifted liability entirely, and it would have been

overwritten by the weekend.
Evidence that matters early:

e Surveillance video from storefronts, buses, ride-share dashcams, and nearby homes, typically overwritten
within 24 to 168 hours.

* Vehicle data: event data recorders in cars, telematics in trucks and buses, and app-based ride logs. These often

show speed, braking, and turn signals in the final seconds.

e Signal timing charts from the city and maintenance logs for lights or signs. In one left-turn case, the official
timing chart showed a shortened yellow that trapped both parties, guiding a shared-fault resolution that still

covered our client’s care.

* Physical scene clues: skid marks, debris fields, bike scrapes, broken reflectors, fresh paint shadowing from road

work. Photos taken with a tape measure for scale beat memory every time.

If the client is hospitalized, | ask for consent to photograph injuries early and often. Bruising and road rash fade. A
hand that looks swollen to a nurse looks ordinary to a jury three months later. That documentation, done

respectfully and with privacy in mind, becomes the backbone of damages.

How fault gets sorted when legs and spokes meet steel

Comparative negligence rules vary by state, but the pattern is similar: fault can be shared, and in some places
recovery drops to zero if the injured person’s share crosses a threshold. That turns small factual disputes into

high-stakes issues. A few scenarios show up again and again.



The right hook. A driver passes a cyclist, then turns right across the bike's path. The driver insists they never saw
the bike. We map sight lines, lane widths, and any available mirror angles. If the bike lane markings continue

through the intersection, that detail can carry real weight.

The left cross. A driver turning left across oncoming traffic misjudges a cyclist's speed. Cyclists at 18 to 22 mph do
not fit most drivers’ mental model. Telematics, Strava data if the rider used it, and impact geometry help

reconstruct closing speeds.

Dooring. A parked driver opens a door into a cyclist's lane. Local codes often assign duty to check before opening.
Photos of hinge damage and door angle matter, as do statements about how long the door was open. Seconds

are everything.

Mid-block pedestrian strikes. People cross mid-block for reasons that make sense in real life, like bus stops or
missing crosswalks. The law usually requires reasonable care, even outside marked crossings. Headlights, dusk
conditions, and driver speed relative to limit and conditions come into focus. We consider whether the street
invites mid-block crossing by design, which opens questions about comparative fault and, at times, municipal

responsibility.

Children near schools. The standard of care adjusts when a driver should anticipate unpredictable movement, such
as around schools or parks. Speeds, signage, and time of day matter. Juries tend to hold adults to a higher

vigilance standard in these zones.

| read police reports fully but treat them as a starting point. Officers arrive after the fact, often speak only to the
uninjured driver, and must clear a scene quickly. When a report gets it wrong, a careful reconstruction with

measurements, diagrams, and logical inference can correct the record.

Insurance architecture, simplified but not simple

Clients are often surprised by the number of policies that can be in play. The driver’s liability coverage is just the
start. A car accident lawyer navigates this maze to build a complete recovery and to keep medical providers and

insurers from draining it through poorly handled liens.

e Auto liability: The at-fault driver's policy pays for injuries and property damage up to limits, sometimes too low
for severe injuries. Commercial vehicles and ride-share drivers may have layered policies with higher limits and
extra conditions.

¢ UM/UIM: Uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage from the injured person’s own auto policy can apply
even if they were walking or biking. Some states extend it broadly, others narrowly, and the notice
requirements can be strict.

® PIP/MedPay: No-fault or medical payments coverage may pay initial medical bills regardless of fault. Good for

early relief, but it can trigger reimbursement rights that need careful tracking.

® Health insurance: Private plans, Medicare, and Medicaid can all seek reimbursement. ERISA plans are the most

aggressive. Skilled negotiation can reduce paybacks significantly, but it takes documentation and patience.

* Homeowners or renters policies: These occasionally cover dog-leash entanglements or child-on-scooter

incidents that spill into the roadway. Edge cases, but | have seen them matter.

Timing is key. Some policies require prompt notice, sometimes within 30 days. Miss it, and coverage melts away. |

calendar those deadlines the day | open the file.

Injuries that rarely look small, even when they start that way



Bicyclists and pedestrians suffer a particular pattern of trauma: tibia and fibula fractures from bumper strikes, pelvic
ring injuries from side impacts, clavicle and scapular fractures from over-the-handlebar falls, and traumatic brain
injuries from heads meeting windshields or asphalt. Helmets reduce the risk of severe TBI, but they are not shields
against concussions or diffuse axonal injury. A lack of helmet rarely carries legal weight outside narrow statutes,

and it should never be a moral referendum on the person who got hit.

Soft tissue damage can travel. A knee sprain becomes a meniscus tear two weeks later. A hand abrasion hides a
scaphoid fracture that shows on imaging after swelling subsides. | warn clients about the false calm that follows
adrenaline. Document new symptoms promptly. Gaps in treatment are used against you, sometimes unfairly but

predictably.

Scarring is its own world of loss. Road rash on a shoulder or hip can become a permanent reminder, painful in heat
and unsightly in formal clothes. Photos over months, not days, capture that evolution. In settlement talks, | often

present a simple timeline of images that shows reality better than any adjective could.

Proving damages in real life, not just on paper

Economic damages go beyond ER bills. A courier who rides for a living loses not only wages but platform bonuses
and mileage-dependent incentives. A barista who walks or bikes to work may lose shifts due to lack of
transportation while in rehab. The tech worker who can log in from home still misses the intangible grind of

commuting pain and reduced focus.

Diminished earning capacity shows up when a line cook cannot stand for long periods, or a teacher cannot
manage stairs. For severe cases, a life care planner can quantify future medical needs in plain numbers: how many

PT visits a year, what equipment replacement costs, which medications and why.

Property damage in a bike case is not just the frame. Carbon fiber can mask damage that only a dye-penetrant
test reveals. Wheels, pedals, power meters, lights, and bags add up. | ask for purchase receipts when available and
work with a reputable shop for a written repair or replacement report. A custom build with a hand-built wheelset
is not a $300 department store bike, and it should not be treated as one. The difference often decides whether a

client can return to the road without financial strain.

Non-economic damages require care to present well. | prefer vivid but simple examples to clichés. A father who
used to push a jogging stroller to the park now times his walks to avoid downhill slopes because his knee gives
way unpredictably. A violinist quits the community orchestra because her collarbone pain flares during long

rehearsals. These details show rather than tell.

The physics and the myths

Visibility arguments show up in almost every case. Dark clothing, no lights, low sun. Real-world testing beats finger
pointing. Headlamp throw distances, reflective gear angles, and the Great post to read effect of oncoming
headlights washout are measurable. Often, a driver looking left at gaps in traffic simply does not recheck right

before turning. That is not malice, it is a common human error with legal consequences.

Speed matters more than most people think. The difference between 25 and 35 mph is not just 10 mph. Stopping
distance at 35 can be roughly double, depending on reaction times and road surface. A car accident lawyer who
can explain that plainly, using distance markers from the actual scene, makes jurors and adjusters rethink

assumptions about “plenty of time to stop.”

Working with, and around, the police report
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| respect the hard job officers do at chaotic scenes, but pedestrian and bicycle cases suffer from recurring report
issues: defaulting blame to the person not in a car, omitting statements from the injured if they were transported

quickly, and mixing witness language with officer conclusions.

When that happens, | reconstruct calmly. Diagram the intersection to scale, add lane widths, and place vehicles
based on debris and scrape marks. If a bus was present, request onboard video promptly. Transit agencies rotate
digital storage quickly, and once it is gone, it is gone. If the driver was working, | preserve employer records,

training logs, and dispatch data. That is where policy violations and fatigue often hide.

Municipal liability and the ticking clock

Some crashes are about the road as much as the driver. Missing or obstructed signs, potholes that force a swerve,
painted bike lanes that vanish at the worst possible moment. Bringing a claim against a city or state agency is

different. Notice deadlines can be short, sometimes measured in weeks, and damages can be capped by statute.

Before | file any municipal notice, | check maintenance records, prior complaints, and design plans. A single photo
of a faded crosswalk taken two months before the crash, logged in a city's work order system, can establish notice.
| have seen cases resolve because a simple bollard or daylighted corner should have been there long before, and

the file proved the agency knew it.

Negotiating with adjusters who think in playbooks

Every adjuster has a handful of stock positions: the pedestrian was outside a crosswalk, the cyclist was going too
fast, it was dark, or the rider wore no helmet. A good demand package anticipates these and answers them with

facts from the file.

| like to anchor negotiations with a narrative that is tight, not theatrical. A two-page summary, key photos, a
medical chronology, and a clear breakdown of losses. Then the numbers. Economic damages are itemized with
supporting bills and records. Non-economic losses are tied to concrete changes in daily life. | rarely lead with a
bloated wish number. Better to open with a number that shows confidence and room, then move with purpose as

facts require.

If the insurer lowballs, | do not bluff about litigation. | explain, briefly, what trial would look like, the experts | would
use, and why. Juries tend to understand a driver's momentary lapse differently when the injured person is on foot

or on a bike. That reality, explained without threat, moves numbers.

Litigation when settlement is not enough

Some cases need the structure and subpoena power of a lawsuit. Depositions lock in driver stories that tend to
shift over time. We ask about phone use, mirrors, prior incidents, training, and, for commercial drivers, log
compliance. Expert witnesses can make or break the case: human factors experts to explain perception and
reaction times, accident reconstructionists to model angles and speeds, biomechanical experts when causation is

disputed.

Jury selection gets delicate. Some jurors ride and walk daily, others see cyclists as rule breakers. | do not try to
convert anyone. | look for people who can hold two ideas at once: that both parties might have made mistakes,

and that the person outside the car paid the higher price.

Medical bills, liens, and stretching the net



Medical providers and insurers have their own gravity. Hospitals may file liens that take priority over settlements.
Health plans seek reimbursement under contract or statute. You can settle a case beautifully on paper and then

watch it unravel in lien negotiations if you are not careful.

| start those conversations early. Many hospitals will reduce liens if you show limited insurance and a reasonable
settlement. Reductions in the 20 to 40 percent range are common with the right documentation, sometimes more
when the math demands it. ERISA plans require a different approach, often invoking equitable principles or plan
language that allows sharing of attorney fees and costs. Medicare and Medicaid have their own processes and
timelines; blow those, and you risk penalties or delayed disbursements. Keeping a clean ledger and communicating

openly with clients avoids hard surprises when the check finally arrives.

Property damage for bikes and mobility devices

Insurance adjusters sometimes treat a high-end bike as a luxury hobby item. It is not. For commuters and couriers,
it is a primary vehicle. Even for recreational riders, a tailored setup is the equivalent of a customized work tool. |
document component-by-component values, depreciation where appropriate, and the cost of safe return to
riding. If the frame is carbon, | request inspection reports that speak to structural integrity, not just cosmetics. For
e-bikes and mobility scooters, | gather battery specifications, controller data if available, and replacement lead

times. These details move a property check from a few hundred dollars to what is fair and necessary.

Sometimes the remedy is also about safer streets

Not every case ends with a check and a closed file. Crashes cluster at certain corners for reasons that become
obvious once you look: long crossing distances, parking too close to intersections, lack of daylighting, slip lanes
that invite fast turns. | have sat in post-settlement meetings with city traffic engineers to share what our case
showed. It is not a legal remedy, but it closes a loop for clients who want to know their pain might spare someone

else. A simple curb extension or a leading pedestrian interval can change a block’s story.

A short checklist if you are the one hurt

You do not need to be a lawyer in the moment. Think small and practical. These steps help more than people

realize.
* Ask someone to call 911 and request both police and EMS, even if you think you are okay. Adrenaline lies.

® Get names, phone numbers, and plate numbers. Photograph licenses and insurance cards if you can.

* Photograph the scene: signals, signage, vehicle positions, debris, and your injuries. Include wide shots and

close-ups with something for scale.
* Keep your damaged gear. Do not throw out a cracked helmet, torn jacket, or shattered light.

¢ Seek medical evaluation the same day, then follow up within 24 to 72 hours if symptoms change. Document

everything.

Hidden insurance pockets to check
These do not apply in every case, but they get missed often enough that they deserve a quick look.

* Your own auto policy for UM/UIM, even if you were walking or biking. The fine print controls.
® Resident relative policies in your household, which can sometimes extend coverage.

* Employer policies if you were commuting on the clock or making a work-related stop.



® Ride-share or delivery platform coverage if either party was working a trip.

* Credit card travel protections, rare but occasionally helpful for rental bikes or scooters.

Costs, fees, and what to expect from a car accident lawyer

Most injury lawyers work on contingency. Typical fee ranges are roughly one third in pre-suit resolution and
around 40 percent if a case goes into litigation, sometimes more in highly specialized matters. These numbers vary
by state and by firm, and they should be clear in writing. Case costs are separate: records fees, expert retainers,
filing fees, and depositions. In severe injury cases with experts, costs can run from a few thousand dollars into the
tens of thousands. Reputable lawyers front these expenses and recoup them from the recovery after client

approval of major spends.

Beware the property damage trap. Insurers sometimes dangle a quick bike or phone settlement with language
that releases all claims. A careful lawyer will review any release before you sign anything, and will often help resolve

property damage at no fee or a reduced fee to keep goodwill and protect the injury case.

Communication matters as much as competence. Clients deserve updates when something changes: a new
imaging result, an offer, a lien response. | set check-in intervals and respond to questions in plain language.

Recoveries feel fairer when clients understand the path taken to get there.

Final thoughts from the road and the desk

Bicyclist and pedestrian cases live at the intersection of law, medicine, engineering, and human behavior. They
reward thoroughness and punish assumptions. The difference between a poor outcome and a strong one often
lies in unglamorous work done early: the phone call to the barber shop owner who has a view of the crosswalk,
the request to a transit authority before the weekend erase cycle, the insistence on a second look at a scaphoid

that did not show up on day-one films.

If you are reading this for yourself or for someone you love, remember that you do not have to navigate it alone.
A car accident lawyer who treats you as a person first, not a file, can carry the burden of process so you can heal.
We cannot rewind time, but with care and persistence, we can make truth visible and help rebuild what was

knocked down in a moment.



